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DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

A Few more Dreams. ' 

*' In the upper chamber of the next 
house, — which is let out hi lodgings, — 
you may perceive a person dressing himself 
in a great hurry; and,' as I can assure 
you, in a state of extreme mortification. — 
He is a poor clergyman, who enjoys the 
agreeable office of christening all the chil- 
dren, — visiting all the sick, and burying 
all the dead, — in one of the. largest parishes 
in this metropolis. — He has jnst been 
dreaming that he was promoted to one 
of the richest Vishopricks of the English 
church;— -and just as, in the joy and pride 
oi his heart, he had determined never more 
to christfen a child, or bury a corpse, he 
vaL vu B 
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was awakened by the maid servant of the 
house, to be informed that a tnessenger 
waited to conduct him to baptize a new- 
born infant, which he will most assuredly 
christen to day, and bury to-morrow. 

** Immediately under him is a gentle- 
man, who would be, and most deservedly, 
an object of universal compassion, if his 
situation were to Ikst beyond the vision of 
the night: — He employs his talents in 
writing for the newspapers; — and he is 
now dreaming that he has quitted life, and 
been condemned by the tribunal of the 
shades below to be tormented by all the 
lying paragraphs he has ever written, — 
which are to be embodied in the shape of 
harpies, on purpose to form his punishment. 

*' '1 he person who sleeps on the same 
floor, was a very inoffensive officer of a 
marching regiment- -whose conduct was 
so eminently distinguished on a particular 
occasion during the American war, that 
his brother Oficers united in recommend- 
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ing him to sell his commission. — This 

brave man has just been dreamitig that he 

was a general officer; — and, as a reward 

for some military exploit, of great honour to 

himselG and advantage to his country, that 

he has received the thanks of both Houses 

of Parliament; and been informed, by a 

message from the Secretary of State, of his 

Majesty's intentions to honour him with 

the first vacant ribbon qf the Order of the 

Bath. 

** In the chamber immediately beneath 

the officer, sleeps a young man who will 

awake to the most cruel disappointment. — 

He has dissipated his fortune in the ex* 

pensive pleasures of his age ; — and has, for 

some time lived upon the credit he could 

obtain from tradesmen^ and the money he 

could borrow of friends. — He now dreams 

that a distant relation in the East Indies, 

whom he never saw^ has left him a 

very large fortune; which, however, he 

is doomed, alas ! to enjoy but a very short 

time ; for he will awake to be refused the 

B 2 
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loan of another guinea, by one of his most 
intimate acquaintance, — and to be threat- 
ened by his taylor with all the comfortsr 
of a prison. 

" The good woman who sleeps in the 
back-room, on the ground floor, is the^ 
mistress of the house. — She is, at this mo- 
ment, dreaming, that her lodgers have all 
paid her up to the present day, and that 
the young gentleman, whom I have just 
described, has made her a present of a 
silver coffee- pot. 

" The large house on the same side^ of 
the way, belongs to an old bachelor of 
large fortune, who has been daily attended 
by three physicians for these twelve months 
past, — for a very painful chronic disorder, 
which they knew to be incurable. — He 
now fancies in his sleep that he has invited 
his three doctors to. dine with him to 
morrow,— and that he shall not be able, 
from tliose accidents which dreams some- 
tiujcs |;roduce, to provide a single dish for 
their entcrtniiunent : And a very disagree- 
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able kind of fast, I can tell you> to-mOrrow 
will prove for these medical gentlemen ;-— 
for, very unfortunately for them, but very 
fortunately for himself, their patient will 
die this very night. 

•* Your Lordship must be already con- 
vinced,** continued the Demon, " even 
if you have never before reflected upon the 
subject, that dreams are no more than ex- 
aggerated pictures of waking »life. — The 
happy, in their sleep, often fancy that they 
feel all the troubles which wait on ex-, 
treme oiisfortune ; while the wretched, in 
ah equal proportion, tay down on their 
beds to forget their sorrows during the 
short, but restorative interval of peaceful 
slumbers. 

" As an example to- illustrate the truth 
of this observation, you may see a person 
most comfortably sleeping in an upper 
chamber of the house, with two splendid 
lamps illuminating the door of it; whose 
great wealthy with all the agrSments of life 
which it can purchase, is not capable of 
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procuring for him, in the course of a 
n)ontb, so much real satisfaction as is 
crowded into a short dream that now de- 
tights his fancy. 

" IJe is the son of a clergyman who 
ran away with the sister of a youpg man 
of large fortune, to whom he was a do- 
mestic tutor, — and after being discarded, 
with his wife, from the notice of her fami- 
ly, was left, during the rest of his life, to 
«uch comforts as can be produced by^ 
living of about three hundred poundls a 
ytar.— His son, the object of our pre- 
sent attention, was qualified, by the edu- 
, cation of a common country school, \.o be 
put out apprentice, at the usual age, to a 
creditable shopkeeper, in a considenible mar- 
ket-town, at no' great distance from the 
place of his fathers residence. After he 
had passed the term of his apprenticeship 
with great credit to himself, and eqral 
satisfaction to his master, his father being 
induced to pay a visit to London, in or 
der to solicit some additional prefermen 
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of an old friend and school-fellow, who 
had been lately promoted to the see of 
Canterbury, he thought it would be a fa- 
vourable opportunity to indulge his son 
with a sight of the metropolis, and ac- 
cordingly made him- the companion of 
his journey. 

" The young man having some com- 
mission to execute for his late master, 
with several of his town correspondents, 
his manner of transacting business had 
such an effect upon one of them, who was 
a very eminent haberdasher of small wares, 
that he made him an offer of engaging 
him as a journeyman in his shop, at a 
considerable salary.-r-In the mean time, 
his father was daily knocking at his old 
friend the Archbishop's palace-gate, with- 
out being able to gain admittance ; and 
when he did, at length, procure by his 
importunities, a short audience of the 
Most Reverend Prelate, it was only to be 
received with coolness, and scarcely, 
remembered by one whom greatness^ — a 
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very common thing in this world of your s, 
— had rendered ungrateful. 

" The good man, however, returned 
home with the paternal consolation, that 
though he had got 'nothing but contempt 
and mortification for himself, — a com- 
fortable provision had providentially fallen 
to the lot of his son. 

** In this situation the young man con- 
tinued for several years, in the confidence 
of his master ; and at his death he married 
the daughter of a respectable tradesman in 
the neighbourhood, whose fortune, added 
to his own savings, enabled him to be- 
come himself the master of the very shop 
in which he had been such an active and 
faithful servant. 

"There he passed several busy years 
of unremitting industry and increasing 
respect — had served all the principal offi- 
ces of his parish with credit, — reYused the 
offer of being elected into the common- 
council of London, and lived in all th6 
happiness which easy circumstances, an 
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■^s,„g trade,. nd .good naU could 
afford him ; when, by the death of his 
uncle, whom he had never seen, without 
children and without a will^ he came into 
the immediate possession of an estate of 
five thousand pounds a year^ — and lost all 
his former comforts for ever. 

** Not having been accustomed to the 
amusement and society of the fashionable 
world, he finds mortification instead of 
pleasure in the company of his equals ;— 
his fine park and woods, in the country, 
are a desert in his eyes; — the tranquillity' 
of rural scenes is misery to him, who has 
so long been accustomed to, and delighted 
•with the hurry and rattle of Temple- Bar; 
— and, as his wife will not sufl^er him to 
live in the neighbourhood of his former 
situation, or to associate with his former 
acquaintance, the poor man ^cannot be 
said to enjoy a moment's real satisfaction, 
but in his sleep, which sometimes fanci- 
fully engages him in the occupation of his 
past life/ 

B 3 
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** At this moment he is enjoying that 
happiness in the highest degree ; — for he 
dreams that he is still occupied witl^ 
haberdashery and small vvares^ and that, in 
consequence of a general mourning, he is 
hastily measuring out gauze, crape^ and 
black ribbon^ to the nun^rous customers 
who throng his shop on that pressing 

« 

occasion. Unhappy man, who will so 

shortly awake from the luxury of had- 
ling a yard behind a counter, in Fleet- 
Street, to a fine hotel and a coach and sis 
in Portland Place. — Such is the influence 
of habit and education. 

** In the next house, however, the 
efSces of sleep are, by no means, of such, 
a soothing and satisfactory nature. In the 
chamber where you must perceive a lamp 
to be burning by the side of the bed, with 
a pack of cards and some dice upon the 
table, reposes, if feverish sleep may be 
^led repose, one of those many heedless^ 
cnfertunate gentlemen, who having beei^ 
•heated out of his fortune at the ganung;- 
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table IS now employing his experience to 
regain it, by the very same artifices by 
which he lost it. 

*' The life of such a man I need not 
explain to you; but there is a circumstance 
of prudence in the conduct of this game- 
ster which I shall not pass by without 
observation. While he wins, he never 
quits the table, if any one remains to 
lose, — but he never allows himself to lose 
more than a certain stated sum at a sit- 
ting, and when that is ej^hausted, he leaves 
the party and returns home. Having been 
so unlucky as to get rid of the allotted 
quota at an early part of the night, he is 
now in bed at a very unusual hour, where 
he dreams that he has been throwing dice 
with death on a tomb-stone, for his life ; 
arid that the scare-crow having won the 
cast, is about to consign him to an adjoin* 
ing charnel-house. 

" The manin the chamber of the next 
house, with a piano- forte by the side 
of his bed/* *^ If it were possible/' in- 
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terriiptecl the Count, " I should suppose 
that jour worship's sagacity had, for once^ 
escaped you ; for from the delicate furni- 
ture of the room, the festoons of ribbon, 
and the wreaths of artificial flowers, which 
I see scattered about it, with the superior 
elegance of the toilette, it has, in my mind, 
the most decided appearance of a feminine 
apartment," 

'^ As for the real sex," replied Ihe 
Demon, ** of the amiable owner of it, 
I will not dispute the matter with you ; — 
for it belongs to one of those neutral beings 
with which Italy' furnishes the operas of 
the rest of Europe, as well as its own. — 
He or she, or call it what you will, is a 
very celebrated and favourite finger of 
the ^English Italjan Theatre, and now 
actually dreaqis that he has a pregnant' 
wife and six children, with no means of 
maintaining them but from the pittance 
of a salary which he receives as the clerk 
of a melhodist meeting. , 

** Mowtver, to remove your attention 
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at once to an object of whose sex there 
can be no doubt, the tent bed in an upper 
chamber, a little to the left of us, contains 
the virgin chnrms of a Maid of Honour,^^ 
who, at this moment, dreams that she is 
married to the Prince of Wales, and is 
preparing to appear at the Queen's draw- 
ing room, where she is to be received as 
the consort of the Heir Apparent of the 
British empire. 

" In the room beneath her is an old 
gentlemans and a near relation of the 
young lady, whose whole life has been 
spent in the pleasures, —or which, as he 
has managed the business, might be more 
properly called the trade of the turf. — 
He is just awoke, in a state of violent 
agitation, from a very alarming dream, 
in which he thought that a favourite brood 
mare had droppe^l a foal by an ass, in- 
stead of one by Eclipse. 

" The next house but one," continued 
the Demon, *^ belongs to a nobleman, 
every part of whose life has been charac- 
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terized and disgraced by a brutal love of 
women, as well as a brutal treatment of 
the numberless unhappy creatures who 
have been prostituted to his libidinous 
appetites. — No situation has been too low 
for his grovelling amours, — no character 
too vuJgar to be the object of them, — 
and no circumstance of innocence or dis- 
tress sufficient to check their depravity or 
.awaken his kindness. — He now sleeps in 
the cham"ber which you see is fitted up 
with blue and yellow furniturg, and the 
dream which occupies his fancy is of a 
most singular, and to him, indeed, of a 
very distressing nature ; — for he absolutely 
tliinks that he is turned into a mule, and 
about to be rode by his wife, from whom 
he has been some years separated, and dri- . 
ven on with whips rx>und the beacon- 
course at Newmarket, by all the unhappy 
women whom he has debauchodj deceived, 
0r diseased." 

^ If. this mans waking hours/* said 
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Don Cleofas, ** bear any proportion, in 
the article of misery, to his present slum* 
bers, it would be an act 'of great mercy to 
take him at once to your infernal shades ; 
and save him, at least, from any further 
torture of suspense, — with respect to his 
future allotment.'' 

" Though his mind,*' replied Asmodeus, 
"is not totally callous, nor his courage 
so determined as to be wholly without 
remorse as to his past life, or without ap- 
prehension as to the final consequences of 
it, — ^}»et there are certain opiates which 
great wealth and dejjraved passions can 
find the means of applying, that serye 
to deaden, or to avert, in a great de^ 
gree, the alarms of closing life. — Such 
men, with all their enormities, may be 
said rather to die drunk, than in despair. 

" The white house, a little further on, 
furnishes an example of no common agir 
tation iu the dreams of the mistress of 
it. She now fancies that she has incurred 
so large a debt at play, that it will be inv 
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impossible for her to discharge it, without 
applying once more to the generosity of 
her Lord : and iti the act of making the 
necessary application, she thinks that she 
^ perceives a pair of large antlers of solid 
gold, springing from his brows, which he 
readily consents she shall saw off, to relieve 
her from her immediate difficulties, 

** At the very next door lives a Judge, 
a man of very great talents, knowledge, and 
integrity ; the principal object of whose 
life is to fulfil the duties of his important 
office, with the most rigid and impartial 
justice. Happy are the people who have 
such.wholesome laws as regulate the govern- 
ment of this country,— ^with such upright 
and wise magistrates to be the organs of 
them. This sage man is now dreaming 
that he is passing sentence of death on a 
prince of the blood, for the murder of a 
'Chi m ney - s w^eeper. 

^ In the chamber where yoU may see a 
large table covered with books, and a wri- 
ting-desk by the bed-side, sleeps a gentle- 
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man of great learning, and the most unre* 
mitting industry in literary and phtlosophi* 
cal pursuits. He last night finished a 
work which had employed the labours of 
ten years, and he is, at this moment, 
dreaming that this volume, on which he 
rests not only for present honour, but 
posthumous fame, is thrown into the fire 
by an amiable woman, whom he has fortu- 
nately got for a wife :— on the pretence that 
so much study will certainly destroy 
his health, she cannot shew her a^ection 
for him in a more convincing manner, than 
by destroying the incitements to it.*' 

** I hope,'" said the Count, " that his 
dreams proves him to be a man of spirit ; 
and that when she has thrown his papers 
into the fire, he throwa her after them." 

" By no means,** answered the Demon ; 
** for he very qalmly tells her, in his drea,m« 
as he would have done had the circumstance 
happened when he was awak«, that lil^e 
all people who act in such an unreflecting 
manner, she herself frustrates the very 
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object she proposes ; and immediately sets 
about arranging his plan to re-commence 
another ten years of toil and labour.** 

" If this worthy man," said Don Cleofas, 
'^Js as cool and philosophic when he is 
awake, as he fancies himself while he is 
asleep, he inust be the most delightful of 
all husbands to a termagant wife." 

" You were never, my good friend, 
more mistaken in your life.'* answered 
Asmodeus ; ^* for it is this cool, calm, and 
unresisting temper, — this patient endurance 
of- ill-treatment, that irritates his irritable 
rib, more than the most angry, petulant, or 
contradictory conduct. — She herself says, 
that he is the best creature in the world* 
and that if she could but, now and then, 
put him in a passion, she should not despair 
of being tolerably happy with him. 

" The good lady herself is also employed 
in her sleep, accordiiig to the living tenqr 
of her character. — She now dreams that 
she has placed, under her husband's pillow, 
a peculiar sweet-scented herb, which, she 
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thinks, when deposite4"in a warm place; for 
a short time^ will become a scorpion 5 afld 
she is now in a state of very sensible vexa- 
tion, that the imaginary experiment does 
not succeed." \ 

" After all," said the Count, " you must 
be obliged to own, that to save a man from 
wringing off such a wife s neck, or tying a , 
cord round his own, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to be a disciple of the most patient 
sect that religion or philosophy has ever 
established in the world/' 

" This poor wise man's' lot is not the 
best," answered the Demon ; ** but, in 
the happiness of marriage, both parties 
would always do well to make patience a 
•party in the indissoluble engagement.'* 

^** Surely," observed Don Cleofas, 
" the gientleman, in the room beyond that 
which contains the philosopher, must be 
dreaming that he is beneath the torrid 
zone ; — for not a curtain of his bed is 
drawn, and the bed-clotbes are so entirely 
thrown from ofFhim, that a statuary might 
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make a study from his present; unsheltered 
figure.'* 

. ** Nevertheless," answered Asmodeus, 
smiling, "according to his immediate 
sensation, he is nothing less th«n warm : — 
He is a ytamg man, whose fortune is pretty 
nearly exhausted : — nor, indeed, will the 
remainder of it be sul!icient to discharge 
the demands of his creditors. — In this 
comfortable situation, he dreams that he is 
an inhabitant of some country where 'there 
is a law that every person who is in debt, 
shall be seated, without small-clothes, upon 
a cold stone in the public market: place ; — 
and to remain there «till his debts- are paid ; 
•^and at this moment he thinks that be 
is actually submitting to such a singula 
punishment. 

^' His neighbour, however, in the room 

below him, fancies himself to be even ia a 

more disagreeable sitnatimi. — He is pos- 

, sessed of a considerable fortune, which he 

^ has not acquired ' in that kind of way to 

afford a man much comfort in reflecting 
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upon it.— All his pleasure consists in thfe 
consciousness of being rich ; — and all bis 
fears are directed to that period when he 
must be separated from his riches for ever. 
His dream, therefore, as you will snppose, 
must be very comfortable, when I tell 
you that he at this moment fancies him 
self compelled, by some extraordinary 
power, to prepare a tomb-stone for his 
own grave, — and that the mason is now 
actually consulting with him upon the de- 
sign and expence of it. 

" The lady who sleeps in the front 
chamber of the adjoining house dreams 
that she is busily employed in writing ano- 
nymous letters, full of malice and mischief 
— and, if it were not the mere fancied 
action of a dream, she would, I believe, 
feel herself fatigued, — as that amiable and 
instructive employment has occupied her 
benevolent mind throi^gh the whole of the 
preceding day. 

^* If you will now,'' continued the De- 
mon, *^ turn yourself a little to the left — '• 
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" Permit me, if you please," inter- 
rupted the Count, " before you proceed 
any further, just to ask you what I am to 
understand by anonymous letters ; — as the 
manner in which you thought proper to 
pronounce those words, dispose me to 
imagine that some character of a particular 
description is annexed to this kind of epis- 
tolary writing.** 

" They are letters," answered Asmode- 
us, "written without signatures; and so 
disguised that the writer may not be known 
or even traced to a discovery. — It does, 
indeed, sometimes happen^ that they are 
applied to a good and friendly purpose, — 
and, to say the truth, if it were to my 
present plan, I could name many instances, 
where much good has been derived from 
them ; — but, in general, they are written 
to satisfy envy, malice, or revenge ; and 
to eftect the objects of base mischief and 
cowardly resentment, — By the help of these 
fraudulent engines, how many friendships 
have been dissolved!— liow many mar- 
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riages prevented ! — and how many families 
thrown into confusion, as well as broken into 
divisions! — There is nothing so easy as to 
scatter suspicion, and disseminate malice 
about the world r— and these Sybil leaves 
are admirably calculated to spread it through 
the domestic circles of life : — In short," 
added Asmodeus, '^ were I to enter into 
all the possible modes into which this kind 
of artillery may be, and is daily employed, 
by malice and envy, to interrupt the hap- 
piness, and lessen the honour of superior 
or rival characters, — you might remain on 
this parapet till the noon day should shine 
upon yoiu — But surely your own wicked 
wit cannot be at a loss to suggest the mis- 
chief which may be done by the post, who 
is not liable to pay for the scandal it inno- 
cently propagates, and whose authors it 
does not possess any power or means of 
discovering**' 

" The general principles,'* replied the 
Count, *' of this pen and paper assassination, 
I can very well comprehend. — ^Where the 
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perpetrating character is involved in impe- 
netrable darkness, I well know the mischief 
that may be done. From the insight I have 
been permitted to have into your worshipV 
mode of proceedings, whose operations 
owe their eflfect to the invisibility of your 
agency, — and of whose conduct in the 
precious business of mischief, this anony- 
mous letter- writing appears to me to be a 
very happy imitation, — it appears to me to 
be one of those pleasant, mischievous 
measures, which are indebted for their 
invention to yourself, or some of your 
amiable brotherhood." 

*' Your wit, my good friend," replied the 
Demon, " is inexpressibly pleasant, but it 
will not enliven me so far as to make me 
assume a merit which is not my due. — For 
this mode of communication has been 
adopted, in one form or other, from the 
earliest times; — and the fact is, that the 
increasing con\ eniences of social life aug- 
ment the means of gratifying the malevolent 
as well as the better passions. — It is so 
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ordered, you may believe me, that while 
human beings are such a compound of 
good and ill as they at present are, there 
must necessarily be a tax upon all advan- 
tages, and an alloy to every blessing of 
life : — Truth and falsehood, — philanthro- 
py and malice, — in short, vice and virtue 
will, while this world lasts, be continually 
engaged in a contest with each other." 

*' But is ' it not in your power," de- 
manded Don Cleofas, '* by some contri- 
vance or other, to give m^ an illustration 
of the peculiar mode of conducting this 
kind of masked attack on , her friends, — 
her acquaintance, — ^tmd her enemies, — for 
I can suppose they are all equally the ob- 
jects of it, — which is adopted by this vete- 
ran anonymous writer, who is the cause 
of our present reflections, — you might, 
for example, repeat or describe to me, 
any one of those pleasant epistles which 
occupied her mind during the day; or, in 
short, of that which plays upon her fancy 

at this moment of the night. 
VOL. V a. c 
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him, to delay, at least, the completion of 
his intended nuptials, till he had made 
some very minute enquiries relative to a 

scene in a coppice near ■' in 

Lincolnshire; — which, in the scandalous 
chronicle of that neighbourhood, was sup- 
posed to have passed there, not many y^ars 
ago ; — the principal actors in which were, 
the curate of the parish and a certain lady, 
whom the world reports to be on the point 
of being married to one of the best of 
men." 

" Though there was not a word^ of 
truth on which to ground suggestion of such 
an event, — or even of its having ever* been 
suspected, — or any thing like it^— in the 
country where the scene was laid, — or 
any where else,— -within the knowledge ol 
the anonymous writer, — yet it might have 
so happened that the artifice would have 
operated more or less, on the minds of a 
certain description of people — and, if 
so,— the first hints would have been fol- 
lowed'up with a progressive train of well- 
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wrought, natural surmises, that might 
not only have delayed the marriage — but, 
by producing certain consequences of 
pique, jealousy, and coolness, «ither real 
or assumed, have been the undiscovered 
cause of entirely breaking off the match : 
Happily, however, for the innocent parties, 
the gentleman to whom these very friendly 
hints were addressed, possessed an heart, 
an understanding, and a knowledge of 
the world, which w^as very superior to such 
miserable contrivance, treachery, and fi-' 
nesse : — He . loved and revered the excel- 
lent woman to whom he was ab(Hit to be 
united; he felt this insidious aitisrk upon 
her character as the most cnul injas?ice 
to her, as well as the most mahgnnnt affront 
to himself; anil therefore dcterniined to re- 
veng'ethem botl), by hastening the event 
that w^as the object of this secret n)alevo- 
lence; — and accordingly married the lady^ 
a fortnight sooner than was originally 
hilended. 

*' Amarilla, being convinced in her 
own mind that she had hast^^ned the very 
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event she hoped to retard, if not to frus- 
trate,— <Ietermined, with all the spirit of 
irritated mortification, to change the mode 
of her attack, — and to employ the most 
probable means her malice could suggest, 
to awaken the spirit of jealousy in the mind 
of her friend after marriage, which she 
had vainly endeavoured to insinuate into 
the breast of her husband previous to it. — 
She has, accordingly, this very day, 
among other similar matters, of less im- 
portance, written a disguised letter to 
her, friend Mrs. B. >, in which, 

with all the artifice of elegant apology, — 
the sweetning of delicate flattery, — and 
thehesitation of affectionate sensibility,— she 
mentions, — as from the best authority, — 
that a little Italian figurante, who was 
supposed to have been a favourite of Mr. 

B before his marriage, still retains 

a very serious Influence over him ; and 
that his best friends, who flattered them- 
selves that such a solemn engagement 
would have put tn end to so disgraceful 
a connexion, do not hesitate to expresii 
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their most unreseryed concerii, that the 
infiaence of so charming a wife cannot 
keep him from the syren, who only throws 
forth her allurements in order to riot in his 
dishonour. — This friendly intelligence 
i>eing gradually stated as an indubitable 
fact, — the precautions necessary to be 
taken on the occasion are then politely 
suggested, and a recommendation to con- 
sult one or two of her most intimate 
friends on the occasion, — with some added 
apologies, and a string of thgse consolatory 
reflections, which, under the guise of 
tender expressions, are artfully contrived 
to irritate, rather than to moderate, the 
grievance, — conclude the humane epistle." 
•* Of all this," said Don Cieofas, " I 
have as clear a ^comprehension as if I hrd 
literally read the wholv:; of this incendiary 
letler, — of which, you have rekted the 
subject, as I must own, in your best man* 
ner;— and, as your worship is sometimes 
so kind as to look a little into futurity to 
oblige me, — it would really gratify my 
curiosity in no common degree, to be in«. 
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formed concerning the consequences of 
such a damnable attempt to undermine 60 
fair a fabric of domestic happiness." 

" Be not so impetuous, my good friend, 
I beseech you/' replied Asmodeus : '* and 
I will endeavour to afford yoq the most 
ample satisfaction my prognosticating fa- 
culties can produce on the occasion. 

" You must know then, that this epistle 
will have all the effect on the mind of 
Mrs. B. that can be desired by the ma- 
lice which produced it; — and she will not 
have read it over a second time, before 
her carriage will be ordered to -take her 
immediately to the writer of it ; — and not 
only to shew the torturing letter to the 
triumphant Amarilla, — but to receive her 
advice as to the manner in which she shall 
conduct herself, on the very peculiar and 
mortifying occasion. — This will form one 
of the many curious scenes which are to be 

m 

performed to-day, on the theatre of this 
metropolis. 

** Jhe anonymous, but unsuspected 
«cribe, will now h«^vg another enlarged, 
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field whereon to exert her malignant ge- 
nius: — For the person who has laid the 
snare, to be consulted by the confiding 
object of it, as to the way in which she • 
shall proceed, seems, indeed, to threaten 
the latter with inevitable destruction: — 

» 

And if it depended on herself alone, the 
fair pros];ects of happiness, upon which 
she has of late gazed with so much deHght^ 
would be clouded for ever : — but Mrs, 

B. , after having been advised 

by her arLful counsellor to proceed with 
extreme caution, and to do nothing 
without the most certain conviction that 

this kind of secret information, whicji is: 

• . . . . • , ■ . 

alvyays of a suspicious nature, is. 

given from knowledge,— and a state of 

real circumstances, — will .not be able to 

4isguise her secret uneasiness; — which, as 

soon as it attracts the attention; will be 

followed by the anxious encjuiries, of her 

husband : — who, on perceiving that some-. 

thing of a serious nature lurks behinji the 

peculiar evasions with whioh bis soUcitpuii 

c 3 
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interrogations are treated, will come at 
once to the point, — and, in the manly 
tone, — acconipanied with the disappointed 
looks of piqued affection, — will insist upon 

being informed of the truth. — Mrs. B 

will then produce the letter she has lately 
received ; — and, when he has perused it, he 
will immediately fetch that, which, as I have 
already mentioned, had been addressed to 
himself;^— and, on offering it to her 
attention, he will observe, — but in the most 
mild and unreprpaching manner : — ^ There 

* is a letter which I received previous to 
** our marriage:— and I had that confidence 
' in you to accelerate our nuptials in con- 

* sequence of it; — you have received a 

* letter of a similar nature, sipce our mar- 
riage, and it inspires you with a most 
unmerited suspicion of my fidelity. — =— » 

* My dear Clara, let this, I beseech you, 
^ be tha last time that I shall triumph aver 
' you.* 

On examining these respective papers, 
they will perceive, from various circunio^ 



Stances, that they originated in the same 
malice, as they are written in the same 
hand; and mutually agree to consider theoi 
with the detestation and contempt which 
fiuch base engines of cowardly malign y 
so justly deserve. 

. " But this is not all;— Mrs. B 

on her next visit to Ainariila, will uncon* 
sciously represent this, and all attempts of 
the same nature, as beneath her notice ;^^ 
as incapable of intruding for a moment on 
her happiness, — and as nothing more than 
the fruitless attempt of some malignant 
and wretched character, to disgrace that 
virtue which she has lierself lost, — and to 
wound that honour which she can never 
attain." 

<^ This/* exclaimed Don Cleo&s, in a 
tone, and with a look of cordial triumph ;, 
'' this would be a scene I should contem* 
plate with the most inexpressible satisfiiction. 
But, to complete your promise, tell me^ 
if you please, what may be the occupatiua 
Qf her ^resent thoughts, which, accerdaig; 
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to your account, is no more than a fanciful 
continuation of her daily mischief." 

*• She . is, at this moment," replied As- 
mbdeus, ** arranging a precious little plan 
of malignity ;r— she dreams that she iscoii^ 
fidentially informed by one of her intimate 
female acquaintance, — who is a very ad* 
mired person in the great world, — that the 
luxuries of high life have rather exceeded 
the power of her husband's fortune ;-^and 
that while not an human beir>g suspects 
their embarrassment, they purpose to steal 
quietly abroad, under a pretetice of binng- 
. ihg "back their son from £ln' academy in 
JNormandy: wh^e they thfeiti selves irt^^nd- 
to renrain for the -two years whitb •may' 
be necessary to retrieve their affairs. — 
Having received this account df thfe secret 
design of her friends, she ' cohtinues to- 
dream that she writes anonymoes letters to 
their principal cre^ditors/ to inform them 
of the circumstance, — with a' few friendly 
little hints, to tate their measures «iccord- 
ifigly.'* 



/ 
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" Such a wretch," exclaimed the Count, 
" would disgrace the character of a common 
devil.'* 

^ " Not quite so fast, my good lord/' 
said the Demon; *' you are under more 
obligations to such characters as Amarilla 
than you are aware of. — It is to the wicked 
nature of these people that we minister- 
ing devils owe all our leisure : — If indivi- 
duals of your species did not often do our 
work for us, we should not have a moment's 
repose. — In short, were it not for a pretty 
deal of human assistance in my department, 
I should not possess the present, or, 
ind^d, any- opportunity of fulfilling my 
promises, and demonstrating my gratitude, 
tciyoo." 

•*' If that be the^ case,*' replied Don 
Ckofag, " my lips are closed on the sub- 
ject ;— and your s may be opened, if you- 
thti^k proper, oa the history of the man 
who sleeps in a room, which seems to oc- 
cupy the whole ro'of of an house to the left 
of us ;~jand, if it were not for the bed on 
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which the gocxl man reposes, — has more 
the air of a work-shop than a bed- 
chamber." 

** It is/' replied Asmodeos, '' the hou^e^ 
—the shop, — the chamber, — the parlour, — 
and the every thing, of a very ingenious 
indefatigable, and scheming mechanic— » 
If we were to remain here till he arose, you 
would see his bed transformed into n 
table and two chairs, which form all the 
upholstery of his apartment. He has in- 
vented many machines of gneat utility.^ — 
and improved others,— of which his em- 
ployers have, in general, reapisd the benefit, 
and sometimes the honour. — ^This inge- 
nious man dreams that he has discovered 
the art of making echoes, and that he is 
now employed in drawing up an advertise- 
ment, to ofier his service for supplying 
echoes in every degree of reverberation,' 
from the gentlest whisper, to the report of 
a cannon, — for the use of parks, gardens^ 
music-rooms, and ladies chambers. 

<' In the garret of the adjoining house^. 
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on a bed without curtains, sleeps that 
wretched and unhappy being, an hireling 
poet, — who gets his scanty bread by writing 
ballads for street-singers, — poems of every 
denomination for magazines and newspa- 
pers, — and songs for the public gardens : — 
he is not without some rays of poetical 
genius, but they are clouded by necessity, 
and chilled by penury. — He is at present 
dreaming about a tragedy that he has long 
meditated to write, — and he thinksthat he 
has already got to the thirty-sixth act. 

** In the room beneath the poet, the 
professor of a sister art is enjoying th^ 
highest honours that can await the skill of 
painters. — During the day, he has been 
employed in painting the arms of the 
Prince of Wales, to decorate the front of 
a tradesman's shop, who has the honour 
of serving his Royal Highness with boots 
and shoes ; but he now fancies that he is 
an historic painter of the first class,— and 
that the cartoons of Raphael, at the Queen's 
house, are actually taken down, to make 
room for the superior works of bis pencil. 



40 DEVIL UrOX TAV^O STICKS 

*^ In the adjoining chamber is a most 
pleasant fellaw of a clergyman, who loves 
a joke better tliua his bible; — ahdofthe 
bible itself will make a joke rather than 
balk his fancy,-— or deny himself the glory 
of creating a laugh. — How many friend^ 
has that inconsiderate man m:ide and lost, 
by unfortunate exertions of his wit, — and 
the irresistible impulse of misapplied rail- 
lery ! — He once lost a good wife, and a 
good fortune, by ridiculing sorne acci- 
dental imperfections of the tender and be- 
loved mother of a young lady to whom he 
paid his addrespQs; — and by turning his^ 
sarcasms against a bishop, justified the pre- 
late in withdrawing bis promise of making, 
an ample provision for hun in the churchy 
He is now smiling on his pillow, frooij . 
dreaming that he is preaching, before the 
veteran and hoary pensioners of Chelsea-, 
hospital^ and that he has taken for his. 
text, — *' Remember thy Creatot in the day a 
of thy youth." 
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*' In the chamber on the ^ame parallel 
with that of the unlucky wight of a parson, 
and whose very floor is strewed with old 
books and pamphlets, a poor author jis now 
rioting in excess of wealth and plenty. — 
He is a man o,f some learning, and more 
taste, — who is so unfortunate as to be a 
^ drudge of the booksellers, and who, by 
labouring with his pen and his brain, ten 
hours a day, throughout the whole year, 
gets just sufficient to pay his board and 
lodging, to support a decent appearance, 
and to indulge himself in a few coffee- 
house expenses. — At this very moment, he 
dreams • that he is an Italian opera- singer, 
and has just cleared fifteen hundred pounds 
at his benefit. — What a pity, — one might 
add, indeed, what a shime it is, that he 
must so soon aw^Jce to be the slave of 
Paier noster row, at the rate of three or 
four guineas a week. 

" Look a little further down the street," . 
continued the Devil upon Two Sticks, — 
*' and you will see a baker's shop, wjiere 
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the people are busy in heating the ovens, 
and preparing to bake the bread for their 
customers of the ensuing day. — Ycu v/iH 
be so good as to let your eyes pass from the 
bottom to the top of the house, where you 
may see the master himself, who, having re- 
gulated th« various proportions of the un- 
baked provisions, is just gone to his bed; 
and, fatigued with the toil of the night and 
morning, already dreams, that, on ac- 
count of the present high price of corn, he 
has charitably ordered a certain number 
of loaves to be made above the standard 
Aveight for the benefit of the poor. 

** But,'' demanded the Count, " does he 
not think, at the same time, that he de- 
minishes in the same proportion, the legal 
quantities of bread which he intends to sell 
to the rich.'' — *' By no means,'' replied the 
Demon, *^ he is at present, all humanity 
and justice, — but he will awake from this 
visionary scene of benevolence, to receive 
a summons from a magistrate, on an in- 
formation made against him by the stew- 
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ard of a neighbouring hospital, for having, 
supplied it, with loaves of notorious defi- 
ciency. 

" The very next house is the dwelling of 
that truly respectable kind of dealer called a 
pawnbroker, who no>^ imagines in his 
sleep, that a poor woman comes to pledge 
her last rags, to procure food for three sick 
children, — and that he is so affected by 
her maternal tenderness and melancholy 
condition, as not only to provide her with 
clothes for her decent appearance, and 
money for her immediate relief, — but to 
promise her ten shillings a week, till he 
can place her in a situation where she may 
procure a comfortable support for herself 
and little ones. 

" In the first floor of the pawnbroTcer's 
house, and a very proper place you will 
«ay it is for such, a person, lodges a worthy 
old man who has supported and enriched 
himself by the honourable profession of 
usury. — He too contrives sometime to' 
sleep ; and is now dreaming, that in one of 
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his Sunday rambles in the vicinity of the 
metropolis, he has found a bag of gold 
and bank-notes; which he immediately ad- 
vertises, and returns to the person who h^d 
lost them, without having purloined a 
guinea, or receiving any other rew,ard but 
the acknowledgements of the grateful 
owner, 

*' These people, I fear," said Don Cleo- 
fas, " retired very late indeed to their re- 
pose : — for their sleeping thoughts do not 
appear to possess that veracity, which, ac- 
cording \o the poet you have Rlua^'y quo- 
ted, accompau es the latter portion of noc- 
turnal rest. 

*' Tlie philosophy of poets*' answered 
Asmodeus, — '* is not of very sterling de- 
pendence;— rand though there may be sound 
physics, as well as good morals, in the opi- 
nion to which you allude, the fancy that 
plays about the human n)ind iij ,the hours 
of rest,— is, believe me, but an aceidental 
reporter of truth or falsehood. — If, how- 
ever, . you wish to have an example of 
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something like truth of application in a 
passing dream, — you may see the object of 
it in a large chamber, with a lamp burning 
on a bracket above the chimney-pieca— • 
In that large bed of green damask, with 
the curtains undrawn at the feet, sleeps a 
wealthy asthmatic old gentleman, who, but 
yesterday, attained his sixty-ninth year, and 
is in a few days to be married to^a 
blooming young woman of twenty-four. — 
He dreams, . as your lordship will say,GptIy 
enough, — that he is become an infant, 
and that his intended bride is the nurse, who 
feeds him with a spoon. 

" I shall give you some little occasion 
to smile," continued the Devil, *' when 
I have communicated to you on the subject 
which agitates the lady's fancy who is now 
tumbling the pillows of the white bed in 
an upper room of the adjoining house. — 
She is, ^t present, so occupied in acting 
over her feverish occupations of the passed 
day, — that when she awakes from the 
repose of to-night, she will find herself 
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« 

afflicted by the very lassitude which she 
expected to have been removed by it. — The 
fair gamester, at this moment, thinks that 
she has been engaged in the usual amuse- 
ments of her evenings, — and that she has 
been playing at piquet witli an inveterate ill 
fortune, that has stripped her of every thing. 
— She imagines that she has not only lost 
her money, trinkets and clpthes^but that her 
teeth have also become the property of her 
opponent ; and that on staking one of her 
eyes, relenting fortune turns the scale in 
her favour, and affords her the unexpected 
prospect of rising at last a winner from the 
table." — " As you were proceeding," said 
the Count, " I really began to be alarmed 
for the lady's honour. I was fearful of that 
precious article being brought to the ha- 
zard.'* *^ Such is the spirit of play," 
answered the Demon, " that her honour 
would have preceded her ear-rings, — but 
fortunately she has not beauty d^nough to 
ma|:e it a current commodity." 

" Hitherto," replied Don Cleofas^ *' j^a 
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hate obliged me by relating only the 
thoughts of sleep ; but now I presume you 
will introduce me to the actions of it, — for 
the young lady whom I see sitting upon 
her bed in riding-dress, and making up 
something of a4)ackage,— is, I suppose, 
one of those whose dreams are so very 
powerful, as to make them act, in every . 
respect, as if they were broad awake. — 
This charming girl, I presume, istiflTicted 
with the very unpleasant' habit of walking 
in her sleep." 

" You never hazarded a more unfortu- 
nate conjecture in your life," answered 
Asmotleus. *' She is at this moment as little 
encumbered with sleep as yourself;— cikI 
though she is not immediately in that class 
of objects which affords the subject of our 
present observations, yet as shchasattracled 
your notice; and there is something 
singular in the circumstances of her life, 
as well as of her present situation, — I will 
introduce her little history as an episode. 
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which may afFord no unpleasing variety t» 
the allotted objects of the night. 

** Clara is a young lady of fashion; and 
her parents, as the general appearance of 
the house in which they live might lead 
you to suppose, are persons of large for- 
tune, who figure in the highest circles of 
what is called the great world. She is 
their only child, — their darling daughter, 
—and they do every thing, in their power 
to make the qualities of her piind rival the 
beauties of her form. — There is only one 
point in which they are deficient, — but 
that may be said to involve the whole, — 
the parental duty of presenting a good 
example for her imitation. Here there isi 
a most lamentable inattention,— -and they 
ought to be thankful that this criminal 
negligence finds no heavier punishment 
than that which is about to be inflicted on 
it. — ]Sut to proceed — 

** No sooner had Clara attained to that 
period of life when the youthful mind -is 
capable of serious Veflection, than her father 
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lost ot) opportunity to warn her against the 
arts of libertine men, — and to impress the 
idea, that the most, invaluable jewel a 
female could possess, was a spotless repu« 
tation. — But this thoughtle^ iather was 
himself a man of extreme dissipation : at 
the very time when he was describing to 
his child the infamy of laying schemes for 
the seduction of young women, he him- 
self was a seducer ;-^and was frequently 
engaged in the lustful arts of dishonouring 
the daughter of another, at the very hour 
when he appeared to be so solicitous for 
the preservation of his own. 
. *' In giving his parental instructions 
to his girl, he would assure her that a man 
vA\o drank to excess, must be a bad hus- 
band, and abadfether, — at the very moment 
when he was going to dine at a tavern 
with a set of men who, were all drunkards 
as well as himself. — He has recommended 
her to avoid a quarrelsome and ^ hot- 
headed man, as a character with whom 
a woman could not enjoy a moment's 

VOL, VI* , D 
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peace, — while he himself was writing a 
fchallenge to the most intimate friend of his 
life. And as for a Newmarket lover, he 
has forbade her, again and again, on pain 
of his lasting displeasure, ever to think of 
a man who will leave her society for that 
of stable-men, and the lowest gamblers, 
and risk his fortune on the speed, of an horse ; 
— although he himself never misses a New- 
market meeting, and is known by all who 
know him, to be passionately attached to 
the amusements of the turf. 

" Her mother also has plenty of good 
instructions, and bad examples for this un- 
fortunate young lady. — She is a woman 
whose pride is not only troublesome to all 
her acquaintance, but painful to herself — 
She thinks of nothing but the dignity of 
her stalion,' the honour of her family, and 
the necessity of keeping her inferiors at a 
distance. Nevertheless, in the midst of 
,this haughty demeanour, she continually 
recommends to her daughter the practice of 
complaisance and condescension to all, — 
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and, by an unaffected humility to inferiors, 
even of the lowest denomination, to lessen, 
if possible, « any apparent ,3everity in the 
appointment of their subordinate stations. 
^ '*■ Against satiricaj reflections, ill-na- 
tured remarks, or unfavourable represen- 
tations of the actions, or persons of others 
— the utmost exertions of maternal elo- 
quence are constantly employed, for the 
instruction of her daughter; — while the 
good lady henself never speaks of her 
.acquaintance, or even her friends, without 
some proportion of acrimony or reprehen* 
sion, — and is as sparing of her praise 
of others, as if it would recoil in the form 
of reproach upon herself. 

** As for cards, Clara had been forbir*- 
den, — in the most positive language of 
prohibition, and the severest menace on 
disobedience, — to touch them; — while her 
mother frequently passes the night in the 
amusements of the card-table; — and the 
girl has oftentimes received a lecture from 
her parent against thet folly of dress,— the 

D 2 
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nonsense of finery, and the ruinous conse- 
quences of the love of parade, in a room 
be-spread with habiliments of every expense, 
and by the side of a toilette covered with 
diamonds. 

" Nor, while the inferior branches of 
human duty are thus enforced by precept, 
and opposed by practice, — is religion, the 
primary source of tht m all, passed by in 
silence. — Clara is urged to morning and 
evening prayer by those whose eyes are 
never directed to Heaven, either for the 
purpose of p tition or thanksgiving ; — and 
she is taught, to believe, that the being 
absent from church on the Sabbath, is a 
most unpardonable error, by those whom 
she has heard to declare, in terms of jocu- 
larity, that since they approached the al- 
tar to be married, they had never been 
seen in a place of public worship. 

^ In short, the parents of this charm- 
ing girl are continually giving her instruc- 
tion > wh ch they never practise, and differ, 
in cv'jry example of their conduct^ frorn 
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every precept of their advice. Not a les- 
son has she received from her mother,— 
which her own example has not been cal- 
culated to destroy; — nor any serious coun- 
sel from her father, — which his actions 
have not openly disapproved. It cannot, 
therefore, be a matter of surprise to you, 
or, in your opinion, of blame to poor Clara, 
when I inform you, that she is -up, and 
dressed at this early hour, in order to run 
away with an amiable and well-educated 
young clergyman, who has for some time ' 
past been employed to teach her the use 
of the globes. 

" I perceive by the smile that is break- 
ing upon your countenance,'* continued 
the Demon, " that I am to expect a few of 
your agreeable remarks on the occasion, — 
so let them con^e without hesitation, as 
pur present excursion draws towards a con- 
clusion." " Indeed, my friend," answered 
the Count, ** Ihave only to observe, that 
as the parents of the young lady gave her 
instructions to restrain her inclination,. 
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while they allowed an unlimited indulgeoce 
to their own,— tliey will surely have no 
just right to reproach her for i-eceiving 
their instructions, and following their ex- 
ample." 

" I beg your pardon," replied Asmo- 
deos, ** I was really apprehensive that the 
conclusion of this little .history would have 
furnished your lively fancy with some spor- 
tive images, — ^^and that you would, at least, 
liave contrived a laugh at the expense of 
the runaway parties/' " I felt," said 
Don Cleofas, " a very contrary disposition^ 
I assure you; — this is a moment of too 
much suspense and anxiety to justify 
jocular levity. Jf the young people, in- 
deed, were returned safe and happy^from 
their, expedition, I might, perhaps, laugh 
with the best of them, 

^ In the mean time, then,'* continued 
the Devil, " I will furnish you with a sub- 
ject for your mirth in the house at the 
corner of the street, every room of which 
you must perceive to be irlled with rare 
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and curious articles in the various branches 
of natural philosophy. The gentleman 
who occupies a chamber at the top of the 
house, for the benefit of the air, and who 
sleeps in a bed without curtains, that the 
current of it may not be impeded, — is a 
very eminent writer of natural history, 
and a Fellow of the Royal Society : — He, 
at this moment, dreams that he is so near 
.marriage, as to be accompanying a lady 
to the church for that purpose, — when^ 
just as he reaches the porch-^observing a 
butterfly of a very ^ rare speeies, basking 
upon a wild flower, by the side of a grave, 
-^he stops the company, to give him an 
opportunity of catching it ; — but the 
winged insect esi[^ping, he thinks that he ^ 
pursues it over hill and dale, — through 
brake and briar, — and that, in the ardour of 
his chase, he leaves the bride to all the 
disappointment of her^iwkward situation! 
—-and the marriage-rites to the solemni- 
zation of a future day. 
*^ In the house on this ' side the habtta- 
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tion of the pliiiost^her, lives a wealthy, a 
worthy, and a jovial alderman of I^ndon ; 
who, at this moment, imagines himself to 
be at table with a bishop, who has a more 
gormandizing appetite than himself. 

" Turn round for a moment, I pra^' 
you," continued the Demon, " and you 
will see a chamber which, from tlie iiun>- 
ber of phials and other parapliernalia of 
the apothecary's shop, denotes it to be, as it 
truly is, the residence of some one under 
medical care. — Within that bed, around 
which the curtains are so closely drawn 
as to render the patient invisible, lies a 
brave naval officer, who lost his leg in the 
service of his country. - f]e is, at present, 
afflicted with the gout in the limb that re- 
mains, and in a kind repose of nature, 
is dreaming that he has sufiered amputa- 
tion of one of his toes, which hehas or- 
dered to beelegflptly mounted in silver, arf 
a tobacco stopper, in order to present it to 
an old acquaintanccf-a yellow admiral, who 
passes much of his time in smokitig: - 
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'' Tb a chamber of the next house, in a 
bed of purple velvet, with a large volume 
on a reading desk beside it, sleeps a vene- 
rable prelate. He appears to be enjoying 
very undisturbed slumbers; nevertheless, 
they are at the present moment full of agi* 
tation. — He dreams that be has been 
tried by a presbyterian synods for indulging 
himself in the vain, superfluous pride of 
eating off- plate, and at tbis^ moment h% 
imagines^ that he:is sentenced to forfeit his 
fine and costly table- service, which is to be 
sold,' and the produce given towards in« 
creasing the income of livings, under forty 
pounds a yean , 

" Bat whatever the reverend prelate's sen- . 

sations maybej ihete is one," said the Count, 

" who^seems to be-in the height of hap* 

piness. — This mbst be so pleasant a dream, 

that it wauM be a most ungracious act to 

wake him from it. He is absolutely laugh- ' 

ing with a degree of violence that shakes 

the bed beneath him." ** I am really dis-, 

posed," replied Asmodeus, <^ to let. loose a. 

D 3. 
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smite 9t the complete deception which the 
attorney, {Tor that is the man's profession), 
unintentionally practises upon you : for to 
let you into the secret he is. not asleep, but 
hasjust awakened from a dream^in which he 
fancied that be had undertaken the cause 
of a widow and her children^ from mere 
benevolence^ and a full determination not 
to take a farthing for his trouble : and he is 
now laughing at the foliy, the ridiculous- 
ness, and impossibility of the transaction. 
At the same time, be forestals the merri- 
tnent which he shall occ8sk>n at a club of 
hh brethren, whom he will meet the next 
evening, when he relates the extraordinary 
playfulness of his fancy. 

" But bis merry fit is already passed ; be 
is again sunk into the arms of Morpheus. ^ 
He already fancies himself •a kite, and in 
the act of pouncing upon an hen and her 
brood of chickens :"— *' And there/' exclaim^ 
Don Cleofas, " let us leave him in a fen- - 
jcied situation so suited to the real habits^ 
of bil life. — I do not wish to enjoy the 
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satisfaction of contemplating his disappoint^ 
ment, if he should wake before his imagi- 
nation- has glutted his voracity." 

" We will then instantly remove to 
tJie other side of the way," 6aid the^ 
Demon, — , ■ -■ , and now that 

trifling ceremony is accomplished, }0u 
may, if you please, indulge yourself in ex- 
ercising your mirth at the perplexity of an 
old gentleman who as sleeping in a very 
large bed, vnih a doine to it, in a room 
immediately before ils. He distinguished 
himself, in the fof mer part of his life, by 
his gallantries, which were entirely devor 
ted to the service of the ladies, and he 
still loves to employ his garrulity on those 
gaieties which he can enjoy no more. — Yoa 
will not wonder, therefore, at his immediate 
mortificatibh, when I tell you that he is ^ 
now dreaming of being turned into an 
old woman," — ** Is that all ?" — demanded 
the Gouut.-— ** Time seems to have dqne 
that business for him long ago. — 

<^ But what strange noise do I hear 1 
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whch seems to proceed from a chamber 
*n the opposite house?'' *^ It i» even so/* 
said the Devil upon Two Sticks. — It isk 
an Alderman who is snoring so k>ud that it 
woqld alarm any family. but his own.— He 
is dreaiping that an officious^ patriotic 
Common Council-man, has proposed to 
the Corporation, at . one of their meetings^ 
to abolish the enormous expenses attendant 
on. public eutertainmenta in thecity^ i3n,d 
that he is now making a speech iu the 
defence of civic hospitality," 

" But I now hear,'- exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, "a sound of a very different kind.-T- 
Xt is a violent shriek^ and, as it appears 
U) me, of real distress ;" *' It is^, indeed^ 
fl^id Asmodeus, though frorh a fictitious 
cause. — It issues from the house, whereoi^ 
we have taken our station, and is ocejapied 
by a laely who employs a very lai^e portioa 
of her time tu reading romances-. — She 
just finished one before she weut to bed, 
which seems to have woven the tissue of 
\ket sleeping thoughts.^ 
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^^ She has di-eatncd, that slie was a 
Princess, and bad passed through her 
castle gate to meet a Knight devoted to 
t her service at a fountain shiided with 
Poplars, — She had ordered her train ta 
attend her return m a> grove of Cedars, 
when, as she proceeded to the place of 
assignation, she beheld a dragon^ drinking 
€^ the water,, whose body was silver^ whose 
head was gold, whose eyes were emer^ 
aids, whose tail was . flames — and whose 
wings were azure films streaked witl> 
crimson.r-This beautiful^animal no soonen 
beheld the PrWicess^ than it approached 
her, made ils obey^ance, and- manifested^ 
its submission, by. laying down^ at her* 
feet, and licking them^ with a tonguQ 
as soft as the down of a cygnefe — The 
Princess charmed witb the* blandishments 
and caresses of this beautiful creature, 
and seeing a satin, cushion on its- back, 
decorated with pearls, she fancifully sat 
down' on it. At that moment the monster 
spread: his ^dngs and rose withv her intq 
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thef air : on this state of alarm the ter- 
rified Princess uttered the shriek, whichv 
you have heard, — and awoke." 

'^ Its well it is no worse ; and in the 
course of the morning she may dreant 
of something else, which will make hen 
forget the Dragon and ail her terrors. — But 
I hear move snoring, nor do I perceive 
exactly from whence it proceeds." — »" It is 
produced,'^ said Asmodeus^ '^by a citizen^ 
who is sleeping in the honse next tous^ in 
which are his iodgingxS at the west end o£ 
the town. He -is a man of low birth, ^ 
but haSj by fortunate circumstances, riseo^ 
kito mercantile character, by studying 
magazines, reviews, and other ephemeraL 
literature, as well as attending spouting^ 
and other clubs, he has acquired among his^ 
eity associates^ the character of a man of? 
parts. — He is very proud of this impoi;^ 
tant distinction^ which has been lately 
increased by his becoming a difector of 
a literary institution in the city. He is. 
HOW dreaming that he is in the Library, 
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and thinks, though not without some 
surprize, that he can read every book iti 

. it. . Nay, at thtsr moment he fancies that 
he is reading a Greek author to one of his^ 
neighbours, an eimnent dealer in Oranges 
and Lemons. 

^^ On the same floor is another of the 
same class. — For several years be was a 
great Patriot, or at least a great talker 
gainst the measures of government^, 
whatever they might be. Indeed, he was 
not very friendly to any government, and^ 
burning with the spirit of reform and re* 
volution, he joined the munerous, noisy^, 
discoBtented phalanx, who combined to^ 

. destroy eorruption,^ and form a pure, imma- 
culate order of things. — But he now 
dreams that all this was Utopian Folly, — 
that perfection is not the lot of man ,or 
of governments, — that the emoluments- 
connected \^tb the latter are. not is^ be 
sneezed at, — and that he has just agreecfi 
10 give a thousand pounds per annum 'for 
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a seat in Farliament, as tlie best means of 
<K)ming in for a share of them." 

'* For the first time/' said the Goimfc 
" in the course of the ftight, you novV 
permit ine to see two persons in the same 
bed : and from various circumstanees^ I. 
shall presume to consider them as under 
the^ infkience, and I trust, an happy one, of 
the Hymencat deity."-^ •* O^ as for that, * 
they have no cause for complai«t ;— raccor^ 
ding to the general: assortment, they have 
good reason to be content:— They have 
been married eighteen menths^^ and do not 
yet hate one another; and as th^y are the 
bdst-p empered people inc the world, itmay^ 
probably never come to that. — At present,, 
however, he is dreaming that he is at thQ 
feet of an. opera dancer, — while she ima^ 
gines that* she has run away, with a. naval 
officer, and is in a storm^at sea.. 

"r In the next house you*, will- see a* 
gentleman, not asleep in his bed, but in 
that, condition on a sofa :•— He is one. oi 
those amiable men who, in consequence of 
a.knack at writing'verses, think themselves 
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poets, are continually troubling their friends, 
and sometimes the public, with their cold 
and uninteresting rhymes.— He is a man of 
elegant manners, and of some scholarship,- 
but wants mind and taste. He has just fi- 
nished a long copy of veivses, on hav- 
ing found a pen on the sea shore. — He fell 
asleep as soon as he had completed it, — - 
and I wish a similar effect may not be pro- 
duced on those who read it. 

" On the same line and level of building 
you may see a man in a state of extreme 
agitation : — He is an actor of some repu- 
tation, and, in several parts, a very 
popular performer.*' — '* Then'* said the 
Count, " I presume, by the violence of his 
action, and the contortipns of his counte-' 
nance, he dreams that he is actually on the 
stage,— and in the heat of his part." " That," 
replied the Demon, " is in some measure 
the case, though not in a regular dramatic 
character : you must know, my dear Loitl, 
that the manager of the theatre, to which 
* this actor belongs, is an haughty, self- 
conceited: tyrannical personage, who con 
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trives to make himself detested by all 
who are under his direction. — The come- 
dian before us, who is by no means in a 
dependent state, has determined that he 
will submit no more to the manager's inso- 
lence, and he at this moment dreams that 
he is kicking him from one end of the 
stage to the other. 

** There is nothings in the system of 
human thought, more incomprehensible 
to me/' said Qon Cleofas, '^ than the 
operation of dreams.-:-! have often asked 
myself, whether they proceed from the 
action of our organs, or from the 
power of the soul, which, when freed by 
sleep from the influence of the senses, is 
left to the full enjoyment of its own pro- 
perties. — But how am I to answer these 
questions ? — ^They only continue the difii- 
culty which arises on the consideration of 
the mysterious subject. For if the organs 
alone produce our dreams by night, why 
not our ideas by day : — And if it be mere- 
ly the soul acting of itself, from the siisr 
pension of the senses, which is the only 
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cause and subject of our sleeping ideas, 
whence is it that they are almost always 
irrational, irregular, and incoherent ? — Can 
it be, that in the time of the souls most 
abstract quietude, its imagination would 
be the most confused r — Is it most 
Tantastical, when it is most free, un- 
clouded, and undisturbed? Were it born 
with metaphysical ideas, as some writers 
who were troubled wiih waking dreams 
have ventured to affirm, its pure and 
luminous conceptions of being, of infi- 
nitude, and all primary principles, naturally 
should awake in her with the greatest 
energy when the body is sleeping,— and 
men should philosophise best in their 
dreams. -Whatever system you support— 
with whatever ingenuity you may attempt 
to prove that memory stirs the brain, 
and that the brain influences the soul — ^ 
it must be acknowledged that in all our 
ideas in sleep we are entirely passive; 
our will has no share in those images, 
whatever they may be. — ^Thus it appears 
that a man can think seven or eight hours 
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on a stretch without having the least 
inclination to think, or even being certain 
that he does think. — How then is nrian 
composed ? Superstition has always dealt 
much in dreams ; nothing, hideed, could 
be more natural, and is perfectly intel- 
ligible without any toil of considera- 
tion. — A man is deeply affected by the 
illness of the woman he loves ; — he theit 
dreams that "he sees her dying, and the 
next day she dies : — when he is prepared 
to believe, and to assert, that he received 
a supernatural communication of the 
event. — A General falls asleep in his tent, 
and dreams that he gains a battle. — ^The 
next day he is attacked by the enemy, 
fights, and is victorious. Was not this, 
he will say, a notification of my bdng 
a conqueror. — It is however, those dreams 
alone which partake of some accomplish- 
ment that are remembered. — The rest 
are forgotten. — ^Thus it is, I believe, with 
these nocturnal visions. — We may^philoso- 
pltise, and subtilise, as much and as long as 
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we please but, after all, we shall do well 
to exclaim with the poet : 

Somnia qusS ludant anitnos vditentibus utnbris> 
Non delubra deiim, nee ab acthere numina mittant^ 
Sed saa quisqae facit. 

" 1 would not interrupt you/' said the De- 
vil upon Two Sticks, " in your fine burst 
of ratiocination, on a subject which defies 
all reason ; I now congratulate you on 
a qualification which I did not suppose 
you possessed, — or that your mode of 
life, while you were an university student, 
bad given you an opportunity to cultivate ; 
but you are, I find, very sufficiently, 
accomplished to make a figure in a meta- 
physical circle. Asyour business, however, is 
not to employ your reasoning but your 
visual and auricular faculties, — I must 
intreat you first to employ the former on 
that chamber with a light burning in it, 
where you may see a man asleep i n a bed, with 
a purple night-gown hanging on a chair 
beside it, — and a writing desk covered 
with books and papers, within his reach, 
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if he should awake and feel a disposition 
to employ it. — You will then emplc^y 
the latter in attending to my account of 
him. 

" He is a Schoolmaster by profession, 
and a very large number of scholars 
proves tl>e celebrity of his character. — 
Different opinions, I need not tell you, 
have every where prevailed, respecting 
the modes' of Education. — Some have 
thought that improvement may be best 
attained by a mild, gentle, and indulgent 
treatment, others have conceived thit rigor 
and severity are better calculated to quicken 
the early mind, and push it on with rapi-. 
dity to its attainments. They are, how- 
ever, both erroneous. — In the education 
of children, excessive indulgence, as well 
as excessive severity, should be equally 
fivoided. — If you continually subject them 
to pain, you either render them absolutely 
miserable, or you so harden their natures, 
as to exclude the best sources of their 
future comforts.— On the contrary if you 
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are too anxious to prevent their being 
sensible of any pain, or ibconvenience, you 
only prepare their way to feel still greater: 
in fact you remove them out of their 
situation as human beings, into which 
they must hereafter return in spite of ail 
your solicitude. — Thus have I given you, 
in return, a small example of my metaphy* 
sical abilities, which I conclude by inform* 
ing you> that the schoolmaster before 
you is a strong ond very practising advo- 
cate for severe discipline; and his character 
has, on that account, so alarmed many a 
tender mother as to prevent no inconsider** 
able increase of his scholars. — His present 
dream harmonises with his disdplinarian 
disposition ; for at this moment he ima- 
gines himself to be speaker of the House 
of Commons, with a power to flog the 
representatives of the people, as his dis- 
cretion may dictate, — and he now considers 
himself to be in the act of directing a 
certain demagogue member to be horsed 
by the mace-bearers, in order to diaa- 
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tise him for having been sixteen times 
out of order in the speech he has Just 
concluded. — Such is the importance which 
this professor of the rod now enjoys, and 
for which it is more than probable that the 
posteriors of some of his school will suffer 
in the course of the day. 
. " But we must now draw towards a 
conclusion, as the day begins to dawn, 
and waking objects will then solicit our 
attention. 

'* I already see/' said the Count, " a 
young man who has quitied his bed, and 
is already dressed, as I presume, for some 
early engagement." ** Ah ! my good 
friend,'' replied Asmqdeus^**Mt would be 
fcir better for him if he icaily answered 
your description : but if you consider the 
gay young fellow with a little more atten- 
tion, it will be very evident that he is un? 
dressing himself, or rather that his valet is 
performing the office for him, as his con- 
dition, for he is in a state of extreme intox- 
ication, will not admit of his assisting in 
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the business. He will then be put into 
-the bed which you have supposed that he 
had just quitted, in order to sleep through 
the day, and recover himself for the en- 
^joyment of his nocturnal recreations. — 
The silly young man belongs to a society, 
the first law of which is to turn night into 
day. Its title is *' The F!y by Night Club/ 
whose symbol is an owl, which is engraved 
on the uniform adopted by the members 
of it. — They wake only between sun-set 
atid sun-rise, and during the season of 
the year when they hold their sittings, 
the -appearing abroad by day-light, or be- 
holding the light of the sun, subjects the 
offender to a considerable. foi-feit: while I 
om speaking you may perceive the windovr- 
fihutters are closing, and an artificial night 
will be created till the real one appears. 
He is not to be called till the lamps of the 
street are lighted;— and then he will begin 
his artificial^ day. — The association consists 
chiefly of 5 set of very silly young men, 
who hold the intermediate ranL between 
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the higher orders and the trading class, and 
.CQntrive;by this, and similar eccentricities^ 
rtoruin thqir health, their fortunes, and their 
character/' — '*But how is it possible/ W 
.exclaiinedtbe Count, ".that^o much folly, 
•to xnake the best of it, should e?iQt,or be 
.evqn allowed in a country so renowned for 
the superiqr understanding of its inhabi- 
tants, and the wisdom of its laws ?'' — '* It is 
renowned, also, for its L,iberty,-' said the 
Pemon, and any man may play the fool in 
any way he thinks prope?r, provided he does 
not pfFend the laws ; — and it does not come 
within my sagacity to conceive the possi- 
bility of laws \yhose power can be so com- 
prehensive as to include the vast range of 
human follies.— Laws are not made to 
punish thpae who play the fool, — for folly 
very generally, and oftentimes very speed- 
ily, punisrhes itself: — their vindictive and 
correcting power is directed against 
more serious offenders — against those who 
play the devil. — There are fools, my dear 
Lord, in all countries ; but the superior ad- 
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vantage of this country is, that, from is its 
•general good sense, understanding, and vir- 
tue, whenever the fools appear; they are 
condemned, avoided, and pitied by all but 
.each other. 

" Before, however, we take our leave of 
■the region o( dreams, I must introduce 
)ou- to that worthy, liberal man, who is 
sleeping in the upper part of a very pretty 
hoo^e to the left of us. — He is one of the 
tribe of- men who drin4c their wine out of 
the seulls of their fellow creatures. — In 
short, he is a wealthy bookseller, who lives 
at a distance from his shop, which he only 
visits to cast a sagacious, inquisitive eye on 
those to whom he entrusts the more la- 
bouring part of his concerns. — In the for- 
n[)er part of the night he has dreamed that 
having been a far greater gainer by a 
publication than he originally expected, he 
has presented the author with fifty pounds 
more than he had agreed to pay htm. — ■ 
He is now pretty far advanced in a second 

dream, in which he fancies thai he has en* 
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gaged to publish the work. of an ingenious 
writer who prints it on his own account. — 
.lie has recommended to the gentleman 
to confine the work to a thousand copies ; 
but as he thinks the woik will be very 
popular, he intends secretly, in his sleep 
I mean, to print fifteen hundred, and to 
sell the additional five hundred for his own 
private advantage. 

These two dreams, said the Count, could 
never pass from the temple of sleep through 
the same gate. — The latter, I am disposed 
to think, made its exist by that to which, 
on p6etical authority, the greatest sem- 
blance of truth is attributed. 

" In the adjoining mansion sleeps a no- 
bleman, whose mean and sordid character 
is well known to the world : — though en- 
riched by the marriage of two wealthy 
wives, he continues to lament, as he ha^ 
done for near thirty years, the protracted 
life of his father:— and of course, the 
delayed possession of a great hereditary 
fortune.-He now enjoys, in his sleep, the • 
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death which makes him an earl, and gives 
him an estate of twenty thousand pounds 
a year.— He thinks also, that he is in close 
conference with the clerk of his parish, who 
is an undertaker, to arrange the funeral 
with the most minute economy. 

" But, leaving such a wretch to the 
merited disappointment to which he will 
awake/' said the Count, " do not I see 
a bed-chamber which, instead of com- 
mon paper -furniture, is hung round with 
musical compositions ?*' 

*' It is even so/' answered the Demon ; 
" and, which is more, you may observe a 
piano-forie fastened to the bed, — and so 
contrived that the lady who reposes there, 
if $he should be indisposed to sleepi which 
frequently happens, — can amuse herself on 
the instrument, without quitting her mat- 
trass. — She is a woman of large fortune, 
whose very soul is impregnated with music, 
— and who is indifferent about any enjoy- 
ment but such as proceeds from musica^ 
entertainments* At present she is in a sound . 
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and delightful sleep, for she thinks that 
she is married to an Italian singer af the 
first voice, — and that she is giving orders 
to expunge the family motto from her 
arms, whether painted on her coach, or 
engraved on her plate, — and to supply -it 
with the well-known, and tlescriptive 
phrase of t'ox, etpraterea nihil ^ 

'^ I suppose," observed the Count, ^' that 
it does not answer your present design to 
expose to me any of those unhappy people, 
whom tlie cares of the mind, or the dis- 
orders of the body, keep from the comforts 
of rest, — for as yet I do not remember 
to have, seen a single person, except the 
young lady in waiting to be ruu-away 
with, — who did not fully enjoy the privi- 
leges of sleep. — If Morpheus should be 
particularly favourable to this quarter, — 
you will be so good, I am sure, whenever 
you may be called from your kind attend- 
ance on me, to provide me with a lodging 
m it. ' 

. '* There is no spot, my good friend,'* 
answered the Demon, ^^ in this, or any 
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other Gity, — or, indeed, in the hahitable 
globe, — wherfe care or pain does not keep 
the eye open, at the dark hour when 
nature requires that it should be closed ;— 
but, as the dreams of sleeping men are 
the allotted subjects of our immediate con- 
sideration, — I took care to pass by those 
whose pillows were unblessed with repose. 
Here are plenty of them ; — and, as I have 
another hour or two to spare, you shall be 
amused with an account of some of those, 
who, frbmthe various causes which delight, 
agitate, and occupy mortal men, — remain • 
awake when they should be fasft asleep.*' 

Don Cleofais consented 16 ' the proposi- 
tion, and • the * Devil upon Two ; Sticka 
continued his elueidations. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



in which the Count and his Conductor 
pass from the Sleepers to tke Sleepless. 

*^ Lv the very next house," said the 
Demon, *^ to the musical lady, you may 
see a young man, whom loye keeps awake; 
-7-and whose old valet de chambre, by 
way of quickening, or amusing his tedi^ 
ous vigils, — is reading the translation ' of 
^ a Spatiish story, — in order t6 prove that 
there may be misfortunes in love; of a far 
more disastrous nature than those which he 
suffers." 

** My curiosity is all alive/ interrupted 
Don Cleofas, ** at the idea of a Spanish 
story; — and, most earnestly request you to 
favour me with the recital of what the old 
servant is at this moment reading to soothe 
his love-sick master.' 
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^^ The tale would be too long for the 
time I have to spare you, were I to be- 
gin it," answered Asmodcus;*' you will 
therefore excuse me, if I accompany the 
reader, — ^and take it up precisely at the 
part which he now unfolds to the eager - 
ear of enamoured watchfulness. - 

«- Don Solano, and his 

friend, Don Michael -Gonsales, rode slow- 
ly through the forest, beguiling the 
tediousness of their way, by relating what 
they had a thousand limes repeated to each 
other, — the sad tale of their mutual sorrows 
and disappointments. 

" Night at length spread its dark man- 
tle over nature, — and they wandered far . 
from the path which led to the convent, 
within whose hospitable walls they had 
hoped to find repose from the; . fatigues of 
their journey. 

. " To (Complain was fruitles^,^ — and to. 
return, with. the hope of finding the unfre- 
quented way from whence they they had 

strayed, seeined to be a very discouraging 

E 3 
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mit, ^ tl)at my Ufe :is haste^ng to it§ pe- 
riod,— ^an^i that, these eyes 9f mine will 
not behold another sun. — You Rre come, 
therefore^ to ' be- the depositories . of that 
history whi^h it becomies ro^ tp disfelose: 

— and, while you refr^sib,y<Jur§^Y§? with 
such humble fare as : tjfiis .piJOr plft^J af- 

' fords, I will endeavour to iXjiPn* «Py, T^ 
collection to the leading circumslaiices 

.of that strange 1 story, ^ which I trust the 
kindnes/s of Heaven, will enable oie t<> 
relate.' 

** He then directed, the travellers to 
open a small cupboaj:d |n ,thfe comer of 
the hermitage, and desir^ them to regale 
on the frugal contents of* it.- IFheir meal 
was not long; and when the holy man 
perceived that it was finished, he continued 
his discourse. 

*' ^ After the many dark passages through 
which I have been forced to make my 
way, I cannot but bless the jconde- 
scending mercy of Heaven, which has, 
at ' length, conducted me to the conso- 
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lations of this hour ; and that it gra- 
ciously afFords oie strength to relate 
those sorrows which have at length found 
a final. cure in this solitary dwelling* . 

•* * I am, my sons, descended from one 
of 'the first families in Spain, and re- 
ceived all the advantages that education 
could bestow on rank and fortune.-— 
When 1 firtt appeared on the theatre of 
the world, I was considered as the most 
acpomplished person .among the young 
nobility of the Spanish Coart. P'ortune 
' smiled . upon me ; . the career of honour s 
was open before me ; and the first 
houses of our proud nobility solicited my 
alliance: But Uie fervid blood of im- 
petuous youth boiled in my veins : and, 
'^ being free from all restraint or controul, 
— rl rushed at once into all the riot of 
luxurious, intemperance; and, from 
being the admiration, I became the 
horror of all, but the companions of 
my debaucheries. Strange, however, 
as it may appear, it is no less true, — 
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after the sileoce of a few minutes, he pro- 
ceeded on the melancholy narrative of his 
misfortunes. 

" ' The reformation,' continued he, ' of 
my life, was so extraordinary, that it 
engrossed the general conversatioa of all 
Madrid; — and, i as- I nevpr b^itated to 
tell the cause of it,-*— the lovely Angelina's 
family and friends began to manifest son:ie 
degree of relaxation in their late obstinate 
refusal of me. - .. 

" ^ I now lived almost entirely alone ; — 
niy house, which had so long been noto- 
rious for its festive riots, — now possessed 
the solen[)n silence of religious retire- 
ment ; — and when my mind could bear 
the intrusion. of any other object but 
Angelina^ — I . applied myself to the con-, 
solations of grave and instructive sci- 
ence. . 

^^ * I had now passed several months in a 
mingled state of hope, fear, and impati- 
ence, — when I was assured, by a vigilant 
friend, that a formidable rival had risen 



up agfdnst me, in the eldest son of a rich 
family, to whose arms the beautiful An- 
-gelina would soon be consigned, if I did 
x\&t come forward, in some shape or other^ 
to prevent it. — At this information my 
nature threw off at oiice all the gentleness 
it had so lately assumed :— I became furi- 
ous and savage ;~7my jealous rage panted 
after its victim; — I sought my riv^il, nor 
did he fear to be found ; — ^^we fought-*-and 
he fell dead at my feet. 

** * My friends hurried me immediately 
ai?^ay from Madrid^ and would not l^ave 
nqie till I had passed the. frontiers of the 
kingdom, — They then reqpmmended pa- 
tience, promised a continuance of their 
friendship, and bade me farewel. 

*^ ' Three years did I wander, a wretched 
vagabond, 'from. city, to city, and fron^ 
kingdom to 'kingdom, with, no at|iQr in- 
mates of my breas^ but Angelina and de- . 
spair. — At length, my. uncle and hjs two 
sons dying^in the same week, oCa malig- 
nant fever, I became the only siyviviog 
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Branch of an ancient and illustrious 
house.— This circumstance procured my 
pardon^ oecdsioned my recal; and at 
length blessed me in the possession of 
Angelina. 

" ^ Four years did IlivewitK her in un- 
speakable happiness; 1b>at the constancy 
which warmed^ my bosom,' did not commu- 
nicate its flsime to that of my wife; and 
after having borne two lovely children, she* 
became faithless to me.— My jealousy was • 
eqyal to my love; and I did not delay 
to form tlie plan of that revenge which I- 
have since executed, — ^^and whose cruel- 
fbry, I now* trust, Heaven has psir^ 
^oned; 

" * r sent a* letter t6 a faithful friend, 
i^com^mending to him the parental x^re of ^ 
my infant" children, and beseeching him^ 
»ot to ^ make enquiry after one^whom he 
would' see lia more; — I- then disguised- 
myself in the habit "of a peasant,^ — prepared ' 
the instrument* of- revenge, — and a swift 
courser for* my flight whfen I^had : executed = 
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my purpose. — I then placed myself ia am- 
bush, neap the bower where the guilty para- 
mours were to meet, and which had already 
been the scene of their lascivious plea* 
sures ; — nor did they disappoint me — V 
plunged' » dagger in the throbbing breast 
of the villain who deceived me, and, with 
the reeking blade, I made a passage to^ 
Angelina's heart. — But my revenge wa$^ 
not yet satisfied: tremble not my sons,, 
when I tell you, that I severed her head^ 
from the quivering trunk, and wrapped it- 
in a napkin. T mounted my horse, atjd, 
taking my way through the unfrequented: 
parts of an extensive forest, prevented air^ 
possibility of tracing my flight. 

'* ' After a feverish journey of several- 
days, I passed; the confines of Spain^ and^ 
Jirrived before the walls of a conventj . 
whose turrets mingled with the loftiest- 
branches of an adjoining -wood ; — But, 
^)efore I demanded its asyluni, I buried v 
all that I now possessed of Angelina, in* 
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the spot where I afterwards formed this 
cell. 

*' * The xeligious fathers received me with 
kindness, and I found some consolation 
in the review of their holy and spotless 
lives : but my crimes demanded a deeper 
expiation than the rigours of their discipline. 

" 'With my own hands I made this solitary 
grot; and some jewels, which I pre'sented 
to the convent, secured me a daily supply 
of simple food to sustain my nature in 
bearing its punishment. 

" * After five years severe penitence; with 
my own hands I dug up the scull of Ange- 
lina, and placed it in that niche where you 
now behold it. That sad, affecting specta- 
cle, has given poignancy to my sorrows, 
and zeal to niy repentance. She has long 
since received forgiveness frotn me, and I 
trust that my suftferings have obtained the 
mercy of Heav'en for- n>y self. 

*^ * Here have I felt the heat of thirty sum- 
mers, and here have I felt the colfdof as 
inany winters, — and now my last moment 
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is at hand. I cannot repeat my name, 
but it is engraved on the pavement ; and 
if my children yet live, you may tell theni 
of their fatlier's fate, and bear his last 

^ blessing to them.'.^ 

' *' Don Solano, trembling with astonish- 
ment, ca3t his eyes upon the floor, and 

• throwing himself instantly at the old mans 
feet, — ' then give me that blessing,' said 
he, ' for I am your son, — a son that 
inherits all his father's sorrows.' — But Don 
Solano asked in vain, — the hermit was no 
more, — his last sigh had escaped him.'' 

" But are there not examples of unsuc- 
cessful love and female infidelity,'' said the 
Count, " to-be found in this country, with 
out applying to the distant parts of Europe 
for their local wretchedness ?" — Most cer- 
tainly,*' answered the Demon : '' but in this 
kingdom, the fine machinery of love- ro- 
mance is wanting, — There are no con- 
vents, — or hermits, — or pathless forests, — 
or solitary castles, — or myrtle groves, — or 
midnight serenades; no iron grates, np 
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subtle duennas; — no VengeAJ poniards arc 
to be found here;— so tbat if it had been ^ 
mere account of Eiiglish distress that the 
good man had been reading, I should not 
have troubled you with a tale ; — that would 
have been insipidity itself to the warm 
imagination of ^ gallant Spaniard. 

'* You are pleaded to he merry with me,** 
replied Don Cleofas ; " and I shall lose no 
part of the present opportunity I possess of 
receiving your instruction, by engaging 
in a contest with you. I shall beg the fa- 
vour of you, therefore, to inform me con- 
.cerning a gentleman, who is now sitting 
in his night gown, on the «ide of his bed : — 
He rests his elbows upon bis knees, — knd 
bis face upon his hands^ — as if some very 
grievous calamity had overtaken him." 

" Hovv ill do mortals judge of each 
other," said Asmodeus, *' and ' what a 
strange compound is man ! — So far from 
being aggrieved, or threatened with mis-, 
fortune,— *he is surrounded with every 
hing that composes what the world calls 
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prosperity, and yet he is unhappy* — He is 
a man without calamity^ and without tCoiH* 
.fort ;"— and he owes his present dissatisfied 
.conditiou to his folly; — ior surely it is a 
folly of IK) common magmtude^ in a man 
who has passed bis best days m the con- 
tinual occupation of ti:ade, — ^and has re- 
ceived no better education than was neces- 
sary for the shop and the aocompting- 
house, — to think of entirely ^uittiag thenn, 
whatever wealth he may hare acquired,-— 
in the hope of deriving pleasure from a 
tranquil' and retired life. — A mind which 
has been, as it were, rivetted by long 
habits to one object, will certainly find, oa 
the reiuoval from it, a painful vacuity, 
that is little short of actual misfortune. — 
Of this truth, the person who is honoured 
with your present attention will appear, 
according to the history I am about to 
give you of him, as a very singular 
example. 

" This gentlemen wa^ educated by hja 
father with lio other viijw but to qualify 
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him for his oWrl business; — and all his- 
•knowledge was confined to what a city 
academy could afford him. Reading, wri- 
ting, and arithniletic, composed all the 
knowledge he was destined to receive, as 
preparatory to the. final accomplishments 
of the accompting- house, the quay, and 
the exchange. A bad state of health, 
which afflicted' his father's latter days, 
obliged him to rely principally on his son, 
at a very early period of his life, for the 
management of the more laborious part of 
his concerns ; — so that when the oldjnan 
died, the young man was perfectly well 
qualified to support the commercial cha- 
racter of his father. Mr. B— — , by this 
event, was in possession of a good capital, 
and a flourishing business ; but as the for- 
tunes of three sisters were to be paid out of 
the money employed in his ^ trade, it re- 
quired the utmost prudence atid exertiou 
to provide for such demands, withdut con- 
tracting the sphere of 'his concel-nB. 

^^ His father had made it a constant 
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practice to carry on4iis business upon sure 
grounds, — and he determined to follow so 
good an example. A most rigid oecono- 
my, therefore, with all the applications of 
the most saving knowledge, became abso- 
lutely necessary, in order to accumulate 
what might be requisite to pay his sisters 
legacies on the stated days of their re- 
spective marriages, whenever they should 
arrive. But the death of the one, — a love 
disappointment of another, — and the dis- 
gusting ugliness of the third, preserved 
bim from an inconvenience, which, while 
it animated his industry, kept him in a 
continual ferment for several years. 

*^ Having been obliged to adopt a very 
confined mode of living, on account of his 
sisters, he became so habituated to it, that 
he continued to observe it on his own, — 
An idea of marriage sometimes occurred 
to him i but tliose near relations always 
dissuaded him from changing his situation : 
— and as they always lived with him, he 
iiever experienced that solitude -at home, 
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>\'hicb would have madQ a wife essential to 
his comfort. He is, therefore, a bachelor 
at this moment, and pays the additional 
tax for his servants^ with which the legis- 
lature of this country has thought proper 
to charge those who have never been en- 
tangled in the bands of Hymen, 

" For thirty succeeding years he rose up 
early, — took rest late, — Ax\d ate the bread 
of carefulness : — Business engrossed all his 
thoughts ;— and the recreations of which 
he was sometimes, though very seldbm, 
persuaded to partake, were not able to di- 
vert his thoughts from it.^-If he went to 
a play,— his mind was still at home; — 
when the greatest actor was exerting his 
powers on the stage^ — he was employed in 
making calculations of profit and loss. — 
He has reckoned up the gains of a lucky 
hit to an opera tune ; and while harle^ 
quin was risking his neck, — his thoughts 
have been occupied in the insurance of a 
cargo. 

" iriaving, however, at length acquired 



a very considerable fortune, and recollect- 
ing that his father had fallen a sacrifice to 
his trade, — he at length expressed a design 
of retiring from it. His only surviving 
sister always seconded the idea ; and in 
less than twelve months he found himself 
without any business whatever, except pay- 
ing the current expenses of the week, 
-^receiving his haltyearly dividends at the 
Bank and the India- house, and occasion- 
ally settling the accounts of his banker. — • 
He now set up his coach -^ took the 
house in which he at present resides, by 
way of living at the polite end of the town, 
and commenced gentleman. 

** The novelty of having nothing to do, 
^ — the taking a daily airing in his carriage, 
— and eating his meals without interrup- 
tion, delighted him for a slK)rt time ; — but, 
alas ! he soon discovered that he had entered 
upon a situation which he was not calcula- 
' ted to enjoy,: — the elegant employments of 
leisure were unknown to him: — Reading 
was no amusement to one who had never 

F 2 
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Studied any books but the journal, the 
ledger, and the cash-book ; — while the mu- 
sic of a concert, to which his sister had 
persuaded him to subscribe, was not half 
so pleiising to his ear as the chimes of the 
Koyal Exchange. He could, indeed, 
vviihout difficulty, have procured a little 
society in his present neighbourhood, by 
the usual attraction of occasional dinners ; 
but he has sense enough to know that he 
is hot qualified to engage in it. 

•* Havitig been concerned in a medium 
way of trade, between the first line of com- 
merce and the retail dealer, he has not 
accjuired the self-importance of the one* nor 
the flippant ease of the other. A capital 
merchant still awes him with his conse- 
t|neTitial language ; and a mercer will bear 
him down by the ready, communicative 
flow of his conversation. His old ac-. 
quaintance are so occupied in business, 
that they can very seldom come to see 
him ; and he must, of course, carry in- 
terruption along with him, whenever he 
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calls upon them. In short, so very heavy 
does time now hang upon his hands, that 
Sunday, which was formerly welcome, as 
a day of comparative ease, is now impa- 
tiently expected, as a day of regular em- 
pjoyment. He was never remarkable, 
when he was in business, for attending the 
public duties of the sabbath, — ^but he now 
frequents divine service twice every Sunday, 
besides an evening lecture, by way of 
something to do. 

" During the last summer, he took 
lodgings ill a village within a few miles of 
town, — with the hope of enjoying some 
sort of society among his old city associ- 
ates, in their weekly retreats from business ; 
-^but he found them all, at their country- 
houses, turned into fine gentlemen, who 
seemed desirous of forgetting those con- 
cerns which it is his sole delight to re- 
member. — There he found brokers affect- 
ing the airs of dancing- masters ; — mer- 
chants, who never mentioned so vulgar a 
thing as aa accompting-house, — and 
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Bank- directors, — who would not appear to 
know that there was any such thing as a 
national debt. 

"All these disappointments have mad^ 
so deep an impression upon his mind, that 
he is determined to return to some kind of 
pecuniary employment :— and he is now 
sitting on his bed, in the posture you see 
him, making a calculation for farming the 
lax on post horses. 

*^ How far a superior education may be 
of service to the mercantile profession, 
is not a matter for our present discussion ;— 
but, without some sort of accomplish- 
ments, originally acquired, or since ob- 
tained, — no man, if he consults his own 
real happiness, will ever quit the business 
in which he has passed the greater part of 
his life, — arid to which hts character is 
formed and moulded,-^from any romantic 
notion of ease and leisure. They whose 
first ideas, were profit and loss, — and whose' 
whole lives have been regulated by the pur- 
suits of profit and loss, have nothing left 
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for it^ but to pursue the game of profit and 
loss to the end of the chapter/' 

" I cannotj however, but think," said 
Don Cleofas^ ** that there must be a cerv 
tain^degree of stupidity in this honest man's 
character ; or, with a large fortune, 
though ungraced with th^ accomplishments 
of education, — certain amusements might 
have been found by him, to dissipate, in 
some measure, the wearisome vacuity of 
^ his life. But let us quit an object which 
by no means justifies any further attention, 
— and turn our regards to a lady, who sits 
up in her bed, reading a large book upon 
a desk, which is placed before her, and 
occasionally writing either short remarks or 
notices, on a paper which she Isolds in her 
hand* — It is a singular employment for a 
woman, at such an hour, and I must be in- 
debted to your communicative spirit for the 
history of it." 

'^'She is a writer of some distinction,* 
answered Asmodeus, " and the singula- 
rity of her character and circumstances, 
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will justify my .entering into a short detail 
pf them. 

** She IS of a very respectable and 

wealthy family in the county of , 

and the sister of a patriotic republican se- 
nator, uhose politioal conduct is well 
known for its violence and singularity. — • 
Her youth was remarkable for a peculia- 
rity of disposition, — but gave no forebo- 
dings of those talents which she afterwards 
discovered, — and that animated character 
which she has since exhibited to the 
world. 

. **She married a physician of London, 
whose practice wa^ not very extensive, and 
whose abilities were not held in more than 
a common degree of estimation ; — the pub- 
lic, therefore, was very much surprised by 
the appearance of the first volume of a 
certain period of the History of England, 
that bore, in its title-page, the name of 
the doctor's wife, as the author of it. - It 
was written in a free, animated style, under 
the avowed impression of an ardent love of 
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liberty : And the fair historian, by the 
aid of original papers, she had found in 
the Museum, contrived to throw some 
light on the early part of the period which 
she had taken for the subject of her pen. 

" This volume was eagerly received by 
the public. It may, indeed, be suspe^ed 
that the novelty of a female historical 
writer might have some share in its success ; 
though it undoubtedly possesses a certain 
kind of merit, and is built on certain prin- 
ciples^ which may suit a particular class of 
people. It however received a transient 
approbation of the greatest statesman o( 
this, or perhaps, any other age; who, in 
a. speech he made in the House of Com- 
mons, thought proper to quote this history, 
and to accompany the quotation with an 
applausive acknowledgment to the author 
of it So honourable a testimony, added 
to the share of public approbation already 
received, had such an effect on the fair 
writer, that the historian immeJiately 
predominated in every trifling action pf 
- p3 
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her life ; — and Wer 2eal for public liberty 
broke forth at the bsll^ the assembly, and 
the card-table. 

^ She contititi^d her laborious work ; — 
but as she proiceeded, from various causes, 
her -Feputation declined ; — and the fruits of 
her pen ar^ become a cumbrous load -on 
the shelves of. the booksellers. 
» "When hei^ husband died, she was left 
with ^ little but what depended on the pre- 
tdrious ifssae of a Sootch lawrsuit'— Her 
Avrrtit>gs. aivd principles had^ however^ 
r^isi^d herup a most generous friend, in a 
wealthy dignitary of the . church, — who 
having entered, witH an honest, but vio- 
•J^ftt zeal, into the political disputes which 
agitated rhat * period, considered himself 
*as performing^ .a^ act 'of devotion to public 
virtue, in sustaining this lair supportier of 
i|t. — ;He^ not only cherisbed her as a child, 
but worshipped her as a divinity ; — and, 
having' caused a small figure of hfer to be - 
-made in British porcelain, it alwajrs tra- 
velled with him as his paladium.;— and, in 
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the absence of its original, occupied a con / 
stant place on his table. 

*' The affectionate zeal of this reverend 
friend, employed an eminent sculptor to 
form a marble statue of her, which hiS 
devotion caused to be placed in the most 
beautiful church in this kingdom, of 
which he was the minister. There he in- 
tended it should remain, as a rtionument to 
her honour,, while she lived, — and to per- 
petuate, at least, his admiration of her 
character, wh^n shfe should be no mor^. 
— But the bishop of the diocese to which 
the church belonged, did not think her 
livhig virtue had qualified her to rank with 
Christian evangelists and apostles ; — and 
accordingly fl'ustrated this devout com- 
memoration of the distinguished fe- 
male. 

*^ The lady s60n afterwards justified the 
opinion df the pious pr*elate, by the strange 
and unexpected eccentricity of her conduct. 
— She had, indeed,' figured not only as 
an historian, but ako as a polemical and 
met&t)h,vsrcal Wi^iteri — ami shte now thought 
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pro; cr to give an example of f<^male wit- 
ness, as well as masculine knowledge ; — 
for, at an age when certain passions are 
generally supposed to subside, her's broke 
forth with such inflammable ardour, that 
they forced her to the altar with a youug 
man, who was scarce more than of a pro- 
per age to have married her daughter, — 
By this late sacrifice to Cupid, she lost her 
station, whatever it might be, in the 
Temple of t^ame, — banished herself from 
the doting affection of her reverend pro- 
tector, and afforded an ' ample subject of 
public derision. — As may be supposed, she 
^finds little comfort in her imprudent Hy 
men, — and she is obliged to the page^ qf 
an old author, to dissipate^ in some degree, 
the chagrin she feels, at being neglected by 
a youiig husband." 

** Iler age," said the Count, ** may be 
so advanced,- and her personal charms so 
much on ihe decline, as, perhaps, to make 
the coolness of a juvenile mate neither a 
subject ot wonder, nor even of reproach.— 
JBat I see a lady, in the very next house. 
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in a state of vigilance, which cannot possi- 
bly proceed from a similar cause, — as, 
from her youth and beauty, not a young 
man in Europe, I believe, would leave her 
£o languish through one solitary, waking 
hour, who possessed the privilege of un* 
drawing her curtains." 

" Nevertheless,'* observed Asmodeus, 
*• if you can possibly take your eyes from 
so pleasant an object, — and let them ascend 
to the chamber above her, — you will see a 
young man as watchful as herself, — who 
has the very privilege you mention ; and yet 
lies tumbling and tossing about in his bed 
by himself, instead of going to that 
heaven which your glowing fancy imagines 
might be found in her's. 

'^ He is no less than. the husband of 
that lady; nor did more amiable and 
affectionate people ever approach the 
altar of Hymen; but they are young 
enough to be childish, and fond enough 
to quarrel about any thing. As he was 
preparing an orange for her last night, after 



/ 



110 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

supper, — some of the juice accidentally 
spurted into her face ; — and this trifling 
circumstance grew/ — from the half-smiling 
replies and retorts of petulant vivacity, — 
to angry looks, — reproachful expressions, — 
and, at length, to such determined resent- 
ment as to occasion their sleeping, or 
rather their laying awake and miserable in 
different beds. — At breakfast they will 
meet glouting and uncomfortable, — both 
determined not to be the first to acknow- 
ledge the uneasiness which they mutually 
feel, — arid both equally longing for that 
reconciliation which neither will make the 
first advancement to procure: — till at 
length on his caressing her favourite little 
lap-dog, — ^^she, unable to bear her morti- 
fications any longer,— will fi^e suddenly, 
from her chair, and throw herself into his 
arms: — lie will receive her with inexpres- 
sible delight, — and they will both bless the 
renewal of that happiness which khows no 
interrupticn but from these little teasing, 
infantine quarrels, — for which they well 
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deserve the chastisement of a school-mis^ 
tress.'* 

'^ Notwithstanding all the pftnishments 
you think they may merit/' said the Count, 
*' I am disposed to envy them from my 
heart ? — for these little makings-up, be- 
tween young people, who love one- another, 
are among the most rapturous businesses of 

life." 

" -, All that may be very true,'' answered 

the Demon ; ** but evei:> quarrels of this 

nature, — which, I will allow you to be 

the exuberances of affection, — have, in 

their repetition, an unfortunate tendency 

to sour the temper; — and, though they 

may, in the early part of a matrimonial 

union, be dissipated by those returns of 

tender fondness of which you speak with so 

much, delight, — they will, in time, beget 

an habitual fractiousness, — and gradually^ 

increase, to such a degree, as to doud 

the fairest hopes of domestic happiness. — 

Some examples of this kind may probably 

fall in our way, before I am forced to 
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take my final leave of you.- At present, 
your attention will find a very proper ob- 
ject in that gentleman who is sitting 
up in his bed, with a small table, covered 
with green cloth, beside it, upon which 
he is at this moment writing ; — and, were 
I to allow to you the age'of the longest 
life that was ever granted to man, and 
you were to employ every hour oC it in 
guessing the nature of his occupation, you 
would sink, at last into the grave, without 
having made the discovery. 

" He is a young nobleman, of great 

m 

talents, — dissipated manners, — and the 
bai^est principles: — His income, which 
was never large,— ^'continually sinks be- 
neath his expenses; — ^and he is now 
trying the probable sucqess of a project, to 
increase his revenues; — This is no less- 
than to procure dice of such a construc- 
tion, as to answer certain modes of play 
with which he, being alone acquainted, — 
will have,-rr~by an occasional application of 
them, — a decided advantage over his an- 
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tagonists : — so that, without that evident 
and constant gain, which might create 
suspicions, — he will, in the course of a 
winter, secure a very considerable portion 
of the money lost at the gamingtables 
which he may frequent. — For this purpose 
his Lordship has taken into his service a 
very tunning workman, who possesses the 
skill to give a kind of certainty to these 
instruments of chance ; and to accomplish 
the business with so much nicety, as to 
escape almost any observation. — This man, 
as you may suppose, is not only lavishly 
paid for his knowledge and his privacy,— 
but, in order to secure such very profitable 
talents to himself, his noble protector has 
promised, at a future period, to give, or 
procure him an handsome independence 
for life. 

** The immediate employment of our 
lordly gamester is, in making his calcula- 
tions on the first parcel of these dice, which 
were last night brought him for trial; — 
and, while the family are at rest, he awakes 
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to give them proof. — You now see him 
throwing thetn in every possible manner and 
itirection, — and, when he is perfectly satis- 
fied that they are effectually contrived to 
answer the proportionate purpose of cer- 
tainty in the cast and security from de- 
tection, — he will place them under his 
pillow, and go comfortably to sleep during 
the rest of the morning, with every rea- 
isonable expectation of pilfering the dupes 
of the approaching night. 

*' And novv, by way of contrast to the 
tioble personwhom you have just considered, 
I must call your regards to the gentleman, 
or rather to his occupation, ih the house at 
the corner of Ihe next street, who is 
reading a manuscript and refreshing him- 
self with a basin of tea. He has employed 
himself to this late hour in ^ composing the 
character of a Noble Lord, whose death 
very nluch affects him, and to whom he 
bore the ttioist i*espectful and affectionate 
regard. He has soothed his melanchply 
sensations by this posthumous office, and 
"^as the composition springs from the purest 
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emotions, and is strictly conformable to 
truth, I will sacrifice my own satisfaction, 
for suchdescriptionsarenot, I mast confess, 
to my taste, by asking^ your attention to 
the repetition of it. 

** This Nobleman ought not to pass to 
the sepulchre of his ancestors without that 
tribute which truth owes to superior vir- 
tue. 

** He possessed a very cultivated under- 
standing. His mind was stored with no 
common portion of general knowledge, 
and the whole was refinfed by an exquisite 
taste. No man ever felt an higher sense 
of honour ; no man ever ^ acted from 
stronger impressions df moral 'duty, both 
as it regards the common ofBoesof social 
life, or as it is enlarged and {>urified by the 
spirit of that religion which he. seriously 
profesised. No man reflected tnOre oti 
the part he was called upon to perfofm in 
the world, or acted with greater i^ectitude 
on the principles which he had adopted. 

"A natural love of tranquillity; a taste for 
the Fme Arts and the more flowjery paths 
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of literature, to which not only the circum- 
stances of his early life^ but the bent of 
his genius may have disposed him^ and a 
constitution which never appeared to be 
calculated to encounter the fatigues of 
public business, might have combined 
to prevent his being engaged in any of the 
active departments of the State. The 

embassy to was, we believe, pressed 

upon him, and he declined it. The office 
of— —was, we have equal reason to 
believe, conferred upon him as a mark of 
personal regard, by the King, and he en- 
joyed it to the close of his Irfe. Hence it 
is, that this Nobleman was only known in 
the great circle of the world, by an appear- 
ance suited to his rank and office, the dis- 
tinguished urbanity of his manners, and as a 
lover as well as an admirable judge of the 
Fine Arts, in which, as far as he chose to 
indulge* himself, he may be said to have 
excelled. ' 

** Whether it was a mere juvenilecaprice 
which had possessed him during his foreign 
travels or whether he was influenced by his 
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descent from an andent and distinguished 
family among the Peers of France, it is 
not necessary to consider ; but his entrance 
into publiclife was marked by such a deci* 
ded preference to French manners and 
fashions, and his appearance so adapted to 
it, as almost to disguise the exterior of an 
Englishman. But this whimsical propen- 
sity did not affect his mind, or gallicise his 
character, nor did he render it offensive to 
others. He indulged his fancy ; and when 
his intimate friends made it an object of 
their sportive sallies, he Would enliven 
them by his own good humour, and turn 
aside any pleasant ridicule by the display 
of bis own amiable temper. If, however, 
he had one fashionable folly, he had no 
fashionable vice, and his leisure hours 
were passed in the pursuits and embel- 
lishments of science. It was, we believe, 
at this period, that he produced the set of 
etchings, which are highly estimated by 
the collectors in that branch of art. The 
French fancy, however, wore away, and 
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was lost in the easy affability of the accom- 
plished Englibh gentleman. 

^* Lord " considered good breeding 

as the first of the n^inor viFtues> and never 
deviated from it ; but as his notion of it 
partook rather de la vicille cour^ he might 
be representedby those whp only knewhim 
in the public circles^ as an inflexible ob* 
server of every rule of courtly etiquette; and 
especiallyi at a time when the manners and 
appearance of our young men of fashion 
and fortune are scarcely superior to those 
of their grooms, ^nd very often inferior to 
that of Iheir valets and butlers. But he 
had no unbecoming pride : his behaviour 
never overawed the poor, nor did it trench 
upon the ease of familiar association. His 
punctilios were those of a refined and dig-- 
nified benevolence, and never served but 
as a cheek to those indecorums, which are 

I 

ever held to be inadmissable in the sphere 
of polished life. He might think, as many 
men of superior understanding have done, 
that, on certain occasions, it is the duty of 
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rank and station to preserve oertai.n forros^ 
and to dress behaviour with somewhat of 
appropriate ceremony; and it may be 
owing, in some degree, to the neglect of 
those formSy which at present prevail in 
rank, and station, that a respect for the 
higher orders has so materially diminished 
among the inferior classes of the people* 
But, in hisfamily^ among his private friends, 
in his intercourse with his tenants, and in 
all his ordinary avocations, his carriage was 
such as to give pleasure to all who had 
cpmmunication with him* 

" With his more ennobling qualities, he 
possessed a comic elegaace of thought, 
and a classical facetiousness, which render- 
ed his private society infinitely pleasant $ 
and even in his nervous moments, for he 
was occasionally troubled with them, he 
would describe himself in such a way as not 
only to relieve the distress of his friends^ 
but force that hilarity upon them which 
would operate also as a temporary relief to 
himself* 
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"At ■ ' ■ , in ■ ' ' V hiscountry resi- 
dence, and whose native beautidi his taste 
had so embellished and improved, as to 
render it one of the most admired places in 
that part of the kingdom, he was a bles- 
sing to all who lived within the sphere of 
his protection ; while to the neighbour- 
hood it is well known that the village of 
— — , is so ordered by the regulations 
he framed— by the encouragements he af- 
forded—by the little festivals he established, 
and the rewards he distributed, as to dis- 
play ^ scene of-good order, active industry, 
moral duty, and humble piety, of which it 
were to be wished tliere were more exam- 
pies: though while we offer this testimony 
to the merits of the dead, it would ill 
become us to pass by those of the -living ; 

and we must mention that Lady has 

ever had her full share in that constant 
exercise of public and private benevolence, 
which gives a benign lustre to the most 
splendid station. 

*^To these qualities maybe added his capa- 
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^ty for friendship; npr.qin we pass unno-^ 
iiceda very signal example of it^ in the 
asylum he afforded to the Duke — ■» 
^nd his family, when the French Revolu- 
tion drove them from the proud situation^ 
the exalted rank, and extensive property 
which they possessed in their own country, 
4:q a state of dependence in this. Indeed, 
to all, whatever their, condition might be, 
who had shewn him kindnes^i or done him 
service, his friendship was appropriately 

directed. Mr. , dnd Mr. , 

men of high literary character, were a- 
mong those whom he distinguished by 
his early . regard, and it accompanied 
them to the end of their lives: nor 
did it quit thpm there : in certain spots, 
in his beautiful garden at .— .•-^— :, which 
they respectively preferred, the urn and 
tablet commemorate and record their vir- 
tues. The old and faithful domestics who 

died in his service are not without their 

• 

memorials ; and in the parochial cliurch- 

■^ard, the grave of an ancient gardener is 

distinguis^hed by the flowery which are cul* 

VOL, VI. G- 



122 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 

tivated round it. These may be said to be 
little thin^s^ but they nevertheless mark 
the "character of that heart which suggested 
them. It is almost superfluous to add, 
' that in the nearer and dearer relations of 
life he exercised the virtues which they re- 
' quired of him. 

" Above all, this nobleman was a sincere 
Christian ; and it pleased the Being who 
measures out days and years at his pleasure, 
to suffer him to attain an age beyond the 
common allotment of man. In his 74th 
year he closed his venerable life. 

^'Suchisthe imperfecttribute whichaflSec- 
tion offers to departed excellence — audit is 
offered with tears and with Iruth.** 

^ Such a little biographical memoir as 
this," said Don Cleofas, " consoles one for 
the many sad pictures of human depravity 
which present themselves in this mysteri- 
ous world, even without your illuminating 
assistance/ 

'^ I must, however, my dear Lord, beg 
leave to interrupt your pious reflections,** 
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,<;gntini}€d Asmode^s^ ^^ byreuQwing youi*^ 
observations on raof tal infirmity* 

** The • person whom yoji see in tb? 
housQ to the rights who is now examinjng 
his watch by the light of a taper /whicb 
iburns beside him, is a man of krge fortune, 
and an equal share of personal vanity, — i^ 
1$ this day to be invested with the order o^ 
4he Bath, — ^and the blushing honour which 
approaches,, keeps him from his re&t>— He 
lies and counts the minuter till the sun 
shall rise, which is to see him arrayed in 
the attracting decoration of a red ribbon. 
. ** On the parallel story of the adjoining 
house," continued the Demon, ^ your 
Lordship may perceive a tall man walking 
up and down his chamber, to all appear- 
ance as if he were speaking a soliloquy in 
a play. He is a member of parliament, <>£ 
• very useful talents, whose finances require 
the saving aid o^ the Treasury ;— and haf 
uniiertaken, I fear, on conditions of per- 
sonal advantage to himself, to suppoi]|t 

government with his. eloquence, o% a 

g2 
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question of some consequence, which is this 
day to be the subject of Parliamentary dis- 
cussion In the early part of the night he 

dreamed that he had spoken on the wrong 
side of the quiestion ; and ttwoke, in con- 
sequence of this fancied ierror, in such 
extreme agitation, as not to be able to 
recompose himselifto sleep :— he t'herfefore 
amuses the vigilant interval, by rehearsing 
the profitable oratory of the day/* 

*^ I need not ask," said Don Cleofas, 
** why that poor man, who reclines his 
miserable form on a sofa, with the languid 
looks of sickness and of pain, is absent 
from his pillow : — Some disease, a foe to 
tlumber, seems to have laid its afflicting 
hand upon him, and will, perhaps, forbid 
his eyes to close in rest, till death closM 
them for ever/* 

" With all the appearance of pain,** 
answered Asmodeus, ** which you percei^ 
in that good man's countenance, and, in 
j^ruth, he feels no inconsiderable portion 
tof it, — ^ycu will feel ixo small degre^of ap- 
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plansive satisfaction, when I make you ac- 
quainted with the reality of his situation. 
He is a physician, mih whom the gain 
of his profession has ever been a secondary 
principle. To do good is the first object 
of his $kill^ and of his heart : nor is it to 
the honour of this metropolis, that a man 
of so mucVi intrinsic virtue, and whose 
medical skill is by no means behind hi$ 
moral qualities, should not move in the 
first line of medical practice. He has 
lately attended a lady, whose disorder has. 
not only baffled his skill, but that of the 
very eminent physicians whose experience 
he has called in to assist his own. His 
patient, however, finding, that their added 
councils brought no additional reliel^ 
intreated her physician to continue his 
care alone, being persuaded that if his 
skill was bootless, she must be resigned^ 
as she was prepared, to meet her fate. — ; 
He, therefore, continued a vigilant at- 
tendance on a disease which he feared was 
beyond the reach of medicine. — On the ap-. 
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pearanoe, however, of some very singular' 
and unexpected symptoms, he conceived 
the hope that a certain kind of exterior 
application might be attended with a be- 
neficial effect, and desired another consul* 
tation with his brethren on the subject; who 
united in refusing their assent to the re- 
medy he proposed : — but as their reason- 
ings concerning the state of the patient did 
not, by any means, satisfy his mind, and 
as their opinion of the probable effects of 
the medicine appeared to be in direct op- 
position to what his own experience h^d 
taught him, — he determined, instead of 
trying its effects, which is a very comnfion 
practice, upon some poor unconscious 
inmate of an hospital, to make the experi- 
ment upon himself; — and he is now 6uf- 
fering.the pain arising »from thelse applica- 
tions, in order to form a precise judg- 
meht a^. to the natufe of their operation ; 
and how far he may be justified in 8upp6rt- 
ing his own opinion against tbat of the 
most eminent practitioners." 
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" This is an admirable example, in- 
deed^ of professional duty," answered Don 
Cleofasr, '^ which, unless the physicians 
of this country are of a superior character 
to those of any other, will find but few 
followers." 

** The British medical professors," an- 
swered Asmodeus, ** are certainly the 
most learnecl, and, I believe, the most 
liberal practitioners on the globe ; — but 
how many there are among them who 
would make such a sacrifice, and try such 
experiments as you now see, it is not 
my province to determine. It is sufficient, 
I think, for me, that I shew you such a 
distinguished example of professional ho* 
nour, philanthropy, and judgment; — fpr, 
in consequence of this experiment upon 
liimself, he will not hesitate to prescribe 
the remedy his owq knowledge had sug- 
gested,--iaod to whose effects one of the 
most valuiibie women in the world will owe 
a very unexpected, restoration to all the . 
comforts and active Virtues of life.'* 
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** A figure of a similar naturCy though 
of a different sex, has also a claim to your 
attention, at no great distance from the 
house of the philanthropic physician.*— 
She is sitting in an upright posture, and 
almost motionless, in a large chair, which 
is opposite to a blazing fire, — and is un- 
dergoing a very curious cosmetic appli- 
cation^ which has no motive but the most 
•enseless vanity. 

" That lady was, not many years ago, 
one of the most beautiful women of this 
country ; — and it is now the most Anxious, 
if not the only wish of her heart, to pre* 
serve, by artificial means, the vernal li* 
lies and roses which nature forbids ta 
J^Ioom on the face of autumn. — For this 
purpose she is now submitting to an ope^ 
ration, which does not require vigilance fdr 
«ny other reasoti than to guard against the 
careless, unconscious emotion of sleep^ 
which might destroy the effects, or, at least, 
retard its progress. — This ceremony of the 
toilette is painful in its opera tion^ — creates 
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disgust during the day,— ^oes not charoiK 
even in the glare of iDidnight,-^<ind is un« 
certain in its duration ; for it is the thirc^ 
time;, within a fortnight, that this siUy wo- 
man has thought herseU^ obliged to submit 
to it : — ^It lends also to produce diseases 
of the n^ost shocking and melanch \y na^ 
ture ; n^vertheiesfs, this infatuated woman 
continue^ the practice, for no other reason^ 
but becaiase.it procures an idle flattery to 
her own eyes^ in the reflection of her look* 
ing-glass. 

*^ Another sleepless lady is in the next 
house,— :and has more resolution than^ 
many.pf her sex, or,$he wquldjjt^lce. some 
metlipd to sleep for ever. — After having 
lived to the age of fifty, with the best of 
husbands,^ — and in all the comforts of life^ 
she .became a wealthy, widow,— and was^ 
with no .great .difficulty, persuaded tq 
marry an handsome young officer, of the 
most dissipated inclinations, who happened 
to lodge in the s^m?. house ^yitb her at a 

publiq place ;rr:?nd on. wl^om, tjjie jiporning 

' e 3 
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after her marriage, — ^which to^k place 
trWhin l)m month, — she ^tled the whole 
of her fortune. — He Iwld with her quiet^. 
AtiA civilly till yiesterday, — whtti, without 
^ving her the least notice of his tntentidtis, 
he setofFfor the Cbntinent with an Italian 
opira singer ;— and, last n%ht, an nphoU 
sterer surpHzed her with a visit, to demand 
posse^Sidn 6f the house aikl furniture, 
VKich her husband had sold to him in the 
inoming;-^It was even with dlflScaUy that 
this silly woman could obtain leave to stay 
during the night, in order to pack up her 
cbthei ^f*— in which comfortable task you 
see her at thrs moment employed ;— ^nd on 
conditioti that she should pay an exorbi- 
tant price for the attendance of four men, 
whom you may perceive drinking in a 
room below, — to take care that she carries 
nothing out of the hbose but what 
legally belongs to her.^ 

'* Turn your eyes, my good lord, if you 
please, to an apartment on the ground-floor, 
wh^re there is a young man, with his el* 
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l^ow resting' on t^he table, and bis h^nd 
supporting his head^.in a posture 3S| ifhia 
thoughts were immersed in some 9u]^|^g^ 
that requires profound raeditation: — ji\i^ 
subject, is, however^ neither inorenpr lest 
thair a love-letter, which has exhausted his 
faculties in composing. — ** It must be pi^e, 
then," observed the Count, " of a very un- 
usual and extraordinary nature, that require^ 
so much labour. — Nothing so easy, I should 
imagine, as an epistle of that tendency : — the 
diffiqul ty, as it appears to me, and I have had 
.4M>me sort of experience in these mat- 
js^Xh i^ ^o secure a favourable answer,^ 
But the English, perhaps, among their 
other particularities, may have a particvilar 
.mode of making love." 

" You must," replied Asfliodeus^ ''have 
already discovered, in many instances which 
.Ihav0 displayed to you that the people of 
this country can be sometimes as violent, 
as headstrong,, and as^ silly, in the indul* 
gence of their, amorous propensities, as the 
natives of sl< warmer climate :r— but to pro- 
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coed with the enamoured gentletnan in our 
view ; I must inform you, that he happens 
to be fiiscinated by a fine young woman of 
independent fortune, — who, not contented 
with her beauty, and the elegant accom- 
plishments of her rank in society, wishes ' 
to dignify herself with a character for 
literary attainments ; and, having read suffi- 
cient to have stored up a collection of haM 
words, as well as the names ef persons dis- 
tinguished for their learning, and her me- 
mory serving her with a tolerable sprinkle of 
common* place opinions on literary matters 
aBrf characters, she has set herself up as a fe- 
male philosopher, and- thinks that an occa- 
sional display of pedantic airs will establish 
her reputation for learning. Among her other 
affectations, she professes a superiority over 
those passions which nature, for the. wisest 
and best purposes, has implanted in the 
human fratne! She attempts to refine upon 
the ordinary and natural sentiments, and, 
Hinder the pretence of ascending in the 
sc^e of rationalbeings^ she tretits love in 
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particular as a degrading weakness ; while 
she pretends so to have spiritualised all her 
sensations, as to consider a pure, unso- 
phisticated friendship, to be the great and, 
indeed, the only good of life, and a capacity 
for the attainment of it, as the most enno- 
bling quality of intellectual beings. Nay, 
she proceeds still further, and insists that 
it may be equally maintained and en^ 
joyed between the two sexes, as by the in- 
tlividuals of cither. — She does not, how- 
ever, condescend to reason upon her opi- 
nions, or to defend their truth by argument ; 
— but supports them merely by certain 
brief apothegms, delivered in a decisive 
tone, which never vary, and serve her uni- 
formly to maintain what she calls ' the 
doctr'me of an immaculate life ;' and in the 
practical adoption of which, she determine^ 
the utmost perfection of human nature to 
consist.— The young man, who has lately 
become so enamoured of her, as to deter- 
mine to make a declaration of his passion, 
in order to win his way to a favourable 
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reception, has contrived, with great labour, 
and exercise of thought, to clothe the id- 
portant epistle which is to convey the 
situation of his heart to her, in a atjle^ 
according to his notions^ so perfectly phi* 
losQphical, as to inspire him with the hopes 
of it$ being cordially received. — He has just 
finished and re- perused it,— ^and is in a glow 
of satisfaction on the occasion, while his sud* 
den escape from his pensive attitude, which 
you now see, with his active pacing up and 
down the room, are inspired by it. — You 
never, my Lord, wrote auoh a letter when 
you were Studying logic at Alcala, as you 
will readily acknowledge this to be, when 
I have repeated it to you. — You will,, how- 
ever, be so good as to muster up all youe 
£iculties for the compreheasioH of it^ 

^' Madam, 

^^ My most fortunate acquaintance with 
you has introduced me to a knowledge of 
your perfections ; and my early admiration 
has ripened kito a love of them.-^ These 



sentinients have wtunilly proceeded in « 
i^omse of advanciiig exaltation into the 
purest affection ior the superior being who 
potfsenes them*— ^But you may rest assured 
that the love which I not only profqas, but 
fed in my soul^ is in that tranquil spirit, and 
of that sublimated nature, which, I trust, 
may be said to form such a metaphysical 
friendship, as }'0u may be willing to 
sanction at the fliitar, and which we may 
both enjoy in all its purity to the end of 
^tuf lives. 

^* F^chh ine to offer to your attention, 
and as I hope to your approval, my notion oC 
what love is, by comparing it with what it 
is nnt. — It would be incompatible with the 
fitness of things to offer you an heart, 
without informing you of the real state, 
eharaoier, and feelings of it 

** Were I other than I am, I should 
love thee as a woman ; being as I am I 
adore thee as an angel. 

<< The chief bonds of anion among the 
hmnan kind are consanguinityi bve^ and 
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friendship. The last stands fitst in parUy, 
and constancy. Marriage combines wan 
and woman in one flesh. The conge- 
nialities of friendship combine man and 
man in one soul. . Hoyt sublime the idea, 
that such friendship, being founded on the 
immortal parts of ourselves, shall exist to 
all eternity.! . Consanguinity is by no means 
comparable to friendship. Brothers in 
blood are brothers^ in birth. Brothers in 
mind are brothers in creation* As much 
is the one superior to the other, as is the 
Creator to the parent. — Love at best can- 
not be pure ; it possesses us through our 
senses, and is contaminated by the way. 
Friendship is only friendship when pure ; 
for then a man feds himself at heart, 
without the necessity of physical organi-* 
zation. Love is not exclusively a human 
characteristic ; — friendship is, it being uu- 
felt by brutes ; — love is despotic, — friend* 
ship voluntary ; — love unmans, — friend* 
ship deifies;— love is often, stated as the 
motive to a sin^-'— friendship, has motives 



IK ENGLAND. l^T 

"to make sin a virtue. Lovd is often com- 
plained of, because the object is unworthy ;. 
friendship is of that divine nature it can- 
not exist without mutual worthiness. 

'^ Friendship and love are as adverse as 
can be i the one is a sentiment ; — the 
other a passion : and the most dangerous 
ascendancy of love is, that it ruins in 
minutes what friendship erects in years. 
Thus the generality of womankind, whose 
ordinary attribute is love^ are commonly the 
baneof friendship; their insensibility of which. 
one to another, is the strongest argument 
among the Mahometans for excluding them., 
from the hfgh intellectual claims of man.— 
*' You have aimed at the best and 
the highest things, and have attained 
them* You are qualified not only to be 
an example, but a lawgiver to your sex, and 
it may, hereafter, be said of you,— -but long 
may the period be removed,, in the lan- 
guage of Shakespeare's applausive testir 
monial to a great and distinguished man,, 
with the necessary alteration of one word^ 
'— ** This was a womaru** 



JS8 DEVIL UFOl^ TWO STICKS 

^^ That I shc^ild feel an anient but m 
pure desire, to unite my soul with your 
soul, and, under the sanction of human 
institutions, for ta them we must submit, 
thus to blend our intellectual natures, 
is, I rcknowledge, a very high ambition; 
but I glory in the impulses which inspire it; 
and, I trust, if you will condescend to know 
more of me^ by your more frequent and 
confidential society, that you will at length 
find me worthy of the supreme haj^ineas 
to which I aspire. 

*' I have the honour of being, with the 
most sincere admiration, and the purest sen- 
timents of regard, 

" Your devoted humble Servant,*' 

^* And now what think you of a meta- 
physical love letter ?*' 

' ** My opinion/' replted Don Cleofes, 
*' cannot be a secret to you : but I am rather 
Curious to know, what the lady to whom 
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it IS addressed, will think ofit.-r-I shoiild 
isuspect her sex, or her head, if she does 
not laugh at, and silently despise it.'* 

" The sentiments, or rather sensations,'* 
said the demon, ^ which it will excite, will 
neither be those of merriment or con- 
tempt ; they will be such as are dictated 
by extreme anger and resentment. — For 
this Solomon in petticoats, with all her 
wisdom and all her spirituality, will bofi- 
descend occasionally to put herself in d 
violent passion. She will consider it, 
naturally enough, as an attempt und 
a veVy irtipudent one, to turn her into 
ridicule; fbr* which she will fully mani- 
fest Her resentment to her sublimated 
lover, by giving to his metaphysical epistle, 
the following brief and physical answer : 

' ** YoxX Site the most malignant being, or 
thfe greatest fool, dn this teri-aqueous globe. 
I hope niy eyes may never again glance 
ipon your shape. — I should scritch at 
hearing yOUr voice. — Preposterous boy, 
AvaUntf'— • ' 



i. 



I 



140 DEVIL CTPON TWO STICKf. 

^' I now perceive/* said A^modeus; ^^ tiiat 
your eyes are directed to a gentleman, in 
his robe de chambre, who has this moment 
hid down the bpok which has interested 
kiip to this kte hour, and has risen up to 
rest his head upon the cornice of the 
chimney* piece» — He is so struck with a 
little history which he has just completed, 
that it wilLhave a very decided inflaence 
on the character of his liiture life. — It 
will perhaps appear extraordinary when I 
inform you,. that the volume is not a work 
0f philosophy, ot science;, or politics, oi^ 
i^igion. — It is, indeed,, nothing more pot 
less than a novel, — which, however, has 
presented him with such a picture, that a 
favourite and rather increasing inclination 
of his mind^ will not only be checked, but 
diverted, altogether to another a^id very 
different object.— ^In order to give you a 
dear insight into, the effect of this night*^ 
study, it will be necessary for niotogive a 
preparatpry skejtphfpf his hjstoi^y> 

'^ He is the son of a respectably and 
opulent merdiant, in whose counting- 
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hoiise, he may be said to have received his 
education ; nor did h^ during that period, 
look to any higher rank in Kfe, than had 
been enjoyed by his father. The old gen- 
tleman had been sheriff of London, and 
the young man might, |ierbapsj look for- 
wards, in some ambitious moment, to 
gain another step in the career of civic ho* 
nour, and become Lord Mayor of that city« 
Thus he grew up, industrious, intelligent, 
honest, discreet, and obliging in all his con- 
eerns ; till, about the time when he had 
'attained the age of twenty- four years, his 
father and uncle both died within three 
months of each other, and, being their 
sole heir, he inherited their joint fortunes, 
which amounted to upwards of an hundred 
thousand pounds. 

^'Though his life had been hitherto 
passed in the routine of trade, he had con- 
trived to obtain instruction on subjects, and 
in brandies of knowledge, not immediately 
connected with bis professional .pursuits; 
and; among his young city acquaintance. 
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life, which he proposed to adopt, and hik 
Ibrtune so amply qualified htm to support* 

^'This plan he carried into immediate 
executimi, and returned, after passing three 
years on the continent, if not absolutely in 
the first, yet certainly in rather an attrac- 
tive style of figure and accomplishment. — 
His first exhibition; after bis return, was at 
« very fashionable watering place ; where 
his general appearance, and six thousand 
pounds a year^ made him an object of at- 
tention to the Lady Elizabeth's, Amelias 
and Sophias ; who happened to be there at 
the same time. The temporary acquaintance 
with these females of rank, suggested to 
him the advantage which might result from 
a connection with nobility. — He had tra- 
velled to gain the exterior of fashionable 
life; — he had fortune to support a very 
handsome figure in it ; — and a noble wife, 
he was rather disposed to think, would com- 
plete the design which he had in view. 

" But though he had a strong propen* 
sity to this mode of proceeding, as a kin4> 
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t)f short cut, a north-west passage, as it 
were, to that station to which he aspired ; 
— his early habits of weighing the profit 
and loss in every venture, operated in this. 
Three months he has passed in this wa- 
vering and doubtful state ; — and as you 
must often have observed that the most 
important and weighty matters take their 
shape and colour, and sometimes derive, 
their existence, from the most trifling cir- 
cumstance ; his opinion has been settled, 
and his resolution fixed, by the accidental 

r 

perusal of a story in a novel which now 
lies on his table ; — and he will think no 
more of a lady Matilda with high birth,^ 
fine airs, and little fortune, the artillery of 
whose eyes and attentions had made some 
impressions on him, and lead tothe altar the 
untitled Miss Mary , the amiable daugh- 
ter oif one of his father's most intimate 
friends, with fifty thousand pounds." 

" And now," said Don Cleofas, *^ my cu- 
riosity is all awake to be acquainted with 
the story, whose influence lias been so very 
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powerful. There must, I presume, be a 
magician, or an enchanter in it/' 

*' There are no magicians or enchanters 
in the business/' said the Demon ; " but 
the human passions ; and both men and wo- 
nien stand in need . of no other influences 
to perform the best, and commit the worst, 
actions of which their nature is capable. 
—But you shall hear it^ when I have remov- 
ed you to a more convenient situation. — 
In a tnoment they were comfortably seated 
in a veianda, shaded with ever-greens, — 
when the Devil upon TwoSticksbegan the 
story. 

Heighho ! for a Nolle JFife.^ 

** Louisa, who was the daughter of the 
Countess de B , had been educated 

♦ The Novel, from whence this story is taken, is 
entitled Fashionable Follies, l>y. Mr. Vaughan j in 
which the character of the French is most faithfully 
depicted, as it was previous to the Revolution, and the 
Character of the English as we hope it will ever be. 



with uncommon care by Her mother. That 
is to say, she was a very fine performer oit 
the instruments in fashion, sung in a very 
superior style, danced with admirable grace^ 
could explain herself tolerably well in 
Italian, and had a little elementary babble - 
in history and geography. To crown all, 
she was very handsome. 

" Lisimon, who had made a rapid fortune 
in commercial sjpeculations, and the finan- 
cial concerns of Government, and possessed 
withal an agreeable person, as well as 
amiable manners, ventured to appear 
among the young men of quality, who 
courted the favour of the charming 
Louisa. He made an offer of marriage, 
which was favourably received. He was 
indeed treated with peculiar attention 
by Madame Bersan's family and circle^ — 
He was loaded with the most flattering 
compliments on the occasion, and heard 
nothing but congratulations on his ap- 
proaching union with a family, as distin- 
guished for its virtue and noble qualities, as 
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for its high btrth and ^totioa in the 
world* — Of the latter, Madame de B- ■■ , . 
and her daughter bad.a very atnple portion ; 
bat of the farmer, they enjoyed no more 
than a woman who had been remarkable for 
her gallantries, and a young woman, fashion- 
ed by her, might be supposed topossess, — 
Tliey had a taste for all those expenses 
which their finances did not allow them to 
indulge ; Lisimon's wealth was exactly 
what they wanted ; so, after having insisted 
on his purchasing one of those employ- 
ments under Government, to which rank 

4 

is attached, — the marriage was concluded. — 
. Lisimon's head was turned .with his good 
fortune ; he was the happiest of human 
beings; while all the friends of LouiSa 
^ were delighted at a marriage, which placed 
h^r at theheadof a splendid establishment, 
of whieh she knew perfectly well to. do all 
the honours. — She, also, to prove her regard 
for Lisimon, proposed to pass the first 
months of their marriage, which were in 
the fine season of the year, in the uninter- 
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rupted enjoyment of domestic happiness, at 
h\fi clidteau, at the distance of about twentj 
leagues from Paris. 

*^ It so happened, however, that a Mon- 
sieur de Sainval, a young, insinuating, 
handsome Colonel of Dragoons, had taken 
a small country-house in the neighbour- 
hood of Lisimon ; and he was in the habit 
of coming frequently to visit the Countess 
de B ' ■ , who was passing the summer 
with her daoghter,—indeed, it was some 
time since the daughter herself had taken a 
decided fancy to this amiable officer, and she 
let him know it. — He was not insensible of 
her preference, — passion succeeded, — and 

but no matter.— The history must 

be left to unfold itself in its own way. 

'^ Lisimon was so enraptured with his 
wife, that he lived only in the contempla- 
tion of her. — But he was not jealous, — nor 
was he troublesome.— When he married a 
woman of quality, and had purchased a 
title, he determined to jact up, in all £orms 
gnd punctilios, to his new character ; and he 
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never invaded her privileges, or intruded 
upon those hours which she dhose to re- 
serve to herself: — She acted her part with 
a perfect knowledge of the necessary cos- 
turtne, and Lisimon considered himself as 
the happiest of raen, and was sometimes 
even surprized at the extent of his felicity. 
" But> notwithstanding the unintrusive 
complaisance, and submissive attentions of 
her husband, Louisa occasionally languished 
for opportunities which did not occur. 
During the long period of three days, she 
had not seen the Colonel for a moment 
alone: impatlehtat this cruel interval, she 
feigned a violent head-ach, retired at an 
early hour, and desired that she might not 
be disturbed. — Lisimon, therefore, prepar- 
• ed, as, from etiquette and other circum- 
. stances, he had been frequently used to do, 
to sleep in his own apartment.— Nor was 
it long after he might be supposed to have 
embraced his solitary pillow, that Louisa, 
already prepared for the expedition, mounted 
her horse, with one of her mother's ser- 
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vants to attend her, and was not long in 
galloping over the league which lay be- 
tween the chdteau, and the country-house 
of Sainval. 

**Lisimoil^ unhappy at the illness of 
his wife, ^- was prevented, by his tender 
anxieties, from closing his eyes ; and, 
as he lay awake^ his vigilant solicitude was 
disturbed by a noise, which appeared to 
him to proceed from the sudden arrival or 
departure of persons on horseback. — He 
instantly called his valet-de-chambre to be 
informed of the circumstance. Saint Val 
had long been a faithful, and confidential 
servant, who was sincerely attached to his 
master, and was too well acquainted with 
the progress of his dishonour, which, in- 
deed, he had long foreseen. — He had used 
all the influence he possessed, and all the 
arguments it became him to urge, to turn 
him a§ide from this ill-assorted marriage; 
but what counsels could be expected to 
prevail in the mind of a man inflamed by 
vanity, and seduced by love?- — * What is 
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that trampling of horses which I have just 
heard?' — Saint Val, in a state of the 
most afilicting consternation, knew nol 
what to answer, and was silent. — •Tell 
me,' exclaimed Lisimon, in a tone of ex- 
treme rage apd impatience, — * what is the 
matter. I will know it, whatever it may 
be ; so delay not an instant, as you value 
me, or my displeasure, to inform me.' — 

* Alas ! Sir,' replied the afflicted Saint Val, 
' my Lacly is gone, I know not where, with 

* a servant,whose person I could not clearly 
distinguish*'—* That is impossible !'—* It 
is too true, Sir, for I saw them depart.' — 
Lisimon instantly flew to her apartment, 
awoke her servants, undrew the curtains of 
her bed, — ^and she was not there. — ^He 
instantly locked the doors of the different 
chambers, with the women in them, secur- 
ed the keys ; and, in a paroxysm of despair, 
hurrfed'away to inform his mother-in-law 
of her and his dishonour. 

" It was -some time before he could 
gain admittance. — When, as he related the 
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sod) disgraceful tale, fee wept wUh rage. — 
• A woman,' said he, * for wliom I have 
done so much, — 'whom I loved with so 
much tenderness^ and who so lately clasped 
me in her arms, and lavished on me the 
warm declarations of* afl^ionate fondness. 
for her. ■* * I am petrified with aston-: 

ishment,' said the Countess \ — ^ but let 
me intreat you to calm yourself; and, after 
all, are you sure that you are not xleceiv- 
edr' — * O 1 heavens, I^am, indeed, deceiv- 
ed by the basest of women ; I have exa- 
mined her apartments,^ — she is not there ; 
nor shall she enter them again, — they are 
locked, and ihave the keys with me, — but 
I am incapable of utterance,— Saint Val 
wrtt tell you the reist/ — * And is it,' said 
the Countess, assuming an air of 9ngry 
dignity, * is it on the report of that lying 
rascal, that you have awakened me at such 
an unseasonable hour,.— and made such an 
extraordinary disturbance; — for shame. Sir, 
for shame.— Your conduct is abominable, 

and deserves the resentment it shall feel : 

G 3 
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my daughter is. superior to your suspicions 
she has been too well brought up, not to 
set them at defiance. — She resembles me, 
and is worthy of the rank which she inhe- 
rits ; nor has she done any thiug to disgrace 
it, but by marrying you.' — Lisinion, con- 
fused and confounded, retired to his cham- 
ber overwhelmed with affliction and amaze- 
ment. ' 

'^ It was now three in the morning, and 
he had given his orders to watch the return 
of the lady ; and hearing a noise on the 
side of the garden, where Saint Val lay in 
wait, he hastened thither. — ^As he was pro- 
ceeding, be heard the report of a pistol, 
which appeared to be at a short distance 
from him ; and, at the same time, a voice 
exclaimed, I am killed.— ^ He hurried to the 
spot, and found they were the last words of 
his faithful servant. — Saint Val hM fallen, 
and while his master was calling for assist- 
ance, had expired. — The murderer^ had 
fled and left no traces behind him* 
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During the absence of Lisimon from the 
chateau, Louisa had reached her apart- 
ment. The confidential servant did not 
answer her signal^ and she began to be 
alarmed at the circumstance, when her 
mother appeared to inform her that she 
was discovered, and to assist her in bai&ing 
her injured husband. Fortunately, Louisa 
had a master key to her apartment, which 
had been made for the more ready admit- 
tance of Sainval; the difficulty of obtain- 
ing an entrance was, therefore, removed; 
and in a few minutes she was undressed, in 
bed, and prepared to receive the reproaches 
of her husband. He soon appeared, and 
expressed himself from the dictates of the 
fury which agitated him. — But the scene 
was soon changed, and he found himself 
unable to resist the violence with which he 
was assailed. — He was the accuser, the 
judge, and the witness: but instead of 
penitence, he found reproach : and instead 
of submission to his sentence, he was him- 
self accused. 
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'* * Do you imagine,* exclaimed the 
-C'ountess, with eA\ the vehemence of an 
assumed passion, * do you suppose that 
my daughter eai> condescend to pardon 
you? — With what reproaches ought I Uy 
load myself^ for having preferred such a 
wretch as you, when so many persons of 
the first distinction courted my alliance.' — 
* After you have thus outraged me with 
your base suspicions,* added Louisa, • how 
dare you to appear before me. — Leave my 
stght; — let me curse my folly without 
'beholding the object of it i-. — go and con*- 
sole yourself, if you can,, witbthe suggest 
t^ons of a hcartj as bise as the origin and: 
condition of him who possesses it.* 

" Lisiinon, in the mean time, was so^ 
aslonisiied and confounded, that .he could 
not ut^er a v\ord; and was about to 
yield to this itnpetuous display of artifice^ 
and audacity, — when his furious mother-in?. 
iaw returned to the charge, — *^Know, Sir, 
said she, ' that I am equaf do any thing, 
and, while I live, the honour of my child 
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' shall not be exposed by d^base-borrt man 
as thoo art — My orders are already givert.;. 
' in an hour I shall depart^ and my daughter 
will accompany nje.-*-I shall not leave one 
so dear to me,* and so worthy of my best 
aflections, a prey to your vulgar fury/ 

'* On their arrital in Paris they conK 
menced a suit against Lisimon in order to 
obtain a separation. It wili not be supposed 
that such spirits as theirs would fail in> 
making the charges, and finding the means 
to support' them. — They took all advan- 
tages: — for they were no sooner informed 
that the poor, faithful Saint \ai had liecn^ 
kilted/ by one of their own domestics, in 
order to screen hi& mistress, than they 
named Lisimon himself as the murderer of 
his faithful servant;: who was boldly 
stated ta have fallen a victim 0^ the }jea>- 
lousy of his master.- 

'^^'On this^ unhappy marriage he had, 
such Wa£ his infatuation, settled half of 
his for|;une on his noble wife; and her 
great objSftt was to enjoy it. Her mother 
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had been heard to say, and there is little 
doubt of the assent of her daughter, that 
it was very much to be lamentedi that the 
master had not been killed instead of the 
servailt. Their project, however, of ob- 
taining a separation, promised success. — 
Lisimon had to contend with the vulgar 
opinion, which is always to take part 
against, and to make a mockery of, unfor- 
tunate husbands. His former friends, per- 
sons in the same rank of life with himself, 
had deserted him ; his latter acquaintance, 
to whose society his marriage had elevated 
him, rejoiced at the disgrace of an upstart; 
and the judges were prejudiced against 
him. Such was the situation, and so 
unpropitious every circumstance about him, 
that his own lawyers advised him to solicit 
an accommodation ; and he was obliged to 
give up to her immediate possession the 
settlement which he had made upon her 
in case of his death. That event, how- 
ever, was at no great distance ; — for in less 
than two years he fell a victinifto his dis- 
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appointments, and left her rich and inde- 

- I^endent, 
; " In a short time she married Sainval, 
who was expensive, profligate, and loaded 
with debts. They for some time maintained 
an establishment at Paris ; but in a style that 
cou'd not last, and absolute ruin closed their 
career. — He seized on every thing in his 
power, and abandoned her on a pretext of 
making the tour of Europe. 

" Thus reduced, the wretched Louisa 
was not only deserted by those who had 
been the witnesses, and some of the ac- 
complices in her abominable proceedings, 
but was the declared object of their repro- 
bation and abhorrence. — So that, while she 
was yet possessed of yoiith and beauty, she 
had no other resource but to retire with her 

-mother to some distant provinicial town, 
to lament her past follies and to be for- 
gotten." 

" But this, my, good friend," exclaimed 
the Coujnt, *' is a French historiettey which, 
though perfectly characteristic of the man- 
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ners of that nation, could not, as far as my 
observation has enabled metojudg^ have 
occurred in this better country, where pro- 
fligacy, though it may t)e sooietrines prac- 
tised, is not the (ashion.'^ 

That is very true," replied Asmodeus, 
but the principle is the same ; though in 
different countries, and at different periods, 
m the .same country, the eflfects may 
be more or less mischievous. — You have 
heard, from this little history, what it may 
have done in France *^ while in England, 
' matrimonial discord, from whatever cause 

* it may arise, can lead to no such dreadful ex- 
tremitres, as have been just represented :-— 

* At the same time an ill-assorted marriage, 
where the wife is sought for the sake of a 
noble connection, and the husband is re- 
ceived for the sake of his fortune, even in 
this country, where the distinctions are not 
so marked, as in many, and indeed, most 
parts of Europe, it may produce discontent, 
misery, separation, and ruin ! — ^Nor, perhaps, 
has the gentleman, whom we have just 
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cx^ntemplated^ and who meditated such a 
matrimonial connection^ acted unwisely, ia 
determining to- avoid the risque of its pos- 
sible unhappy consequences. — There are 
few persons perhaps, who have ever been 
imder such real obligations to a novel as 
himself. • 

" The general tendency of that kind of 
reading, and its influence on morals, man- 
ners,^nd character, is a subject wliicli may 
hereafter furnish me with the means of 
adding to your amusement ; and the his- 
tory of a circulating library may prove a 
pregnant source of information to your 
curious and inquisitive mind; but that must 
be referred to our day-light excursions ; and 
not till I have coaxed the little imp who has 
the care of those repositories, to grant noe 
the privilege of a few hours intrusion on his 
department. — It is not, I believe, the first 
time I have infortned your Lordship, that 
every individual of her fraternity, has his 
particular privileges, and is very jealous of 
any intrusion on them, ^ 
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*^ And now/' continued the Demon, ^^ wc 
are in a most convenient situation, to con- 
sider the character of a most fortunate 
man, in a most unfortunate situation. But, 
as his present embarrassment has been 
brought upon himself by presumption, 
arrogance, and treachery, he does not, you 
will think, deserve to be pitied. 

" To whatever unexpected elevation he 
may have risen, he was born in misfortune. 
His father, who had been unsuccessful in 
life, and died in distress, possessed those 
talents, and was not without tho^e attain- 
ments, which are not always found conge- 
nial to the meum and tuum principles that 
are best calculated to acquire or preserve 
independent fortune. — The gentlenlan 
whom you now see walking up and down 
the room in a very apparent agitation, and 
evidently from time to time, talking to him- 
self, was then a forward and promising boy, 
and fortunately found friends, to whom he 
was indebted for that education to which 
he owes the good fortune which he has 
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since attained. — ^This kindness was well 
repaid by the character he acquired at 
the school and university, at both which 
places he greatly distinguished himself,-^ 
A very singular circumstance, however, 
seems to have operated very powerfully to 
quicken his advancement. — He displayed 
early ability for public speaking ; and an op- 
•portanity was given him to display his pre- 
n^ture elocation. A kind of spouting 
club was established at the house of a gen- 
tleman, well known as attached to the 
principles of the opposition party of that 
day, and where promising young men were 
invited to display and exercise their elo- 
-quence, as well as to be initiated in the poli- 
tics of that school. Here our young orator 
made such a conspicuous figure, that it was 
designed by some opposition leaders, to. in- 
troduce him, in due time, into parliaihent, 
where they hoped to derive assistance from 
his abilities. — This was no idle, nor empty 
testimony to .his qualifications : — men who 
were judges, beyond all challengej^ and 
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whose interested views forbade them to 
expend their influence without, what they 
conceived a certainty of return, anticipated 
the figure he would make as an orator, and 
as a 8tate8man.-^In the mean time, he 
was preparing himself by the study of the 
law, to engage in the profession of the 
Bar, for which his talents were sufficiently 
appropriate to give him a very fair 
prospect of success ; and, ia the present 
4eartli of distinguished men at the bar^ of 
considerable eminenoe.-*-He didnotfaow- 
. ever, wait long in a suspended state be- 
tween Westminster Hall and the House of 
• Commons,— -The minister of the day^ — 
and one of the greatest men which this 
country has produced, had formed such a 
prepossession in his favour, as to snatch the 
young man from his present patrons, to 
subdue his avowed political principles, and 
secure him to himself — This he effectually 
did, not by verbal promises, but by actual 
advantages^ and the most encoura^ng 
prospect of future advancemeat.-<^His first 
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nppearanqi2j however, did not justify the ex- 
pectations which had been formed of him.— - 
His parliamentary debut was not splendid, 
— and his early speeches were such as rather 
to disappoint than to gratify*— While his 
former, friends, protectors, and patrons, 
treated his apostacy with indifierence and 
with sneers, — the minister, neverthe- 
less, continued, not only to favour and che- 
rish him, — but by assisting in procuring 
him a very wealthy wife, rendered him in- 
dependent of himself. — After such a testi- 
mony, from such a man, and who could not. 
be influenced by any original partiality, 
friendship, or even acquaintance with him, 
— he must be allowed to possess qualities 
of rK> ordinary texture. — And now that hia 
ministerial patron is no more, and the dis- 
ting^iished leader of the opposition to his 
adnutiistration is consigned to the tomb ; 
— since these great men have ceased to 
share the wonder and admiration of an at- 
tentive and applauding senate, from their 
unrivalled eloquence, — it would be a degra- 
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ding dct of injustice not to allow him a 
place among the best parliamentary speak- 
ers of the present day. 

** Nor is this all. — ^The minister wW 
had invariably protected him, seemed to 
have bequeathed his favourable opinion of 
him to his political adherents, as, in a sub- 
sequent administration, principally formed 
of them, his protegS was advanced to a 
very high and important situation in the 
government of the country. In an ad- 
ministration which was not remarkable, 
cither for talents, or political character, and 
at a period when the extraordinary state of 
Europe rendered the office to which he had 
been elevated, little more than a sinecure, 
there could be no doubt of his being ade- 
quately qualified to discharge the very few 
duties it had to perform. — Some one, it 
was thought by many, might have been 
founds who, from his birth, family con- 
nections, and property, would haye given 
more of dignity and character to the office 
than it coiild derive from him. — There, 
however, he found himself, — and if he had 
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been contented, there he might have re- 
mained; — but it so happened, and such 
things have happened before, and will 
again,-^that the extraordinary rise in his 
fortune was accompanied with more than 
an equal advance in the opinion of his own 
genius, talents, and qualifications. — ^That 
passion by which the angels fell, and whom 
I reckon among my ancestors, now glowed 
warm within. — It was probable that the 
nobleman, who held the first situation in 
the government of the country would soon 
resign his office, — and a certain principle, 
- to which mankind are all more or less sub- 
ject, so far predominated in our statesman's 
mind, suggested an opinion to him, that 
he was the best qualified person in the 
. united Empire of Great Britain, to fill that 
. important station ; and disdaining the in- 
ferior talents of his colleagues,— to that 
point of his ambition he was determined 
to work his way, — and the mode he took 
plainly proved that the noble spirit, the 
greatness of mind^ and the manly daring 
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whicH form men of high and commanding 
situations^ are not possessed by him. — He 
worked like a mole^ and was undermining 
the edifice, while he was living in terms of 
private, as well as official intimacy and 
union with the inhabitant of it. — At length 
it fell,-^a common ruin involved, them 
both, — while the disgrace and dishonour 
of the demolition attached solely and ex- 
clusively to himj — He now finds himself 
an object of triumph to his political ene- 
mies, and of distrust, to say no worse, to his 
late political friends. — This transaction was 
a topic that engaged the universal atten- 
tion, as it met with the universal disapproba- 
tion of the public, at the time* when it 
happened, and will be handed down to fu- 
turity as a political transaction, — and in- 
crease those items of political shuffling 
which arerecorde4 to disgrace the contests 
for power, which have been so frequent in 
the present, and several of the preceding 
reigns : and, at the same time^ mark the im- 
perfections from which the most perfect 
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feystem of goveniment, which ever appeared 
in the world, caonot, nor ever will be (tee. 
the mortifications which he has suffered 
cannot be easily described, — and he is, at 
this moment, in the full agony of them ; — 
nor will they soon subside. — He has a 
very cultivated mind i — and his speeches in 
Parliament possess ingenuity, readiness, 
flash, figure, and violence. — He can point 
an epigram, or compose a ballad, or coin a 
sarcasm, with an happy facility.— But he 
will never be a great man : — and he must 
be finally contented, if his swollen mind 
will allow it, with the general acknowledg- 
ment, that he is a clever felbw." 

^ For my part," said the Count, *^ I am. 
very much disposed to look with an indul- 
gent eye on that dbposition w^ich iscaikd 
arrogance ; a national propensity, perhaps, 
to something not altogether unhke it, may 
induce me to regard it without any violent 
emotions of displeasure. — But that which 
appears to have sprang up in the mind of 
tlie gentleman in our view, is not, I think 
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of the right sort. It does not arise from 
the original circumstance of condition ; — 
it was not sucked in at the breast. — it is 
not a flower which will^ in some way adorn, 
though it may poison the character; — but 
a weed> and a rank one too, which springs 
up from the accidental hot-bed of good 
fortune : and hence it is that treachery is 
blended with it. Arrogance may be unjust ; — 
may be tyrannical, — may be even cruel ; — 
but arrogance is never mean. It may 
seize another's possessions, — but it will ne- 
ver pick his pocket.— ^It may operate by 
force, but never by deceit.— It may lord it 
over its inferiors, but it will meet its equals 
upon equal termst- — It may play the tyrant, 
but it will never act the rascal.*' 

** Upon my word, my noble friend,'* said 
Asmodeus, .** the philosophic atmosphere 
of England has already made, a philosopher 
of you;— you reason with all the spirit 
of this reasoning country. You have 
run on a thread of distinctions with the 
most analytical correctness; and as your 
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mind seems prepared for political copside- 
rations, I will' continue the exercise of it, 
d little in that way, by directing your ob- 
ifeervations to a Lady, whp, !il!:e the gentle^ 
roan whom we have just seen, is a serious, 
nocturnal peripatetic— She, like him, owes 
her advancement in life to political circum- 
stances^ and is at this time disturbed by 
vexation arising out of . them, — But an 
hour's exercise up and down her rooni, 
will go a great way towards dispersing it; 
and a. night's rest, with the company which 
she may see to-morrow, will restore her 
consequence and her comforts. — And now 
permit me to forestall the little groupe of 
questions which are on the moment ot 
utterance, by ' proceeding at once to the 
history which will solve them all. — 

^^ This Lady is become the wife of a mi- 
nister of state, after she had been for seve- 
ral years his mistress, and having previously 
served in that capacity, during her more 
attractive* years, to any man of a certain 

appearance and a certain purse. She wai 

i2. 
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not, however, in the class of those wo- 
men, who have no attractkms but beauty 
and artificial blandishments; who only 
please as it were, for a moment, and if they 
survive the career of intemperance, to 
which their course of life too generally 
exposes them, sink into wretchedness and 
contempt, and pass away unnoticed and 
forgotten. — She was of a superior cast, — 
had caught the manners of the world, — 
had contrived to decorate herself with 
pleasing accomplishments, and, without any 
decided superiority in personal charms, she 
possessed those winning qualities, which are 
seen to acquire a more durable power over 
the afiections of the heart. In shorty ehe 
even mainiained, and after several years of 
concub nage, consolidated by marriage, the 
fondest regard of one of the most eminent 
statesmen and orators of his day and na- 
tion." 

" I presume then/* interrupted the Count, 
** that her spirit of intrigue has taken ano- 
ther direction, and that she has abandoned 
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the flowery paths of pleasure, for the more 
gratifying consciousness of secret influence 
and domestic power. — I am not so ignorant 
of what has passed at courts, as to be unac«> 
quainted with what female interposition has 
at times effected in the great concerns of 
the world. The lady, I doubt not, has some 
golden project in view, or is hatching some 
precious mischief.'' 

** I assure you," answered the Devil 
upon Two Sticks, *Mt is neither one nor 
the other; and the best way to satisfy your 
impatience, is to hear me without any fur- 
ther interruption. — Indeed, your notion of 
female influence may be justified in certain 
governments. In France, in particular, 
where the women are idolised, it has been 
universal. — There it was in continual acti- 
vity. — It pervades more or less every de- 
partment in the state: nay, it has sometimes 
possessed such a predominant power, as to 
control the crown, command the armies, 
and possess a Key of the Exchequer; 
but in this country its operations are very 
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feeble, and con&oed to inferior objects ;-r-. 
nor is it tliea apparent. The freedom, 
which is the coast of the British Constitu- 
tion; and the manly spirit, which, from 
that cause, the British Character possesses, 
shut the door against such interference 
in any leading concerns of the state ; 
While the incorruptibility of those, who 
administer the laws, renders female in- 
tr'gp.cs, v.!:icli are so very prevalent and 
successful in the French Courts of jus- 
tice, impracticable in this country : besides 
the education, and general character 
of English Women renders them unfit 
for the attempting, much less the exe- 
cution of such designs. — Public Corruption, 
however, does exist, and its operations have 
their effect ; but they are directed rather to 
petty means, than great measures; and 
where its practice is known, it is ever seri- 
ously disavowed. The people grumble, and 
sometimes pretty loudly against it, — but with 
that they content themselves, ^nd submit 
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to what they cannot control. At all 
events, however, they are not gallant enough 
to bear it with their ordinary patience,,if 
they were to perceive that women were the 
acknowledged engines of it. But be that 
^s it may, the lady who is the subject of 
our immediate observation is by no means 
subject to a charge of this nature. The 
influence ^e possesses over the mind of 
her husband, is confined to his domestic 
comforts. She is contemplating no 
design of good or injury to any one. 
She is, as 3'ou see her, pacing to and 
fro, in order to walk off a mortification, 
which she has received at an assembly of 
the first fashion, where she has passed the 
evening." — " But is it possible," exclaimed 
the noble Spaniard, " is it possible, that in 
a country, one of whose principal character- 
istics is domestic virtue, where chastity'^is 
supposed to have an altar erected to her in 
every family, — is it possible, I say, that a 
womaa so circumstanced as she is, should 
find access to such society. It is, surely. 



1 
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an avowed mockery of the decorums and 
decencies of life, and an insult to those pare 
manners which are the best decorations of 



it." 



** I am/' replied Asmodeus, " to unfold 
the mystery, and explain the cause of 
«uch an unusual irregularity, for it certainly 
can deserve no better name, by which the 
circumstance acquires the character of a 
political transaction. The fact is, that the 
gentleman, to whom this lady is married, 
is the leader of a political party, which is 
indebted for its support, and, in a great 
measure, for its existence, to him. — Hence 
it is, that to please and flatter him, she is 
received not only with civility , but disti notion, 
and by some of the principal families in the 
country, who'*are interested in maintaining 
the power which the party at present etijoys. 
—Nay, within this fortnight, she gave a 
ball, at which all the fashion and virgin mo- 
desty of the party were present, and where 
the Lord .Cliancellor of England joined in 
the dance. — Her vanity has predominated 
pver her general good sense in looking to 



such a reoq>tion, aod his afiectioD lias 
baffled his judgment, by yklulging her in 
that disposition. — He and she ought both 
to have known, that to political oonside* 
rations she is alone indebted for the conde- 
scension of those who receive her, and when 
they no longer exist, she will be returned 
to that privacy which it would have been 
better if she had never quitted. At this 
moment she is in a state of extreme vexation, 
at an occurrence which has happened with* 
in these two hours. — At a very fashionable 
assembly where she passed the evening, a 
small groupe of gentlemen, not, as will 
appear, of the most liberal and ingenuous 
disposition, thought proper to amuse them* 
selves with calculating how many men there 
were at that moment in the room, who,* at 
a certain period of her life, had received 
her unreserved favours. < — Whether they 
spoke louder than it .became them^lo do, or 
she opened her ears widdr than she ought 
to have done, is not worth an enquiry ; it 

issuffictentto add, that she became acquaint*. 

i3 
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ed with the subject of their malevolent en- 
quiry , and she is now chewing the cud of bitter 
reflection at the mortifying circumstance." 
" They deserved something worse than 
contempt/' said Don Cleofas, '* for theu- 
unfeeling and unmanly conduct ; and she 
does wrong to indulge any other emotion 
on the despicable subject." " O, as for that," 
answered Asmodeus, '^ she will completely 
fulfil your wish. The present gust of vexa- 
tion will soon be past, — her pillow waits to 
compose her:*— aftier a sound sleep, and 
pleasar\t dreams, she will wake to laugh at 
the fruitless malice, and to-morrow she 
will be herself again. 

**And now, by way of continuing the sub- 
ject/' said the Devil upon TwoSticks, " I must 
request you to turn your eyes to a more in- 
teresting object : to a very fine wgman, for 
such you may easily distinguish her to be, 
whom you may see sitting at the bed-side of a 
youth, who lies dangerously ill, and whom, 
with a true maternal fondness, she will not 
trust to any care but her own. The phy- 
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sician left her to pass the night in an agony 
of suspense^ and anxiously waiting for to- 
morrow, when the crisis of the disorder will 
determine the fate of her darling child. 
She is a most amiable, elegant, and charm- 
ing woman, whose whole conduct ' is 
governed b}' a strict adherence to the duties 
and decorums of life. Nevertheless, though 
she has a very handsome income, entertains 
in rather a superior manner, and knows 
hoAv to make her house agreeable to her 
visitors, she cannot raise a society by any 
' means suited to her fortune and condition, — 
and is obliged to content' herself with an 
inferior rank of people, to whom she dan 
only do good, without receiving the returns 
of that social intercourse for which she is in 
every respect so Well qualified: — ^but the 
prevailing and indeed essential attention to 
decorum and the preservation of character, 
which appeared to be so unreservedly relax- 
ed in file preceding history, here assumes 
the most austere form of unbending virtue. 
** This lady yielded to a pure and faithful 
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passion, which was returned with equal 
ardour aiKl Hdelity by the object of it ; and 
was continuea for several years by them 
both with inviolate affection : But, from 
some particular circumstances, to which 
they mutually submitted, the altar had not 
sanctified it, an4 he did not survive the 
inir^ediments which hati delayed his honour- 
able and impatient wish to make her hrs 
wife. He unfortunately died a few days 
only before the legalising ceremony would 
Lave taken place, which could have made 
them one in the eye of the law, as they had 
ever considered themselves in the eye of 
sacred honour, and by the lie of chaste^ 
fond, and unalterable attachment. Never 
w LS a more delightful scene of domestic 
bappinesi^, than was formed by them in that 
ret re T) nt which veiled it from public o1^ 
servatiom 

It apparently Tiotatect fta decorum; it 

;,was not perceived to wound any moraF 

feeling ; it exhibited no bad 'example ; it 

performed every, duty, and only waited for 
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ihat fortunate moment, when the discre- 
tion, which had hitherto predominated 
over legal forms, and in this case must, 
by enlarged and liberal minds, have 
been considered as a virtue, would have 
commanded it to be irrevocably established 
by that ceremony, which in some countries 
is very wisely allowed to give a retro- 
■ spective, as well as a future sanction to*^ 
illicit love. — But, unfortunately, the reality 
as well as the nature of the connection 
was unavoidably discovered on the death 
of the excellent and honorable man who 
formed it. The last will and tesuiment, 
by which he had made an ample provisioa 
for her, and appointed their common offw 
spring the future heir of the large fortune to 
which he himself has just succeeded, be- 
trayed those circumstances that have 
fixed a stain on her reputation, which all 
her adrairabfe qualities are not permitted 
to hide, and which a life, that is an eiiample 
of virtuous conduct, cannot Fen>ovc; 

*' Thisisasthkingcontrast to the present 
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fortune, as it is to the real character of the 
lady, whom we have so lately considered : 
but the amiable woman before us will 
at length rise to that condition, for which 
she was formed, and though she sacrificed it 
toan illegitimate passion, thereflection never 
reproaches her, while at the frowns of the 
world she ean smile ; forgive its super- 
cilious sneers, and in watching over the 
advancing' years of her son, find conso* 
lation for the loss of his father. — But the 
time of her advancement in, or rather 
restoration to society, will arrive. Her son, 
on coming of age, will succeed to a large 
fortune. Soon after he will marry a young 
lady of high rank and connections ; — his 
mother, to whom he will nearer fail, in any 
act of filial duty and affection, will become 
the mother-in-law t>f an earl's daughter; 
and that honest respect which scarcely 
beamed upon her for a considerable portion 
of her life, will shed a mild but unin- 
terrupted lustre upon her closing years.*' 
^* I'he ladder," said Don Cfeofas, * * by which 
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people rise in the world, has, certainly, 
some very whimsical steps in it." ** And if,** 
interrupted Asmodeus, ^* youcould point out 
one of them to the person in the upper 
room of a small house, td the left of us, 
he would be very grateful, and it weuld be 
doing good to a very good ipan.— 

'' He is a clergyman of considerable learn- 
ing, and most exemplary life, who may 
be said to be a real labourer in the vine- 
yard, and is now composing a sermon for 
a young sprig of quality, who has two 
thousand pounds a year in church pre- 
ferment ; and cannot find leisure, as he 
certainly does not feel an ioclination, to 
write one for himself; and this worthy 
man is preparing a discourse, which will 
be delivered by the honourable and reve- 
rend divine, before his Majesty, oa Sunday 
next, at the Chapel Royal, and produce 
a shower of compliments on the preacher. 
But this is not all, — the more disgraceful 
part of the concern remains behind : — 
a bookseller has been employed to procure 
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the sermon: in his service the learned 
and laborious scribe is at this moment em- 
ployed ; and he will be so generous as to give 
him two guineas out of the five which he 
is to receive for it : — in the usual way of 
his business, he will pocket the remaining 
three himself. To give you an idea of 
this reverend gentleman's occupations, and 
their resulting advantages, — I shall inform 
you that he is chaplain to an hospital, to 
which he is liable to be called every hour 
in the day and the night. He reads prayers 
twice a week, and occasionally preaches at* 
two work-houses, and one alms-house :^ — 
he performs the same duty four times, add 
preaches twice every Sunday, and buries 
the dead of one of the largest parishes in. 
the metropolfs, and all thia for somethings 
less than two hundred' pounds a yean — 
He also reads prayers every morning, 
except Sundays, to a noblennin's family^ 
during the winter season; (or which attend- 
ance he receives a bank note at the end 
of it, that makes ihe salary amount to not 
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^\x\ie twelve shillings a week ; to which is 
added d breakfast in the house- keeper^s 
room if he ehuses to ask for it. While 
the music-master and dancing-master 
receive a guinea an hour to teach the heir- 
ess of the family their more essential aC- 
<:omp!ishment8. An occasional sermon for 
the service of fattening ignorance, or idle 
opulence, with a little private tuition^ fur- 
nishes out the measure of his unremitting 
labours and scanty provision. Neverthe- 
less, this man has more learning than your 
Archbishop of. Toleda'* — " And more re- 
ligion, too," said the Count, ** or his stock 
of it must be very small. — 

*^ But if my eyes deceive me not, there 
is, in the very next house, another hard- 
working divine, though, from the appear- 
ance of his apartment, which wears the 
form of a very handsome library, it is not 
to be supposed that his nightly labours are 
necessary to his daily bread/' 

** By no means," replied the Demon ; *'he 
writes to obtain that fame which is to be 
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acquired by mowing down prej udices,dissipa- 
ting errors, and establishing truth." "That," 
said the Count, " is a very difficult task/ 
** Most certainly it is;" answered Asmodeus, 
** and though he* may fulfil it in his own 
opinion, he will fall very short of satisfying 
the expectations which he has raised ; it 
is well if he does not altogether disappoint 
them : — but to the purpose : — This Reve- 
rend Gentleman's studies are now, as they 
have long since been, directed to a critical 
examination of difficult and contested pas- 
sages in a certain book, which it does not 
become me to name, with tl view to settle 
the differing opinions of all preceding com- 
mentators by his luminous and incontro- 
vertible illustrations. This he is persuaded 
that he shalPefFect, but he \v\\\ fail in an 
attempt where so many have already failed, 
and where it is not of any real importance 
to mankind that any one should succeed. 
To waste so much talent, time, and erudi- 
tion;! on doubtful points of learning, as so 
many have done, where certainty cannot, 
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perhaps, be attained^ and the establishment 
of which is by no means essential to the 
interest of religion and virtue, is a matter 
for lamentation, rather than for example. 
Yet science has ever been found, more or 
less, to have its pedantry and its pride ; and 
.critical enquiries have contributed more to 
them than any other. The Reverend 
Divine before us possesses a considerable 
portion of learning, and particularly in that 
branch of it which is essential to his pre- 
sent pursuits. Nor does it appear that he 
wants the sagacity that should accompany 
it. — Nevertheless, his long-expected and 
toilsome work will be distinguished for 
little but an attempt to take a new track of 
criticism, pregnant with such palpable ab- 
surdities, as almost to justify a suspicion, 
that he intended to ridicule the system, 
which he professedly has taken so much 
pains to support. Among other curious 
emendations and corrections, he is of opi- 
nion, that the word Passover ought to be 
translated Skipover; and most learnedly 
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insists, that the animals which Sampson is 
recorded to have caaght, in order to assist 
him in his meditated conflagration^ were 
Jackalls, and not Faxes. 

^ But I now perceive,'* said Asmodeus, 
^' that an opportunity is offered to relieve 
you a little from the various pictures of hu- 
man infirmity, which I have thds un- 
folded to your observation. You may now 
perceive, in a room in the large white house 
before us, a gentleman who has just quitted 
his bed, and is dressing hxin^Ai en deshabille. 
He has found no sleep on his pillow, and 
is therefore preparing to take a stroll up and 
down his chamber, in order to compose, if 
possible, the agitated state of his mind. 

" He is a nobleman of high rank, dis- 
tinguished virtue, and very large fortune, 
who having been so entirely captivated by 
the charms, accomplishments^ and amiable 
qualities of a young lady in the middle class 
of life, that he determined, notwithstanding 
the inferiority of her rank, to offer her 
his hand, and he certainly did not entertain 
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the least doubt of its being accepted. How^ 
great, therefore, wasr his disappointment^ 
when, on de^ring to be considered as a can- 
didate for her heart, he was informed that 
it was bestowed upon another. After ex- 
pressing, in the most graceful terms of 
acknowledgment, the sense she entertained 
of the high honour he intended to bestow 
on her, she acquainted him that she was en- 
gaged to an amiable and excellent ^oung 
man, a clergy man^ who was in continual 
expectation of a living, and that they only 
wailed for that event to proceed to the 
altar. * Well then,* said the noble lord, 
* as it is not destined to me to make you 
happy as a husband, let me perform that 
office as a friend/ He accordingly^ the 
very next day, presented her with a pocket- 
book, containing five thousand pounds, with 
the asignment of the next presentation to 
a very considerable living to her future hus- 
batid, and requested that he might give her 
away at the altar. The ceremony was per* 
foriTiGd yesterday, at which his Lordship 
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officiated, and it is that circumstance which 
has hitherto rendered the night sleepless ; 
but the soothing, delightful reflections, 
which such a noble act of generosity must 
produce in his bosom, will soon calm his 
mind, and after several hours of refreshing 
sleep, he will wake to comfort, as he lives 
to honour.'' 

^^This delightful narrative,** said the 
Count, ** makes me ample amends for 
many. of a very different complexion which 
have preceded it." 

*^ I will not, therefore," said the Demon, 
interrupt the pleasing impressions it makes 
upon your mind, but leave them to their 
fbll operation, till ' I have the pleasure of 
seeing you again]: nor shall it be delayed 
beyond the time of your necessary repose :' * 
To which, after he had been rapidly con- 
veyed to his hotel, the Devil upon Two 
Sticks unceremoniously consigned him. , 
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CHAP. XXVL 

The matter of which is inexhaustible. 

It was rather late the next day when As- 
modeus appeared to dissipate the Count's 
impatience. 

" Well/' said he, on entering the room, 
*^ while you are regaling yourself with your 
Haricot, I will give a slight sketch of my 
occupatiou>§ince we separated.*' * 

** Some charming mischief I have no 
doubt,'* said Don Cleofas ; *' but as you will 
contrive to give a very entertaining account 
of it, I shall listen to you with pleasure.** 

" You must, I presume, have heard me 
observe," said the Devil upon Two Sticks, 
*^ that the object of my ministry is not 
answered by decided enormity which alarms, 
terrifies, and disgusts. It may make bad 
people worse ; but it never makes good peo- 
ple bad, which is the great end of your hum- 
ble servant, and all his fraternity. I have 
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been endeavouring, and I trust with some 
success, to assimilate some degree of virtue^ 
to a pretty large mass of vice ; so as to give 
an unconscious countenance to the latter* 
The fact is, that a marriage some time since 
took place, accompanied with circumstances 
tvhich must be very disgusting indeed to all 
those who think character and virtue 
worth a serious cultivation. But, in the 
regulations of social intercourse, the world, 
and you will acknowledge, on very right 
principles, is disposed to make certain dis- 
tinctions. I mean that part of it which has 
a conscientious regard to moral duty ; and 
a constant attention to what forms the rec- 
titude of human conduct. They distin- 
giiish such as have declined with more or 
)ess rapidity from uniform to irregular life^ 
and yielding to the seductions of life, and 
the allurements of pleasure, become, to 
liberal minds and humane spirits, objects of 
a commiserating regard, than of actual 
detestation. It is long before those who 
are possessed of good minds, who have 



jtnavm them in their better days^ and li^ed 
in redprocai offiees of friendship with them, 
will be brought to turn their backs upon 
them while their errors^ however extra- 
vagant or injurious to themselves, stop 
short of what is generally considered as 
crime. Friendship will not fly from the 
means of doing them good, of bringing them 
back to the way which they had forsaken, of 
encouraging a disposition to retrieve their 
follies, or in irremediable distress, to afford 
them consolation. Humanity may show 
regard to old friends, in circumstances in 
which it would be disgraceful to form new 
ones. But all this answers little or no pur- 
f)Ose of mine. These lapses of individuals, 
though they may prove fatal to themselves, 
are very often the cause of superior virtue 
in others. 

"On the other hand, the world is disposed 
to keep aloof from those who set out, as it 
were, with a defiance of moral rectitude, 
wd who depend upon the being able to call 
^ocietty around them, by the jnfluence of 
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their rank^ the power of thdr fixtnoe;, the 
splendour which it qualifies them to dis- 
play^ and the pleasures it enables them to 
communicate. It is true, that a certain 
kin.d of society such persons may ^er com- 
mand. The profligate, the idle, and the 
needy, .will from difl^erent motives attend 
their summons : while those who have no 
natural claim, from birth or education, 
to associate with the higher orders; 
but having money, and aiming at that 
consequence which such people attach 
to titled acquaintance, will humbly solicit ad- 
mission into these courts of superior fashion, 
though not a single virtue is to be found in 
the train ; and where they are admitted only 
to make up a prowd. 

*' Here, then, is a favourite scene of my 
manoeuvres ; and to sprinkle these suspected 
societies with persons of character, who 
may act as decoys to tempt the more scru- 
pulous to join thep, is a contrivance of no 
small promise. The train of mischief 
is then laid> which will not fail^ la aoiD« 
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way or other, of blowing up the fortresses 
of virtue that conie within its reach. 

" To illustrate this object in all its parts, 
would answer no purpose of amusement to 
you ; and the general principle you will 
comprehend without any further investi- 
gation. Besides, I have an example which 
will do more in explaining the occupation, 
which has principally engaged me since 
we separated, than a long and laboured 
treatise on the subject. 

*' I have already alluded to a marriage, 
which has, in fact, suggested these prepa- 
ratory observations ; and I shall now pro* 
ceed to the history of it. You, my good 
friend, will, in the recital of it, feel a very 
thwarting attack upon your Spanish feelings 
from the recital : but I must recommend 
you to consider it as an excrescence of that 
liberty (you will, perhaps, think it a very 
corrupt one), which operates, more or 
less, even in Jthe^domestic transactions of 
this country; its very intrigues not ex- 
cepted." " I rather suspect," said the county 

>k2 
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that you mean to indulge one of your plea- 
sant sneers at me. Indeed^ if my suspicion 
does not make me too quicksighted, I see a 
determined smile of irony on your counte- 
nance. Atall events, I think you will not sus- 
pectmeofbeing very hard-heartedon theaub- 
jectofamorousindulgences.'*"Certainlynot,'' 
replied the Demon ; ^* but it will depend, I 
presume^ upon the nature of theiti. That 
which I am about to describe, for it comes 
certainly within your description, will not, I 
think, meet with a favourable consideration 
from you, with all your liberality and 
allowance for the errors of a passion, to 
which you have been no common votary. 
I was about to add, when you were pleased 
to interrupt me, that such an irregularity 
as that which I am about to relate, could 
not have happened at Madrid. That pride, 
which is the inherent quality of your no- 
bility, and arises from the nature of your 
government, would have prevented it; while 
the etiquette of the court, and the course of 
your manners would have altt>gether for- 
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bidden it. In short, the circumstance could 
not have happened out of this country ; at 
the same time it is but just to observe, that 
though there is no law to condemn it ; the 

4 

general good sense, and habits of decorum, 
which prevail here, will treat it with the 
most unreserved reprobation : — But to the 
story, which I shall condense into a very 
narrow compass : 

*' A person of rank, and splendid for- 
tune, after having been many years mar- 
ried to a very lovely woman, forms, as 
appearances seem to justify, an illicit con- 
niection with an engaging young widow of 
noble birth, takes her into his house, and, 
with the entire consent of his wife, lives 
with this inmate, as it was generally be- 
lieved, in all the familiarity of married life;, 
and this arrangement went on with the per- 
fect good humour of all parties. According to 
appearances, it was considered as a very bold 
measure by those even who were not very 
scrupulous as to their general conduct : but 
as the lady, most interested in the business. 
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never complained, none of her relations had 
a right to remonstrate. People, in talking 
of the supposed extraordinary coalition, 
used to lift up their eyes, and exercise a sig- 
nificant shrug of the shoulders ; but what 
had not been publicly proved, could not be 
treated with public disgust. Though it was 
a matter of current belief, founded on cir- 
cumstances which were universally thought 
to justify it, no one would venture to 
look with disdain on the .parties, or pe- 
remptorily to avoid them. Intimacy might 
be declined, but civil communications could 
not be refused ; and though the world did 
not indulge in a smile, it could not venture, 
at least openly, to frown on a curious 
connection, which, however strongly sus- 
pected, had not been publicly avowed or ex- 
posed. At length, however, the only per- 
son who could prevent the giving legality 
to this supposed illicit concern, was called 
to that state, where there is neither marriage 
nor giving in marriage :— and the altar, iu 
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due time, performed that office. Hymen 
settled the business ; and whatever had l^ea 
the nature or the character of their previous 
attachment, it now received the sanctions of 
the law and the church. But unfavourable 
impressions are not easily removed ; and 
the lady, who is the object of them, being 
fectly sensible of this circumsrance, and, 
having no taste for magnificent solitude, 
has determined to try if she could not bribe 
them into oblivion, by the seducing attrac- 
tions of elegant and splendid entertain- 
.ments : and though they might not fill her 
dressing room with friends, she was not 
without her expectations, that they would 
£11 her fine suite of apartments with com- 
pany. Her newly -acquired rank and title 
she thought would do something ; that a 
course of concerts and balls would do more; 
and that a masquerade at the close of the 
season would establish her importance.in 
the world of fashion. Scruples, however, are 
by no means rare on the subject, which it 
lias been, and will be, my endeavour to set 
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at rest ; and to render the matter perfectly 
intelligible to you^ I will repeat a conversa* 
lion which took place this morning ; when 
you will readily guess the part of this collo- 
quy, which was inspired by your humble ser- 
vant. 

'• One of the parties is a most respectable 
woman of high rank, who thinks it right 
to shew the world to her daughters ; and 
her daughters to the world ; at the same 
time, she has always acted with a dignified 
precaution respecting the track she should 
pursue for herself and for them. The other 
is a person of inferior rank, but in fashion- 
able life, who has the character, and she 
certainly deserves it, of being a very clever 
woman ; whose company is sought after in 
the tonish societies, and has no objection 
to pay with her wit and h^r agrementSy for 
those elegant and expensive pleasures, which 
her own fortune will not allow her to pur- 
chase for herself. The conversation took 
the following turn. 

** Mrs. B . ' So, Lady — — . has 
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issued cards for a concert and supper, which - 
I understand will be absolutely magnifi* 
cent. Do you know any thing of it ?' 

" D— ot . ^ Yes, I have received 

a card ; but it is a very great doubt with 
me whether I «hall go. There is a distant 
relationship between the families, and con- 
sequently ^^vve left our names with each 
other. Her porter\s book alone, I presume, 
has dictated the invitation, and I do not 
hesitate to say, that I feel a repugnance in 
accepting it. The entertainment will be of 
a kind that, in itself, any one would be 
pleased to partake of ; but I never go any 
where without my girls, and I know not 
bow I can take them there* I am very 
sensible that in the present state of the 
fashionable world, the morale severe cannot 
be adopted by those who mix in it ; but 
still the morale laxe must be avoided ; and 
if I were in your situation, without th§ 
care of those who are so near as children 
are, and so dear as they ever ought to be, I 

should not be afraid to indulge my§elf in 

k3 
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partaking of such an evening as Lady — — 
is preparing. But you must confess it was 
too badj notoriously so^ surely. No dis- 
guise was practisedi no Veil was attempted 
to be thrown over it/ . * 

** Mrs. B * I do not hesitate to 

acknowledge, that appearances were unfa- 
vourable ; but they are now done away ; 
and I cannot help thinking that your scru- 
ples^, under all the circumstances of the 
case, are too refined. Supposing that what- 
ever has been said of the lady in question 
should be correctly true, it is surely, in a 
great measure redeemed by her present situa- 
tion ; and why must I begof you to imagine 
that her future conduct may do the rest. 
Without pretending to justify her past 
mode of life, I cannot consent that it should 
contaminate every future part of it. If she 
behaves well under her present character, 
and there is no just reason to suppose she 
lilll do any thing to disgrace it ; .would it 
not be a violation of common justice, would 
it not b6 revolting against the dictates of 
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humanity, to act as if you thought her 
incapable of pos6e3sing such a disposition ? 
Nay, ill my opinion, it would be downright 
cruelty to treat her not as she is, but with 
a retrospective view to what she has been. 
You have, I doubt not, been in the same 
room with her, and in the houses of those 
whom you esteem and frequent; aye, and at a 
time when suspicion hung over her, and half 
the credulous world believed every thing 
that was suspected of her: and now, when 
these things are done away, and ought to 
be thought of no more, I cannot, for my 
life, see any well-founded reason that you 
should not see her in her own saloon. 
Besides, this kind of communication does 
not imply either friendship or intimacy. It 
conveys no connection but that of the most 
general association. In this great town, 
and particularly in our great world, if such 
an officer, as a censor of manners, were to be 
called into existence, and he were to employ 
a rigid exercise of his functions, many of 
our tonjish meetings, my good friend, where 
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I occasionally have the pleasure of meeting 
you, would wax very thin indeed. Do you 
not frequent the Opera and the Playhouse, 
and do not I always see those jewels of yours, 
I mean your lovely girls, always with yott 
at both those places ; and what are parties, 
concerts, balls, &c. at the private houses of 
people of fashion, but public places ; where 
you are entertained without paying for 
your admission ? Your daughters will not 
have their ears violated with immoral sounds 
by the music they hear on such occasions, 
any more than they will find poison in the 
orgeat they may sip. Besides, if her parties 
are attended by persons like yourself, it will 
afford them such a sanction, that she will 
not be obliged to have recourse to the fag 
end of fashion, or to monied people, who 
have no fashion at all, to the degradation 
of that rank, which it is assuredly your in- 
terest to support. And do let me suggest 
it to your great good sense, whether it would 
not be better, upon your own principles, 
that your dear girls should go to this bril- 
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Hant party, and add to the brilliancy of it, 
than be obliged to assign reasons, to all 
their acquaintance, why they stayed away ? 
After all, I do not think you do justice to 
yourself, or to them, in entertaining appre- 
hensions that there can be any unpleasant 
result from accepting Lady — •— 's invita- 
tion, I have no personal acquaintance with 
her ; but our estate lies in the same coun- 
ty where her lord's principal country seat is 
situated, and, on that account, I felt myself 
privileged to leave my name at her gate ; I 
have, of course, received a card for the 25th 
of this month, and if I had as many daugh- 
ters as Niobe, they should all go with me. 
Now say, my good friend, that I shall meet 
you there.' 

*^ D— of . ' Your arguments are 

very ingenious, and some of them, perhaps, 
not altogether without a plausibility of rea- 
son. But was it not something like an 
avowed system of profligacy ?* 

" Mrs. B . ' I think you employ 

too harsh a term. That word seems to 
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imply various and incorrigible wickedness. 
But allowing the connection to have been, 
aSj I must own, is rather generally believed^ 
it was confined to one arrangement, and, 
therefore, did not branch out tp variety in 
its indulgence; nor can it be considered as 
profligate, because it seized on the only 
opportunity that could occur to correct 
itself. Besides, strange as it may appear, 
it produced no domestic feuds, it caused no 
domestic infelicity, and it arose out of cir- 
cumstances which might have produced far 
worse consequences ; and though it cannot 
be denfed to have been a prominent irregur 
ferity, it may be said to have promoted good, 
by preventing a greater degree of probable 
evil. In short, I recur to a former part of 
my reasonings, if you will allow them to be 
such, that it is a duty in persons of her own ^ 
rank to encourage an oblivion of any con- 
duct that may have disgraced her. If her 
subsequent manners are good, and shewishes 
to call the higher part of the world to wit- 
ness them beneath her own roof, arid by dis- 
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playing the splendour of a great fortune, 
invites them to her society, I cannot disco- 
ver the wisdom or virtue of standing aloof 
from those hospitalities which areintended to 
smooth the way to the attainment of a most 
laudable object. She is not taken up from the 
lowest class of the people, or a state of habitual 
vice. She is a woman of birth, educated by 
a most tender, careful, and affectionate mo* 
ther, and might, at any time of her life, be 
considered as qualified to receive the rank 
which she now enjoys. The interval ought 
to be forgotten, and you, I am sure, will 
endeavour to forget it. I trust we shall 
meet at Philippi/ 

** D — of — ^. ^ I shall dine with my 
sister to-morrow, with a party of particular 
friends; where the matter will be talked 
over, and I shall be determined by what 
appears to be the general opinion.' 

** Mrs. B -^ * I now take my leave 

of you, with an anticipation of the pleasure 
I shall epjoy in meeting you on Thursday 
se'nnight, you know where.' 
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, ** Here," said Asmodeus, *^ the conversa- 
tion ended ; and what think you will result 
from it." — " Oh, my dear friend," replied 
the Count, ** I have no difficulty in an- 
swering you. — The lady, and her two fair 
daughters, will go." ** You are perfectly 
right,'* returned the Demon ; *' but as some 
little scruples will hang about her to the 
last, she will persuade all her doubting ac- 
quaintance to do the same. Thus the gala 
will have such a sprinkle of the first 
character and fashion in it, as to put an end 
to all hesitations whether serious or super* 
cilious, which the occasio»i has suggested ; 
and it will no longer be, who will consent 
to go, but who can get invited to go to the 
lady's entertainments.** 

'^ But you/' said Don Cleofas, " must 
communicate to me a gleam of your antici* 
pating genius, in order to discover the 
mighty mischief which is to be the conse- 
quence of this clever mancEUvre of your's. 
I am well aware that ycu are not disposed 
to throw away your time or your trouble ; 
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and it therefore remains for you to explain 
to me, how, in this particular employment 
of them, they are both to be rewarded." — 
** That,'' answered the infernal guide, ** will 
be discovered in the course of our rambles ; 
and now, if you please, we will proceed upon 
them. 

They now issued forth from the hotel, and 
had not proceeded many yards, before the 
Count was desired to notice an old gentle- 
man, who was with great difficulty lifted 
into his carriage, while a very beautiful 
young lady, who scarce appeared to be out 
of her teens, manifested extreme anxiety to 
the servants in their performance of that 
office.—" She is certainly very lovely," said 
the Count, *^and there isgood reason to think 
her equally amiable, by the tender care she 
discovers, as I presume, of her grandfather. 
I cannot, however, but wish, that her ten- 
derness was directed to some young man, 
who would repay it probably more to her 
satisfaction.'* 

*^ I should have been disappointed," 
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Asmodeus, ^' if some such ob^rvation had 
not escaped you ; and I will forgive your 
surprize when I inform you that the grave 
and reverend seignor is her husband/' 
" Sancta Maria !*' exclaimed the noble 
Spaniard, " what power can have be- 
witched them ; for in their sober senses 
they never could have been^ when they 
consented to an union." ** It is a singular, 
and not a very propitious circumstance, I 
am compelled to acknowledge^'' said the 
Demon. " There is, however, no witchery 
in the business ; but, on the contrary, a con- 
siderable portion of sense, benevolence, and 
afiection, in the whole of it. The mystery, 
however, remains to be explained. 

'^Yon must know, then, that the young 
lady is the grandaughter of a most respect- 
able gentleman, who was till his death, the 
most intimate and beloved friend of her 
caro sposa. She had received a superior edu- 
cation, and was of an age to be presented to 
general admiration, when by the unpardon- 
sible ^mprudence, and subsequent death of 
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her father by his own hand, she was ieft in 
3 most unexpected and dependent condition. 
In this situation^ sh^ applied to the old 
infeebled gentleman whom you have just 
seen^ for protection and counsel. He 
instantly gave her the former, by taking 
her into his house, nor did he long delay 
to give her the latter. She had not been 
many days with him^ when he sent for her 
into his library, and addressed her in the 
following manner. 

•' Vl not only love you; my dear Emily, 
for the sake of my old, dear, and ever- to-be- 
lamented friend, who was your grandfather, 
but for the excellent qualities you have dis« 
played, under the trying circumstances in 
which you are involved. As far as rt is in 
my power, I will prove your sincere and 
itflectionate friend. I am a rich man in point 
of actual possession ; but the instant this 
poor shattered frame of mine yields to the 
stroke of fate, every thing passes from me, 
and I much doubt whether what I shall 
leave behind me of disposeable property, 
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vriil be more than sufficient to pay the debts 
I may owe at this period. One only mode 
to do you real and permanent good, is 
at my command ;'^nd that shall be imme* 
diately executed, if you assent to the propo- 
sition which, on very mature consideration, 
I am about to make you. Though my 
estate is not in my power to bequeath, I 
have the privilege of settling fifteen h|yi- 
dred pounds a year out of it, upon any lady 
I may chuse to marry. — Now, doo't starts I 
beg you, when I propose to marry you, in 
order to enable me to make that provision 
for you. — My infirmities will soon remove 
from you the incui;nbrance which such an 
arrangement may bring along with it* I 
think, however, it will be wise in 3^u to 
agree to it ; and I shall feel a real comfort 
in having formed it. If yoa assent, the 
writings shall be speedily prepared, and I 

* 

will accompany you to the altar, to make 
you my wife, in order that you may act as - 
my daughter the rest of my life, and secure . 
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an ample independence for the remainder of 
your own/ 

She did not hesitate to receive this nobte 
and unexpected offer: — it is near a year since 
she has been that excellect old man's wife ; 
and every hour of that period she has roost 
cheerfully and affectionately devpted to 
promote the comforts of her friend, her 
pmserver, and her husband. 

" We now will turn inhere for a few mi- 
nutes," continued Asmodeus. *' It is the 
most fashionable auction in this metropolis, 
which abounds with places of this kind for 
the disposal of property of every denomi- 
nation. They will deserve a whole morn- 
ing's appropriate consideration, and, in 
due time, thev shall have it. At 
present we can only take the subject en 
passant. The present company I perceive 
are attracted by the sale of a very hand- 
some country house in the beautiful coun- 
ty of Berks. It has frequently changed 
its possessors, and received successive im- 
provements from every one of them. It is 
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in the neighbourhood of Windsor Castle, 
the most splendid Palace of the British 
Kings; and of Eton College^ the most 
distinguished seminary for the education of 
youth, which was founded by one of them. 
Its immediate situation is on the banks of 
the Thames. These circumstances will all 
be detailed by the orator, who has just 
mounted the rostrum, to persuade sonA or 
other of his audience to give a large price 
for it. I apply that character to him, — for 
eloquence of a certain kind seems to have 
become an essential quality of an Auc- 
tioneer. It is no longer confined in its 
parts to the pulpit, the senate, and the bar, — 
the Auction room must now be added to 
the long-adopted division of that superior 
qualification. But he is preparing to begin, 
and he shall speak in Spanish to your ears:— ^ 
So listen and understand him. 
" Gtentlemen, 

" I intreat the honour of your atten- 
tion to-" , in the neighbourhood of Wind- 
sor, and in the charming county of Berks. 



^^ I think myself very unfortunate that 
circumstances would not admit of my 
addressing you on the very spot which is 
now, I trust, after a very warm contest, 
about to become the property of one of 
the respectable and opulent company before 
me. Had we been assembled on the spot, 
I should have had little to say but to have 
recjuested you to loot around, and 

• 

judge for yourselves, and I should not have 
been compelled to have attempted the de- 
scription of a place, which would' baffle any 
descriptive powers, and certainly such feeble 
ones as mine, to give an adequate representa- 
tion of its comforts, its accommodations, and 
its beauties. The situation is such as 
to require the powers of the poet and the 
painter to do it adequate justice. I have 
frequently sold in this room pictures of Claude 
Lorraiii for two and three thousand pounds 
each. In the same place I have disposed of 
the works of Vandevelde individually from 
six to twelve hundred pounds : now, 
gentlemen, I do not hesitate to say, that every 
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-.iiig the head gave away, when the vast 
body of water deluged the country all 
around it, rendered a turnpike road for 
two days impassable, carried all its fiony 
inhabitants along with it, so that when the 
flood subsided, carp and tench were fouRd 
caught in the hedges, and all the aquatic 
feathered inhabitants of this vast pool were 
forced to content themselves with waddlin 
in its mud, instead of swimming on lU 
bosom ; till the gentleman found it con 
venientto expend two or three tltousand 
pounds for its substantial repair: wy^ 



"ter whichadorns this ^t, isporennial, 
^ the least haxard of diminution or 

\^ •> the owner of it. What can be 

"^ ' the situation it enJQys. The 

^ of the river oflfers an embow- 

'^ > Buckinghamshire, with the 

■^ ^ >2. d antique spires of Eton 

; *^ •* ^ iteresting and picturesque 

s; above the groves that 
1 the right is seen the 
..«^oui, on its majestic brow ; 
#nd behind are the woody hills that form 
the bouadary of its forest ; while the inter- 
val presents a scene of splendid cultivation. 
The house is a nest of accommodations of 
every kind, predominated by a suite of 
noble apartments. Its home accompaniments, 
arekitchen gardens of the first order, with all 
their apparatus, green house, hot-house, and 
forcing houses. There are also shrubberries, 
and extensive paddock, sprinkled with beau- 
tiful forest trees of large growth. Besides, 
to add to its comforts and consequence, it 
is near the church, handy to the market, 
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and, as it were^ in the bosom of a court. Nor 
ought it to pass by unmentioned, while the 
environs furnish every thing that isdeh'ght* 
ful io the way of rides and airing; that a ferry 
boat belonging to the house, will, in a few 
minutes, and with great safety, convey a 
coach and six/ or a pack of Fox hounds, and 
their attendants, into anothercounty. Even, 
after my imperfect account of this desirable 
place, I shall be su rely j usti fied in say i ng, that it 
would be an incomparable residence for the 
man of rank, the man of fortune, or 
dignified philosopher. In short, if we may 
be allowed to consider England as a nut, 
Berkshire is the kernel : and if I may. extend 
the image a little further, and consider 
Berkshire as a nut, I shall not hesitate to 
pronounce this place to be the kernel. I 
shall, therefore, I trust, be justified in put- 
ting it up at twenty thousand pounds.** 
' ** Heavens,'* exclaimed Don Cleofas, ** this 
place must be a perfect Paradise." •* That 
by no means follows/* answered Asmodeus : 
*' the Auctioneer has not uttered a single 
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falsehood, and yet, by his happy and enter- 
taining exaggeration, he has given to the 
place a general character which it by no 
means possesses; and it will not sell for 
half the money which he has named. No 
one is deceived by this gay and lively mis- 
representation : you will naturally say, then, 
cui bono all this speechifying. The fact is, 
it can do no harm ; and mankind are some- 
times, and, indeed, so very frequently influen- 
ced by such mere trifles, that it may do good ; 
and after all it gains time, and prolongs the 
period of the sale, which is oftentimes of 
great importance. But more of these places 
hercjafter ; at present wc will return to the 
street. This was no sooner done, than the 
Devil, upon Two Sticks desired the Count 
to observe a gentleman on th6 other side of 
the way, whose curiosity had been arrested 
by the window of a print shop. ** He is," 
said the Demon, " a very extraordinary 
variety of the English character. 

" He is a man of good fortune, conside- 

rableattainments^ general humanity, and the 
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220 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS « 

most amiable maimers. In shorty he pos- 
sessesall the constituent parts, as they are 
rationally considered, of human comfort ; 
and, neverthdesSy he has sufiered himself 
to be so over-ruled' by a disposition to 
melanchc^y, that his friends have sometimes 
apprehended his closing the scene of fan- 
cied trouble with his own hand. But, though 
he has been continually complaining of 
the tiresomeness and insipidity of life, and 
expressing an impatience to arrive at the 
end of it, his morbid depression never urged 
faim to such an act of despair. Within 
these last twelve months, however, his ennui 
has altogether left him ; and though he does 
not betray any vivacity, he acts as if he were 
no longer discontented with life. He 
assigns, as a reason for this change in his 
disposition, that, in consequence of the 
French revolution, the world is got into 
such a curious^ incomprehensible state, and 
Europe appears to be threatened with such 
extraol-dinary changes, that he now wishes 
to live in order to see in what strange order 
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or disorder of things, they will termi- 
nate." 

" Singular and whimsical as that gen- 
tleman's character appears to be/' observed 
the Count, " it interests me far lessthan the 
three young men who are coming along 
arm in arm, in a very unceremonious disre- 
gard of any thing they may see, or any body 
they may meet. By the high spirits which 
seems to animate their conversation, and 
the loud bursts of laughter which escape 
from them, they at least seem satisfied with 
life, and probably have every reason to be 
perfectly contented with it.** 

" Your notions, my noble friend," said 
Asmodeus, ''are always natural though some^ 
times erroneous: but their failure does n t 
arise from any defect in your sagacity ; but 
from the peculiar and unexpected circum-* 
stances attached to the subject of your 
observation. At present we have to da 
with a set of non-naturals which are the 
immediate growth of the present period, 
and the precise origin of them it is not ne* 
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cessary to trace. They do not claim any 
regular title, nor are they combined by any 
known association. Indeed, they rather 
appear in detached parties, which are without 
connection with each other; nor do they act 
upon the same principles, for principles they 
have none, but are under the same kind of in- 
fluence, such as it is. They possess an inters 
mediate rank in society, between persons of 
fashion, and city smarts. They are never 
seen in the high parties at the West end of 
the town, nor in the vulgar ones of the East. 
They live very much in sets at coffee-hou- 
ses, brothels, public places, and in the 
streets, and, such as can sport horses and car- 
liages, in the Park, and fashionable drives. 
They live in an extraordinary and useless 
kind of extravagance:-^ their prideadashing' 
figure, and their pleasure every kind of sen- 
sual gratification. They haye a sl^ng, a 
manner, and a vivacity, peculiar to them- 
selves ; treating every thing that is not con- 
temptible with a good-humoured kind of 
contempt ; and making many of the most 



IN EMGLAKIX ^-23 

contemptible things pleasant^ at leasts among 
themselves, by; the curious and pleasant 
way in which they patronize them. Many 
of them are in the army, and while on their 
military duty, betray^ no marks of that 
folly which distinguishes their leave of ab- 
sence in the streets and public places of the 
metropolis. Excellent officers and brave 
men are to be fouiyl among them ; but 
ruined constitutions, or ruined fortunes, or 
perhaps both, are the probable consequea • 
oes of their frolicsome^ unreflecting, and 
inconsiderate lives. I shall surprize you 
when I tell you, that the threeyoung men wh( ) 
attracted your notice, by* their extraordinary 
hiliarity, are in some measure indebted ioi 
it, to what they call a breakfast that they 
have just finished, the cost of which, by 
introducing every article that is most ex- 
pensive, and out of season, and wines of the 
highest price, would keep a provincial 
hidalgo of Spain, and all his family, in pomp 
and plenty for a week. Here are two more 
of theA), the expense of blacking whose 
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boots for a month would maintain a Spanish 
peasant with a wife and half a dozen chiU 
dren for a year. Thus they lounge, ^dt 
thpt is the ordinary term lor idling away 
the tedious hours between breakfast and 
dinner, in strolling up and down the 
feshionable streets ; looking at the dispkiy 
of shop windows, staring at the women, 
quiEzing the dress of the men, and, if a 
dull interval of a few minutes should 
threaten them, fill it up with a bet on the 
number of sn haekney coach, the quantity 
of oranges on a stall, the number of lamps 
in n given space; or any other whimsical 
circumstance from whence a difference may 
arise, and which a wager will settle^ with- 
out the trouble of an argument.*' 

" There is some humour in the busi- 
ness/' sun\ the Count, ** but, after all, the 
picture you have given, me, though rather 
in a grotesque character, is by no means to 
my taste." ** Well, then," interrupted the 
Demon, *' I will present you with another, 
and must therefore request your attention 



to a fine figare of a stately lady who is now 
pas»ng from a print-shop to hercoacbyand 
a man following her with a largest fraine^ 
which is to enclose a picture. He is now 
placing it in the carriage, and, as it drives 
off you cannot refrain from obsenring, that 
she bursts into a loud fit of laughter, in which 
her female companion appears most wil- 
lingly to join her, and the cause I 
shall proceed to exj^ain. It would be su« 
perfluoas in me to tell you, that, though 
past the bloom of youth, she is still a ytry: 
fine woman ; your, eyes, which are quick* 
sighted enough on such occasions, must 
have already settled your opinion^ whil^ 
the coronet on the coach determines her to 
be in the first rank of nobility. It now 
remains for me to itilform you, that with 
out any disposition to gallantry, or even 
(Ordinary coquettry, she has acquired an uur 
ucky aversion to the society of her lord. 
In short, there is a mutual indisposition be« 
tween them to any other communu^tioti' 
but that which good breeding demands^ 

L 3 
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and mere domestic assedation requires. 
Nevertheless, on 'a, rainy morning, when he 
is prettated*fromttakiiig^ his usual walk, or 
if he happens to know ^that she has agree- 
able visiton, he* will* occasionally intrude 
himself in her dressing room. As she does 
not think it altogether proper to desire him 
to wave his privilege, she has hit upon a 
contrivance that will effectually secure his 
absence. It will, I presume, strike you as 
not being very creditable to her fedings, 
but you must recollect the old proverb, of 
two eyils chuse the least 

*^ You must know, then> that within 
these few years they lost their only son, a 
fine boy, of al)out ten years, and the hope of 
the family.' This melancholy event was 
particularly afflicting to his father, and con- 
tinues to be a subject of bitter reflection 
to htm at this moment. Nay, his particu^ 
iar friends are extremely cautious in saying 
anything tha* may awaken the painful idea. 
The good lady has so far got the better of 
bet materoal sensibility, that she has de- 
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termined to hang the picture of the boy in 
her dressing room, and the frame you have 
seen has been made on purpose to inclose 
it. It iis^ you will allow, a very curious 
piece of policy, and will completely answer 
its design ; for the first time the noble lord 
pays a visit to his lady's apartment, he wilh 
on seeing the portrait of his dear^ lamented 
child, turn instantly away, iA an agony of 
grief, and never enter it again. What 
think you of this politician in petticoats/ '^ 
*' She certainly has two most admirable 
qualities to fit her for that character : — a 
total unfeelingness of heart, — and a readi- 
ness to employ any and every m^ns in her 
power to attain her ends/' 

*' But we will now/* said Asmodeu^, 
"quit this part of tl>e town, as I wish to 
l^ve you for a small space of time, where 
SQme entertainment may be provided for 
you during a short absence, which some par- 
ticular circumstances render absolutely ne- 
cessary/' 

He had no sooner made the communi- 
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cation, than, by tke usual mode of ra^d 
conveyancei the Count found himself in a 
large room, which appeared to be a pub* 
lie library ; — and having delivered a kind 
of interrogative opinion on the subject^ the 
Devil upon Two Sticks informed him, that 
it was a literary institution for the bene^t 
of the citizens of London, and it may sur« 
prize you, perhaps, not a Mttle, to be in- 
formed, that you are in the centre of that 
great commercial metropolis/ 

** I should/' answered Don Cleofes^ 
'* have suspected rather that you had eon* 
veyed me into the centre of an University, 
from the splendid apparatus of learning 
>yhich I see around me. Indeed, my gene- 
ral notion of commerce has ever been,Hhat, 
from its nature, objects, and character, it is 
totally disconnected with learning, and that 
there are no two places so entirely discor- 
dant to each other, as the College and the 
Counting-house. But this is5h extraordi- 
nary country, and it may so happen that 
pbjects, however disunited in other parts of 






the world, lAay be assodated in this. The> 
merchants of London may, perhaps, be 
qual^d to keep their accounts i» Latin^ 
and to make dot their bills of parcels in 
Ibf reek* * * 

Noj my dear £riend," said the Demon 
the mercantile eharaeter mxlergoes ixv 
variety here. It is precisely the- same as it 
has ever been, at aay time, and in every 
comitry. The desire of gain is the impelling 
power by which they move, and think, and 
live. Even this collection of literature is 
indebted for its origin, to that principle. 
Nor would >t have arisen to its present 
superb establishment, or indeed, to any 
establishment at all^ if the prdspeet of an 
handsome per centage had not been held 
out to tempt those who know the value ef 
money, and are very ignorant of the value 
of Books, to advance subscriptions. The 
annual payments of the temporary sub*- 
scribers pay the interest of the capital thus 
invested by the original proprietors; and 
there oan be little doubt but that the calcur 
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lations are very favourable .to. the. views of 
the latter. There are un^itntions of the 
safneki%d which had; been previqiisly fpxmr, 
ed at Ihe west eod of the. town^ wh6re 
gentlemen reside who have leisure^ and 
Hiimy hbve .taste; and sdiolarship ; and to 
whom such a pla^e.iif resort iwy be appro* 
priate to thet^' jEftiraiiitft, AirtnsQm^TSs, and 
character ; while they afford, to men of 
moderate inciomes. the ready use of. books 
which they cannot ajfFord to purchase. But 
to eMablish a place for the promotion of 
l^rning in the centre of a district, devoted 
to the acquisition of wealth, is as decided an 
incongruity, as the placing the statue 
of Min^va in^ the temple of Plutus^ or, 
to QrPploy a mpre appropriate simile, as the 
opening an Academy for teaching bqc^* 
keeping after the Itdian method, at White's^ 
or Brookes's, or any other of the clubs in 
St. James s street. The citizens have long 
since iustilied this opinion of their taste 
and capacity Yor learning, by'theif inatten- 
tion to the lectures of Gtesham G&\\^. 
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The :fotfn<ier, as he may be well called, of 
the 'Rdyal . Exchange, in compliment to 
Queen Elizabeth, who was « a . learned. 
Princess, and had honoured him with par-- 
ticular marks of distinction, established 
six professorships ; the persons appointed to, 
which, are^ according tp the regulation of 
their office, under an obligation to read 
lectures dailv in succession, at certain 
stated periods, on their respective sci* 
ences, in a room of the Royal Ex-. 
change. But though an audience only* 
of three persons is sufficient to call the 
professor to execute the duty of his chair; 
these appointnients areabsolute sinecures*-—* 
Nevertheless, vanity,atfectation, newspapers, 
magazines, reviews, pamphlets, and^ picture 
booths, make this library a place of tempo*; 
rary resort : — two persons, who have just 
entered, will give a very complete illustration* 
of its utility, and to them I shall leave you. « 
They. will amuse you for a short time, and: 
then, you may look into a Virgil or a 
Horace ; it will be doing a kindness to those. 
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^umes, as it will be the first time they 
have been opened by any one wlio ooiild read 
them, since they have been consigned to 
neglect and oblivion on these shelves/' 

At this moment the Demon took his 
leave ; and two persons, who had jnst enter- 
ed the rooni^ very soon attracted the Count's 
particular notice. 

The one was a squat, plump, ruddy, 
round-fitced, little man, who after taking 
a cursory view of the room, addressed his 
friend, who assumed a more consequential 
air, in the following manner. •* Well, this 
is a very fine place to be sure ! what a mor- 
tal sight of books here are surely ! but here 
is something to Be got, I suppose, or you 
would not have had advised me to subscribe 
totheplace, whoknow no more of such books 
than a jack- ass does of a beef-steak pye." 
*' I'll tell you, Dick," replied the other, 
** what you will understand, and be pleased 
at into the bargain ; you will get ten per 
cent, fqr your money/* The little squat, 
round- faced man received this welcome 
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piece of information, with a note of appro* 
bation, which was neither an halloo, nor 
a fit of laughter, but partook of both. He 
then drew nigh to a table, when he ven- 
tured to open a large volume which lay 
there, and then called to his friend to inform 
him what that book was, which he said was 
as big as a church bible. The latter 
appeared not to hear the question, and it 
was repeated several times^ before he could 
be induced to answer it. At last, he, very 
unwillingly, as it appeared, approached the^ 
table} when, in rather a low tone, and 
with some degree of hesitation, he said, 
" this book is the Musseeum Flaw-rent-i^ 
num.'* "And what does that mean ?' perse- 
vered the little squat man. ** That,'* replied 
the other, though not without^ considerable 
pause, ^^ that means this : Musseeum is the 
British Museum, and Flaw-rent^-num \9 
Great Russel- street, Koomsbury Square.'^ 
** Aye," says the little man, **'I was there 
once myself, and saw Oliver Cromwell'* 
watch; a very curious' thing that, I can tell 
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tiiough the discourse was clothed in a 
dassical language. 

" The lecturer/' said Asmodeus^ " is one 
of the useless professors whom I lately 
mentioned to you. It ia his office to 
instruct those who chose to attend him in 
the art of oratory. His lectures are 
alternately given in English and Latin^ and 
he 18 now delivering himself in the latter 
language : the trio^ to whom he addresses 
his learned discourse, oonmsts of a fkshion- 
able wig-inaker, and twoof his acquaintance^ 
who have been persuaded tp assist him in 
an act of resentmeiiti which must be per* 
fectly incomprehensible to you, till I have 
explained it. The fact is^ that this artisan 
has made a^ wig (or the professor, which, on 
account of the extortionate price demand^ 
for it, has beien returned upon his hands ; for 
this insult, the perruquier vowed vengeance; 
and has taken ttiis method to execute his 
purpose, by procuring two of his neigh- 
bours to assist him in forming the immber 
of auditors which compels the professor to 
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read for an hour on the branch of science 
to which he is appointed. This curious 
scheme will answer its purpose^ for the 
learned gentleman will this very eveninjr 
pay for his wig^ that he may be no more dis* 
kurbed by such a vulgar obligation to per- 
form his useless duty/ 

^^ I most gratefully acknowledge^ " said 
the Count, ** the studied variety which 
your power unfolds to me for my amiise- 
ment; but this specimen of city scholarship, 
though altogether consistent with thegenius. 
of trade, and an ample source of ridiaile, 
has proved the least entertaining of any 
among the different pictures of . life which 
you have been pleased to UnveiLto me. The 
other end of the town furnishes matter 
infinitely more attractive to my fancy. It 
may proceed from the prejudices of my 
education, but to me the virtues of men, 
whose whole life is passed in acquiring money, 
are less estimable, and their vices are more 
odious, than those which elevate or 
debase the character of men educated in 
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independence and who fill the more ornamen-* 
tal stations of life. I do not mean to argue 
against the general arrangement of society, 
or to philosophise on the classes that com- 
pose it : I speak merely of the world as a 
dramatic exhibition, and the preference I 
give to one scene over^ another. Teniers 
was a fine artist in his way, but who would 
not prefer a Venus by Titian to an whole 
cabinet of Dutch conversations by the 
Flemish painters/' 

*^ As you now appear/ said Asmodeus, 
*' to have brought your observations td a 
period, I shall beg leave to inform you, that 
we are now seated on the roof of an house 
in . one of the most splendid parts of the 
metropolis ; and I request your attention 
to a t£te-^-t^te in the house opposite to us, 
and the circumstances which appear to 
occupy them/' 

" If my eyes do not deceive me," said 
Don Cleofas, ** a gentleman appears to 
have paid a sum of money to a little man 
in black, whose looks and actions denote 



In bngland. ^3^ 

|he circumstance to be an act of kindness 
and generosity. We should have waited a 
long time, I believe, before we had seen 
such ' an exhibition in that part of the 
metropolis which we have just left/ 

** Notquite^ so fast, my friend," replied 
the Demon. ** That person is a very 
wealthy merchant, who has lately taken an 
house at this end of the town, where he 
assumes, as well as he can, the airs and 
figure of fashionable life. At his counting- 
house in the city he will split a farthing ; 
but here, he will pay a tradesman's bill 
without haggling about a single article/' 

. '* Look, however, into the next house, 
and you will see a real gentleman ; one who 
is possessed, in an high degree, of all the 
qualities which constitute that characten 
He is also gifted with very superior* talents, 
which he frequently employs in the public 
service of his country. He is a very dis- 
tinguished member of Parliament ; and is 
at this moment employed in forming mi- 
nutes for the subject of a speech which he 
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now meditates. They consist merely of 
loose tboaghts, but as they will give you 
his notion of what a real> genuine, Eng- 
lishman is^-— ra character which he exem- 
plifies in himself, I will repeat it to you : 

*^ In drawipg the character of a true 
Briton, let us premise that we shew him of 
no rank or class explusively ; for though 
our country, abhorring the dead level of 
equality, bbasts the ornament and the 
utility of various ranks, by their gradation, 
holding forth the ftlirest prize for emulation, 
the most lasting, and least sordid^ recom* 
pence of merit ; yet one character pervades 
the whole. It is not the inheritance of 
any class of individuals, but of the nation. 
It adorns the palace and the cottage, and 
prevails throughout all intervening ranks. 
Depre9!$ed in one part, it will rise to 
notice in another; nor can it be extinct, till 
all, which Heaven avert, shall be corrupted 
by foreign principles, or foreign manners. 
The true Briton is the child of virtue and 
of rea^n :— The one he loves by natumi 
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disposition; the other guides him in the 
practice of her dictates. From the strength 
of his reason, he is a zealous friend to order; 
by the virtuous ardour of his spirit, he is 
the idolater of liberty. Without the due 
restraint of law, he fears he might be vi- 
cious ; without the energy of freedom he 
feels he should be mean. He would nei- 
ther have his evil tendencies indulged, nor 
his virtuous impulses repressed. 5o strong 
his hatreil of vice, that he will bind him- 
self to punish it, even in himself; so proud 
his jealousy of unjust force, that he will 
perish rather than obey it, even in a trifle. 
A child may shame him when he is guilty ; 
the whole world cannot make him shrink 
when he is innocent. To admonition he 
is a reed ; to violence a rock. The virtues 
most congenial to his soul are courage, in- 
tegrity, generosity, and compassion. His 
character, however^ is neither irritable nor 
ambitious. He will bear even injuries, till 
well assured that they are so intended, and 
then he seeks for justice, not revenge, for 
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compensation, not retaliation. Secure in 
native dignity, and conscious of it^ he wastes 
no time in useless bustle to display bis 
consequence ; when the hour for action 
comes, he acts with vigour and effect; 
^hen that is over, he enjoys tranquillity as 
his reward, well-earned and welcome. The 
integrity of the true Briton is inflexible. In 
all his dealings, he is fair, open, and ingenu- 
ous. He neither suspects others of mean 
artifice, nor will he ever stoop to it himself. 
To this characteristic. he owes his great 
commercial credit, which even his unre- 
mitting industry would never have extended 
to its present magnitude, had it not been sup 
ported and sanctioned by his probity. For 
the same reason he is not a man of compli- 
ment If he means to render service he 
%ill do it without promising and without 
parade: if he means it not or thinks it 
canriot be performed, he will be silent 
Nor is he at any time a boaster ; for, 
knowing the deceptions of self-love, he 
fears^ lest they should lead him into false- 
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hood. When most he has deserved com- 
mendation, he can with patience bear to 
lose it ; even envy and unjust reproach he 
can despise ; the consciousness of having 
done his best supports him, but praise 
untiierited is shame and torture to him, 
'His generosity and compassion are insepa- 
rable. A tale of sorrow never fails to melt 
him, and pity flows from him in shower* 
of gold. Where gold cannot relieve, he 
tries such other means as seem more suited 
to the case ; but his first movement is to 
give. The humanity of conquerors who 
save their enemies is more congenial to his 
soul, than the desire of victory itself; and 
yet for victory no one has done m^re, or 
more successfully.' The efforts of an Elliot 
amazed the continental nations, but Curtis, 
saving the lives of the enemy, at the immi-^ 
nent hazard of hla own, was idolized in 
his native country. Without this trophy, 
the triumph would have lost its brightest or-^ 
naments to Britons. The religion of the true . 
Briton is rational and firm, equally re- 
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mote from the folly o/ superstition, and 
the impudence of infidelity. He was 
amongst the first to see and to reject the 
gross corruptions of the Christiau faith; 
he will be the last to countenance a worse 
corruption, on pretence of. farther reforma- 
tion. He will never leave religion for the 
emptiness of false and infidel philosophy. 
His strength of reason teaches him in 
what points human reason mqst be weak, 
and he will never boast his know- 
ledge, where he feels his ignorance. His 
intellectual qualities, like all the rest, are 
more for use than ostentation. Sagacitj 
and wisdom are allowed him by all sur- 
rounding ' nations ; nor can a name be 
menUoned, to which all sciences have 
higher obligations, than to that of the true 
Briton. Others may excel him in invention; 
in profundity and accuracy of research he 
is unrivalled. Yet is he not deficient in 
true genius. It is his pride that, in the line 
of poetry, his country stands the first of 
modern nations ; and not unfrequently has 
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rivalled the best models of antiquity. The 
tricks of false taste and ambitious ornament, 
in spite of temporary fashion, h^ holds ia 
contempt. The writing that obtains his 
praise, must satisfy the judgment, and affect 
the hearfe. By the same rule he forms his 
estimate of eloquence, and every other 
effort of the intellectual faculty. At the 
present day one striking feature, not to be 
omitted in the character of the true Briton, 
is veneration for the constitution of his 
country. He views it as the work of con- 
summate wisdom, tried and meliorated by 
experience. That there are imperfections 
in it he will admit; for it is the work, 
though among the best works, of man. 
He is attached but not bigotted to it ; and 
he well knows that its defects^ though they 
mfty be lessened by time and progressive 
wisdom, <:annot be removed till human 
nature is corrected. He is sensible of that 
knowledge, which is the result of experience, 
and in so important a point as the consti- 
tution of his country, he is least disposed 
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and heighten the moral effect of the scene, 
condensed it dramatically into on6 mind. 

" I must now beg your attention," said 
the Devil upon Two Sticks, " to a most 
extraordinary character, who is well worthy 
of' your regard. You may see hira in a 
room on the ground floor, arranging a 
large quantity of papprs which are spread 
on the table before him. He is an. attorney y 
and an honest man. He had no means of sup- 
port but his profession ; but succeeding, on 
the death of • his mother, to a small estate, 
he has determined to contract his wauls and 
wishes to the income of it^ and to quit bis 
business, because he found it impossible to 
pursue it with an happy mind and an 
undisturbed conscience. He feels the truth, 
that whoever practices, as an attorney, 
must either be hardened into an insensi- 
bility to what is strictly just, or be content, 
which, indeed, is much the same thing, 
with a consciousness of being a dishonest 
man. To prove the sincerity of these sen-, 
timents, he retires for ever from hi^ 
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pro^ssion, wilK one third of the income 
which he had already derived from it, and 
all the prospect of what is called, making 
a good fortune. He is now employed in 
arranging the j)apers of his clients, in. 
order to dismiss them to their, respective 
owners." ** You have added, very much 
added indeed,'* the Count exclaimed, *' to 
the many obligations I am under to you, by 
offering to my view the figure of . a 
man who is such an honour to human 
nature/' 

** Ih the very next house," said Asmor 
modeus, " you will perceive a middle-aged 
man, dressed in black, who, with all his 
pretensions, never has yet merited, nor 
will he ever deserve that character. Honest 
he certainly is, in the general acceptation 
of the word, for he never runs in debt. 
Charitable he is, for he subscribes to all 
public charities : and who can doubt his 
piety, when he never fails to attend the 
stated periods of public worship. You* 
must observe that his table. has. fiOine vcjy 

• : M.3 
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splendid volumes reposing, on it. I use 
that expression .because .there they lie with- 
out ever being opened* They consist of 
very fine editions of the Old ai}d New 
Testament, and the liturgy of the church 
of England* Under tbesei appearances^ with 
mild manners, a grave demeanor;, and 
religious d^rtment, ha contrives to hide 
a selfish, mean, avaricious disposition, and a 
most unfeeling heart. The object of his 
ambition is to' be considered as a chara^r 
of superior integrity and pre-eminent vir- 
tue, and, such. is the good** humoured cre- 
dulity and^ gullibility i of- mupkind, be^ l^as 
very generally attained that charac^er^ fiut 
' the silent wish tO; neliev^^ the, ^ejtcbed 
' never rises in his hearty ^ye ,tefir .of .sympa- 
thy < never moistens hi?^ ^ek, ^d. the 
genuine^ language lof ^Q»^\^ligxi .npret 
escapes his lips. . But it is not generally 
known^ how smaEa pieceof ^lig^n will serve 
t SIS a'€loafc*fijr the.hypofiritpv; ^ ; - t,^. , .. 
** I perceive,'* said the Count, *^ two 
gentlemen walking together in very earnest 
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c6nveraation, who appear to be the coun- 
terparts of each other. I do not remember 
to have at any time seen twq persons^ , who 
bore so strong a resemblance to each other. 
They certainly must be brothers^ and I. 
should presume that they are twins." ^' They 
are neither one nor the other/^ answered 
the Demon. '* For the similitude of their 
exterior Appearance they are indebted to 
their tailors and the fashion of the day, 
which they both have adopted ; and as for 
the likeness of their figures, it is an acci-r 
dental obligation they are under to nature/* 
^^ Tet it 7$ impossible that two people can ; 
hemoredisdimUarin their realcharacters than 
they are. The one is a young man. of: 

' excellent understandings and the other is 
not many degrees above a fool ; and I need : 
not tell you that there is as io^uch difTerence 
between an^ ignorant and an instructed ; 

' man, as a naked /skeleton, and the human. 

^ figure epjoying all the functions of life 
and health.'' 
•^ There is a very interesting tfete-^-tSte,*'' 
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observed Don Cleofas, ** in that room with 
blue hangings. If there should be any 
extraordinary circunistance connected with 
the party, it remains for your worship to 
unfold it; but, without any particular 
explanation^ I should suppose it to be a plea* 
sant little chit-chat between an old gentle- 
man and his grand-daughter." ** Their 
respective ages/' replied Asmodeus, 
*^ might lead you to make such a conjecture; 
but there is no tie whatever of consan- 
guinity between them. He is a very rich 
man of near seventy years of age, and she 
is the governess of his grandchildren. He 
has waited upon her within this last half 
hour to consult her upon a subject of some 
importance, and he introduced the subject 
in the following manner. 

*' A young lady of your age, and pos- 
sessed of your accomplishments, but with- 
out fortune, and rather in a dependent 
situation, has received proposals of marriage 
from a gentleman considerably advanced 
• in life. Some people may consider the step 
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on his part as a very great folly ; but he 
happens to be of a different opinion, and 
is convinced, on the contrary, that the very ^ 
few years which remain of his life will 
receive great additional comfort from such a 
corinection. To induce her to make the 
sacrifice, and she may probably think it 
such, he is prepared to indulge her in ever^ 
comfort and enjoyment, which, during his 
life, she can receive from him, and will leave 
her, at his death, in such a situation as to 
enjoy every satisfaction' which she cati 
derive from herself. Now,' continued he, 
* this young lady has asked my advice hotv 
she should act on the occasion, whether 
she .should accept, or refuse, the proposal. 
At my time of life I do not think myself a 
proper judge m a business of this nature : 
but, as you possess a superiof understand- 
ing, and aire oi an age to have all the 
feelings natural to the situation of my youflg 
female friend, lam come expressly to request 
your opinion as to the c6unsel which I ' 
ought to give her/ 
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** The reply was ; — ' In my opinion^ it 
will depend upon the temper and character 
of the gentleman ; if he isa man of worth, 
and possessed of a benevolent disposition, 
J should think that she would not consult 
her interest, if she did not accept his pro- 
posal, nor her honour if she did not make 
it the study of her life to promote his 
happiness/ To which it was answered, 
* ail I can. say for him is" this, that he is of; 
my age ;, and, in temper and manner, just 
such another as myself/ * Then,! said, 
she, — * as you have done me the ho-r 
nour to request my opinion, I shall reply. 

without reserve;, that if it were to be given, 

• ... 

to my^. sister I should.advise herto accept'; 
the proposal.' * That,' he answered, 'isin • 
exact conformity to my own wishes ; and L 
will now explain, myself. My wish to, 
know .your sentiments has arisen from a\ 
difierent.mptive than you, I think, suspect 
The fact is, that I^ am the individual old: 
gentleman who wants a wife, and your'ara 
the young lady to whom my 'wishes^ are 
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directed : — and now, liaving answered for 
another, do me the favour to answer for 
yourself.' Ttiat answer she has just given, 
and the iRarriage will sltortly take place-. She 
will make an excellent wife for about three 
years, when she will be left a wealthy 
widow," 

" The old gentleman,'" said the Cbont, 
has made his attack with 'all the skill of & 
very experientsd general ; and the j'oong 
lady, though she hbd no reason to appre- 
hend a storm, has made a very prudent, as 
well as graceful, siirrendet-." 

"But a new scene presents Itself- to 
- me. Arhong the many pict!tres which- you 
have displayed of those passions, b)b which 
the human heart is tortured or delighted, 
I have not seen them engaged with the 
accompaniments of exterior violence. This ts 
"tiiefirstlime'iTthiftk.'-^t ^oa hSve int 
"' ducedtheto'a fegularexhibitionofpeSW) 
contest, or' I should rdther'say ©f perso 
' clisci})iinej— Tor the urrfbrtmiate' manj 
whom the strokes of an horse-whip are 
vmartly and unceremoniously imposed, 
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ceives them without resistance, and seems 
to bliry all active resentment in endeavour*- 
ing to escape from thpm ; which he has 
this moment effected through the street- 
door/' 

" Oh," said the Demon laughing, " that 
fellow well deserves th« chastisement which 
he has received. He is the manager, or 
editor, of a newspaper, and contrives to i 
mal^e no inconsiderable advantage by levy^ 
ing contributions on those, whose peculiar 
situations, or tender nerves, quicken their 
alarm at appearing in a paragraph. He has 
just been exercising this respectable branch 
of his avocation, for which he has received 
the deserts he so justly nierited. He had 
,hear4 as it appears, of some dome^ic oc- 

, currence which he conjectured tifkt gen- 

• tleman, in whose family it happened, and 

in whose house the fracas has taken place, 

^ might wish to keep from the knowledge of 
the public^ and he accordingly waited upon 

, him to, hint, that the silence of his paper 

j.jnighjtbe secured .op the occasion,, for a: 



V 
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certain pecuniary consideration. Th6 gen- 
tleman, after declaring the readiness with 
which he should acknowledge the liberality 
of the communication, immediately applied 
the consideration, not, as the fellow expect-- 
ed, to his hand, bu^ as you have seen, 
most resolutely, to his back." ^' The law- 
yers, however," said Don Cleofas, " will, 
without doubt, settle the difference." " By 
no meaps,*' replied Asmodeus; **itwa8 
passed off without any open resentment • 
Your lordship and myself are the only wit- ' 
nesses of the transaction, and we shall not, ' 
I believe, be called upon for our testi- ' 
mony. Besides, it is the interest of this 
newspaper scribe to be silent, and he will 
quietly pocket the beating instead of the 
twenty pounds, which, from the general/' 
success of his highwayman-like impudence, * 
on many similar occasions, he had added 
in his own mind to the gains, or what 
might with more propriety bia called, the -. 
robberies of the day/' — *' But does not ' 
certain disgrace await men of this profes* 
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sion ;" Remanded the Count, ^ " and are 
they .not avoided a^ pests of society ?'* 
*' Such a one as the man whom you have 
seen so deservedly chastised,** answered the 
Demon, ** is despised by all, though as I 
have already observed, the contempt will 
not be openly shewn by those who have not 
th^ nerves to resist the power of his print- 
ing press,, or who have no real cause to 
dread the. exposure of it» But you must 
not suppose that every man in his situation 
is gpvierned by similar principles, or adopts 
a similar practice. There are among them 
men of honour, as well as of ability ; and 
who would, shudder at that conduct which 
you have seen so properly treated, and who 
would equally disdain to propagate calumny 
with their pens, as with their lips. 

^' Allow me to ask you,*' said the Devil 
upon Two Sticks, *^ if you see any thing 
particular in the company, which are at the 
dessert in thelargeroom immediately beneath 
us ?" *' I observe/' answered Don Clofas 
*^ what appears to me, from the elegance of 
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the apartment and the general figure of the 
persons assembled there, to be a dibing 
party in high life ; and the only circumstance 
that strikes me is the silence that appears 
^ to prevail among them. They seem, 
indeed, not only to be dumb, but motion- 
less. The beautiful woman, who sits at the 
head of the table, is the only one who appears 
to give any sign of life, and she, I perceive,- is 
employing a knife in dividing some sort of 
fruit. I h^ve, indeed, always fcmderstood 
that these intervals of silence are very com- 
mon in English companies. Nay I have 
read in some author that a dozeti of the 
|f good people of this country will sometimes 
sit together for an hour without saying a 
word.'* 

*' This is rather an exaggerated descrip- 
tion ;" replied Asmodeus, " especially when 
ladies are of the party : but your observation 
on the company in your view is perfectly 
correct : it is a very remarkable scene of 
silence, and t called your attention, in order 
to unfold the very singular cause of it ; 
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which is neither more nor less, than one 
of the best, as well as the severest, bons 
mots, or r^tb^r trio of them, that ever 
was uttered. 

" You must have distinguished," con- 
tinued the Demon, " a gentleman dressed 
in black, with a very large wig, who is 
smoaking a pipe ; which, indeed, is not a 
coiumon occurrence in elegant societies, 
but it is an inveterate habit of that person, in 
which he is always indulged by his friends. 
He is a Doctor in Divinity, a manof geniua, 
learning, talents, and of an uncoilquerable 
mind. It has been thought by many that, 
as he is a preacher of the Gospel, and 
a yery eloquent one, he has given his atten- 
tion too much to politics, in which he 
supported, by his conduct and opinions, the 
party that supported the more early pro- 
ceedings of the French Revolution. The 
gentleman immediately opposite to him is 
possessed, also, of great talents. He is a 
Scotchman, a barrister at lawy and very 
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TDUch attached to the patty of the Reverend 
IDoctdr, which he has shice deserted 
for court favour and emoluments. Fn the 
course of conversation the subject of a late 
^ecutiori was stated, in which an Irish 
Roman Catholic Clergyman had suffer- 
ed for High Treason. The Barrister 
having observed that there pould not be a 
baser wretch than this criminal, the 
Reverend Doctor replied, * that I deny ; 
for he was an Irishman^ and he might have 
been a Scotchman ; he was a priest^ and he 
might have been a lawyer ; he was a traitor^ 
and he might have been anapostateJ This 
short, energetic speech, has produced the 
general silence which you have observed, 
but that will be the only consequence. The 
Barrister, however, who is the object of it, 
is not obliged to apply it to himself, and his 
discretion will prevent him from doing so. 
The lady is endeavouring to sweeten the 
bitter pill by recommending the' pin^^ apple, 
which she has just carved : by her resistless 
interposition the conversation will soon be 
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renewed and the party will separate with- 
out any interruption of their general good- 
humour : though every ope of them, except 
the divine and the lawyer, will repeat the 
brilliant sarcasm to all they meet for 
' a week to come* Nor will it die with the 
common pleasantry and witticisms ^which 
enliven society. It is too good to be for- 
gotten, and will become permanent iathose 
collections of remarkable sayings, which 
form a part of the minor ^literature of every 
period." 

*' There is a singular business going on 
in the adjoining house which I cannot com- 
prehend. The servants are engaged in 
opening the windows of a very fine room, 
where I see several lights yet burning, not 
as if they had illuminated a scene of plea- 
sure, but of study, as I perceive some very 
large volumes spread and open on the table. 
Some deep philosopher, whose researches, I 
presume, are disturbed by the glare of the 
sun, not only borrows the appearance, but 
fancies he, at the same time, enjoys the 
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tranquillity of night, for the more solemn 
and undisturbed pursuit of them.** 

** To explain the riddle to you," replied 
the Demon, " I must desire you to transfer 
your attention to a room on the gtt)und 
floor of the same house ; where vod will 
see two gentlemen discoursing together, 
one of whom is clad in deep mourning. 
A few weeks since he lost his lady, a most 
amiable and lovely woman, and that melan- 
choly event made such an impression upon 
his mind, that he ordered an apartment to 
be closed against all possible appearaftce of 
day-light, — his doors to be shut,,against all 
visitors, and gave himself ijp to a systema- - 
tic indulgence of his grief. For several 
weeks he has remained in this solitary state 
of dejection, till a clergyman, who is one 
of his most intimate friends, and whom you 
now see with him, alarmed at the possible- 
consequences of any further indulgence of 
such a gloomy, dismal humour, has, withia 
this half hour, forcibly broke in upfan his 
retirement ; and, without attempting any 
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remonstrance or argument, on the folly and 
unreasonableness of such an unmanly in- 
dulgence put this brief, emphatic, question 
to him. * I am only come, my friend, 
merely to enquire, and to beg you will an- 
swer it to your own understanding, how 
long it will be before you forgive God Al- 
mighty for the offence, it seems, you think 
he has committed against you?' 

** This calm interrogation has had an 
instantaneous effect on the mind of the per- 
son to whom it was addressed. He rose 
from his chair, took his friend by the arm, 
and led him into the room where you now 
see him. He has insisted on his remaining 

• • • 

with him the rest of the day ; and to-mor- 
row hewill resume hisusual communications 
with the world. 

" And now,'* continued the Devil upon 
Two Sticks, " if your life were to be eA- 
tended beyond the period which inortal 
man has ever been known to reach, and you 
were to employ a daily portion, nay the 
whole of it, in guessing at the object of 
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^t gentleman^s labours, whom you see 
writiqg m an house to the left of us, your 
conjectures would not even approach^ much 
less hit upon, the reality of the strange and 
improbable task. He is actually employ- 
ing no common care, attention, and fancy, 
in composing and arranging a lie ; which 
he commits to paper, in order that he may 
be able to deliver it with accuracy's occa- 
sion may require/' 

'^ Is it possible" exclaimed the noble 
Spaniard, " that a man of his appearance 
and situation can be actuated by such a base, 
malignant, and obnoxious spirit, as to sit 
down with premeditating calmness to com- 
pose a falsehood, by which an injury is 
to be produced, a reputation to be 
wounded, or a misery to be inflicted! 
With your leave we will proceed to some 
c^her olyect: I have no desire to be inform- 
ed of the progress or effects of a practice, 
which degrades a man to the lowest state of 
human depravity/' •* In short,*^ interrupt- 
ed Asmodeus^ *^ you think he is fit only to 

VOL. VX. N 
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be associated with devits. What may be 
his final ^lotment it is not in my sphere 
to determine ; but if you had not so hastily 
interposed your exclamation, I should have 
proceeded, as I am now about to do, in ex- 
culpating his character from any justifiable 
charge of malignity and mischief. This 
habit is not calculated, indeed, to raise a 
man very high in public estimation, but 
blended with amiable manners, it some- 
times serves to enliven society, and is con- 
sidered in this instance rather as a laughable 
peculiarity than as a vicious indulgence. 
He offends no ear, he hurts no feeling, he 
injures no character, by his spirit of 
rhodomontade, which he has reduced to a 
kind of system ; and wherein he displays 
no common power of invention. It is a 
principal amusement of his to compose 
these fabulous narratives, and keep them 
ready cut and dried for any particular occa- 
sion that tempts him to relate them. 

" As your noble lordship may be curious 
to have a specimen, not of his powers of 
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deception, for he deceives nobody, but of 
his singular fancy, I will repeat oneof them, 
which he let fly yesterday with uncommon 
success, to the very great amusement of 
the large and fanciful company whom it 
amused and astonished. The subject of 
conversation turned upon the very extraor- 
dinary heat of certain days during the last 
summer, when he took the lead in the fol- 
lowing manner.'* 

, *^ ' You t^lk of heat? You have none 
of you any more idea of heat than a sala- 
mander, has of pold. If you had experienced 
the heat that I have done, you might ven- 
ture to jtalk on the subject, but not till 
then/ 

'* ' I suppose, then, you have been in the 
West Indies?' 

'^ * In the West Indies, indeed ; the 
hottest day in Jamaica is a perfect chill, 
compared to the heat which 1 have suf- 
fered.' 

*' ' That climate, however, is a pretty 

M 2 
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warm one too ; but I presame you have 
been at Calcutta V 

*^ * The Bengal atmosphere^ I assure 
you, will scarcely induce me to kssm my 
comparison/ 

'^ ^ Oh, then, you must have made a voy- 
age to the Spice Islands, and passed a sum- 
mer at Banda/ 

^^ < You are now, indeed, something 
nearer the mark; but not yet within 
fifty degrees of it. In short, lest you 
should think that I have paid a visit to 
Beelzebub, and got safe back again, I must 
inform you« diat the place to which I allude, 
is a certain part of Cochin China, where, 
though the climate is not in' itself so in- 
tensely hot, it is subject to occasional blasts 
of heat, which instantly consume^every thing 
they touch. If one of them passes over 
a person, the human figure, &c. instanta- 
neously becomes a small heap of hot ashes 
on the spot where it was struck/ 

•* ' I must have misunderstood you, my 
dear Sir^ when you appeared to me to state 
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your own knowledge of this extraordinary 
circunwtance. You speak of it, I presume, 
as a matter of hear-say, or as baying read it 
in the^history of a southern Bishop Pantop* 
pidan* 

•* • By no means ; I saw the thing my- 
self, hisce occults. The thing happened 
before my eyes ; and though not perhaps a 
daily, is by no means an unfrequent, occur- 
rence : during the six weeks I remained in 
that country) I /heard of about twenty of 
these extraordinary accidents. That which I 
witnessed, I shall relate^ ^actly as it bap» 
pened. 

^^^I had dined one day wiikh a mandarin of 
my "acquaintance, fix>m whom I had received 
Skgeneral invitation; when, as we were drink*- 
itig sherbet after dinner) his wife, a very beau* 
tiful woman, who was sitting on a sofa, 
was^ struck by one of these consuming va- 
pours, which passed rapidly over her like a 
thin line of fire, when she vanished in an 
instant ; a cloud of light dust immediately 
overspread the room-, and nothing, remained 
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on the sofa, where the lady had been sit- 
ting, but a small heap of ashes, into which 
she had been thus iustantly and wonder- 
fully calcined/ 

'^ * But what did her poor husband say 
to such a melancholy and awful priva- 
tion.* 

** * Oh, his conduct was the only cool 
thing in the place ; for he instantly struck 
a gong, and, when the servant came, with- 
out taking the pipe from his mouth, he 
told him to go and fetch clean glasses, to 
bring a broom and— sweep away his mis^ 
tress.' " 

" WelV said the Count, '' this is more 
than the utmost flight of my fancy could 
have reached 2 And my expectation may 
be said to have been disappointed by the 
circumstance, which has transcended its 
powers. This extraordinary and whimsi- 
cal propensity has made such an impression 
on my mind that I shall continue to re- 
member it when better things are forgot- 
en. The ingenuity of the gentleman may 
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indeed be admired, and by some, perhaps^ 
be encouraged J but there is not a libera 
tine of his acquaintance, to whose mirth it 
may pcca«onally contribute, who will not 
acknowledge that it might be more usefully 
and . honourably employed. ^ At the same 
time, as they are the most singular disposi*^ 
tions afnd faculties, which have ever offered 
themselves to my observation; and as I 
most probably shall . never see- or hear of 
another professor in his art, it would very 
greatly gratify imy curiosity to be made 
acquainted with the fabulous production^i 
which,. I presume, he has. just compl^ted^ 
as I now see him consigning it to the se«> 
cWcy of his port-folio/' 

. **Jt was not my intention, I assure you/' 
said Asmodeus, ^^. to let it pass by without 
offering it as a companion to the specimen, 
which has already so naturally quickened 
your inquisitive spirit on the subject : and 
you will find it equally valid in contrivance, 
invention, and defiance of all conjeoturej 
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respecting its conclueion, as that which has 
already been related to yovt. 

'* I most premise^ then, that the 
gentleman ia a consummate sportsman^ and, 
consequently, very curious in the breed of 
those animals whi^h are the essentijd 
appendage^ of that character. Among the 
test, be possessed a pointer, whkh was not 
only the boast of his kennel, but the admi- 
ration and envy of all the sportsmen, who 
had witnessed his superior qualities in the 
field. Th» inestimable dog has laftely 
yielded to the common fatd of ail animal 
Hatui^e ; and as he well knowv that smme 
enquiry would be liiadeby ks ammteurs dk im 
chasse, he has just prepared ond of hi^ 
Astonishing narratives^ a» an answer to it^ 
Whenever sueh an opportunity offem m itiaf 
induce him to uilfoid hirmelf. 

<^ The story wUt state that it is truft^ lie 
has to^t poor Carb, who was * Mrtainly 
the moi^t Valuable creature that had ever 
been seen of his species: but he willadd^ 
^ I have not only sustained no loss by his 
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death) but> on the contrary, lihve been sudi 
a gaiuer by it, that dogs will be altogether 
useless to me iu sporting as long as I live* 
As I had an nncoromon r^ard for the 
animal^ I ordered him to be flead, and as 
much of his skin as was necessary to be 
n^de into a pair of gloves, which I specific 
eally ^ipropriated to be worn vAnen I went 
a ftiiootingi in memory of my most exceU 
leat canine friend. But what coaM equal 
if^ surprize, when I found that these gloves 
aotuaUy possessed the qualities of the am* 
mal) whom they had once served to cover,, 
and whenever I came within a certain disr 
tance of the game, one or other of my 
unemployed fingers was gradually, but 
irresistibly, directed by the stricture of the 
dog-skin which covered it, to the spot where 
the birds lay, and as true to the scent as the 
nose of Carlo himself would have been were 
he living. I have repeatedly tried the 
experiment, and it has never yet failed ; 
and I mean, of course, to dispose of my 

wJhole kennel of pointers^ setters, &c. At 

N 3 
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the moment that the finger springs into 
action^ I feel something like a very slight 
electrical shocks and that is all. I am not 
philosopher enough to account for such a 
phenomenon^ 1 can only assert the truth 
of it.** 

'' Well but," demanded the Count, 
after several successive fits of laughter, 
which lasted several minutes, ''.does he hot 
sometimes meet with certain unbelieving 
spirits^ who treat these rhodomontades with 
an offensive incredulity." **'No, never: 
He takes care, of course, not to indulge 
his humour but among intimate friends, or 
those whose characteristic urbanity will not 
suffer them to let loose any unpleasant opi- 
nions, though they may, perhaps, entertain 
them. Besides, he accompanies his little 
wonderful narratives with such perfect ease 
and good-humour, that it serves at once to 
check any coarse observations, if a cynical 
hearer should perchance be disposed to 
make them. If, however, any pleasant, 
smiling incredulity should be expressed, he 
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At once acknowledges the propriety pf it ; 
declares that he should not have given pre- 
dit to it himself if any other person had 
related it: that it requires no small degree of 
courage to mention such anomalous occur- 
rences^ but that other people^ he doubts not, 
see and experience asextraordinary things as 
he has related^ only they feel an alarm 
lest ibeir yeracity should be impeached, 
be adds, were they to mention them. Per- 
haps it might have been prudent id me to 
have done the same, but I shall not now 
refrain from the practice of reporting to 
my intimate friends any extraordinary 
occurrence ; trusting as I do to their good 
opinipn of me, and the authority of the 
>vell known maxim. Que le vrai nest pas 
toujours vraisemblable.^* 

^\1 cannot but. most particularly thank 
you/' $aid the Count, " for this very unex- 
pected treat ; for such ap unique entertain- 
ment" 

. " Nevertheless/' said the Demon, ** the 
person, whom you see traversing his room 
with the appearance of such profound 
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thought in the next house, is influenced 
by a fancy as ridiculous^ though infinitely 
more common, as that which influences 
his neighbour. He is not, incjped, a coiner 
of falsehoods, but a fabricator of impossi- 
bililies. He is a man of literature, taste, 
and virtue ; and manages a moderate fortune 
with all due prudeftce and discreti6n. He 
has, however, the faculty of rating himselif 
into greatness, wealth, and dignity, when 
hechuses to call the genii of hi^ imagrnation 
to his aid. Thus he rises into wealth and. 
power, calls art and nature into his service ; 
wafts himself into every part of the vVorld; 
assumes any station, and succeeds in all 
the schemes which his fancy suggests. In 
short he is one of those architects, who 
build castles in the air, and he really wastes 
no small portion of an unoccupied life in 
this barren, useless, but seducing, occupation. 
He is now in possession of a Splendid 
bouse, built according to his own tirstet 
and surround^ed with a vast park, laid out 
lifter, his own design. He has thought 
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proper to enliven it with a ^)aciou8 lake, 

\¥hich is reptentshed by a waterfall of great 

beauty^ that tumbleBdown a rock, protruding 

from an h'^U^ covered with every species of 

forest trees* But what is an Eden without 

an £ve ; so he immediately married a lady 

of great beauty^ eminent qaaKfications, and 

nobleconnection^; and he i^ at this oioment 

pbmnii^ a fi^te to be given to all his country 

neighbours on the occasion. He has just 

determined) as his own service of plate is not 

stj^ctent hr his entertainment^ to send to 

town and hire as large a quantity as circum^ 

stances may require. At this moment he 

is arranging the dinner with the utmost 

splendour^ and most costly abundance ; but 

}a9t as he is ^itUttg down to entertain foor 

hundred pemmt with eight- hundneddishesi 

his servant will at onoe destroy his goldM 

tr&noe^ by calling him to dine alone, on a 

pak of small soals^ atid the remains of a 

teg 6( mittton, which was dressedyeterddy .*' 

<^ I understand/' ^id Don Cleofas, ^' too 

idach ^ this kkid df oociipation myself^ ta 
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bt severe upon it : and ^fter all^ it is nQ 
mean privilege which man possesses, whereby 
he is at times enabled to seek a refuge from 
real cares in imaginary pleasure/*' 

" We are," observed the Devil upon Two 
Sticks, ^^ in rather a whimsical quarter ; for 
here is another of the fanciful fraternity at 
this moment coming out of the house 
immediately before us, with an umbrella 
under his arm. He is a man of general 
learning, an admired critic, a brilliant wit, 
an aooomplished geotlemtn, and possessed 
of an iudependeat' fortune. He is not, howe- 
v/er, ■ without certain eccentricities, which 
have a tendency to give olieace to weak 
minds, . pettish tempers, ^r envious dispo-^ 
s^itions. A playful fancy, and a. temper, • 
perhaps, not spf&^ij^ntjy: indulgent tope* 
dajdtry, afibctatioa, or ignoranpe, have made 
him many enemies:, and as irven of those 
classes have /riend^ as well 39 others;, a 
phalanx of different de^rip tin w,i^ :^n* 
tinually waging a petty war agaiiMti him ; 
snatching at every failing, and ma|n(fyins 
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them into actions of dishonour. He loves 
a laagh ; but people do not love to be 
laughed at. He is not above playful tricks^ 
while the persons, to whom they are directed, 
are too often not above being offended at 
them. He says^ what are called very good 
things, and as they are sonietimes personal^ 
the number of his friends are not increased 

» 

by them. > Thus terms are applied to him, 
which he does not actually deserve ; com* 
plaints are made against him for ill-nature> 
which he never practised ; he is accused of 
malignity, which he does not feel ; ai^d 
falsities are fabricated to injure his charac* 
ter, which bear no relation to his real con-» 
duct. While such is the whim, of this 
extraordinary man, that he never contra- 
dicts or attempts to refute the exaggera- 
tions, or falsehoods, which are spread abroad 
against him. Thus this strange, obstinate^ 
persevering, sil^ce, gives his enemies C^U9Q 
for triumph, deprives his friends, of the 
means of defence, which they would 
be ever ready to employ for him ; and leavei^ 
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hid eharacter to be treated slightly, to say 
no worse, by those who have not the ca** 
pacity to appreciate his merits^ or to decide 
upon his failings. Man is a frail^ fsnilcy^ 
being, and it becomes hhn to consider 
himself as constantly appearing before the 
tribunal of his species ; and whea he ma-^ 
nifetts such a disregard of their ill opi^ 
Bion> as to take none of the means^ which 
he possesses, to controvert and remove it, 
he treats social life with a culpable eoo^ 
tempt; and may be reasonably suspected 
of being swayed, rather by the inflnenee of 
a certain humour, and particuhr cast of 
temper, than by the principles of common^ 
ft&XBe^ or the suggestions of superior vir^ 
tue-*" 

'^ A diaracter of a sonnewbat simHar^ 
tlKNi^ more refined, natuvc, at this mo«. 
mentalso presents itself to bur notice^*^ 
4K)ntinued the Devil upon Two Sttd^s, '< in 
ft gentleman whom you see reclining; upon 
a sofa, and who appears to be listening to 
an dderly person in black, who has jw^ 



risen from his chair ; and, from his anidiated 
action^ may be supposed, as is the case, to 
be speaking wi(h great energy. His friend^ 
whom he is addressii^, is a man of superior 
taleirta, which a \ety quick ^nsibility, a 
fervid imi^ cation^ and an impracticable 
spti^it of refinement^ hare rendered useless to 
himself and to the world. He has already 
carried it to a most preposterous hdght^ bf 
givinif up his estate, which is very consi<- 
derabte, to his next heir, ^n the condition 
of furnishing him withasum of money for 
the purdiiae and fitting ttf> of the house i^ 
which yon see him^ and the payment of ^ 
stated annuity, far infibriDr to the rental of 
the fyroperty he hae conveyed a^;v«iy, in. of^ 
der that he may have no trouble. AH hii 
domestic suipsngements are formed ii^n 
the same plan ; so that be literally has nth 
thing to do, but to indolf e himself in that 
whimsical spirit o( self retreat, whidlk it ii 
the object of the clergyman, whp is nour 
addressing him, to diminish. 11i€^ notion^ 
which this singular man entertdins^ is the 
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the mind and the passions, or, in other 
words, between virtue and vice, which in* 
Yolves continual combat ; while the happi* 
ness of another and a better world is the 
reward of that victory, obtained by good 
over evil ; and which no system of reli- 
gion, under the various forms which it has 
assumed on the globe, since man was created 
to inhabit it, has ever promised to a life of 
inaction. 

'* * We are corporeal natures, influenced 
by spiritual powers. We are neither an-* 
gels nor brutes, but a mixture of both : wd 
are creatures, in whose characters instinct 
and mind participate. The whole of hu^ 
man virtue consists in the right perforifi^ 
Aboe of human duties. This is the doctrine 
df reason and religion. The physical 
sfirueture^of iTYan, as well as ot his immaterial 
faculties, determine him to be formed, not 
duly for action, but a continuity of it, till 
he sinks into the grave. All animate, in^ 
animate, and intellectual nature, declare 
that Man is to attain the comf^arative per- 
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fectioD of which he is capabk, by doing 
something, and not by doing nothing. 

" * A life of contemplttiofif or of th$t 
stndioas abstraction, to puraue which, a 
man necessarily retires from tbd aetiye 
concerns of society, may be of great im- 
portance if directed to such objects as are 
beneficial to mankind. Newton and Locks 
and many others, who passed so large a 
portion of their respective lives in their 
closets, hav^ demonstrated what may be 
done by the undisturbed exertion of intd-* 
lect ; but such exertion was not only acti- 
vity in itsdf, but directed and improved the 
activity of others. 

^^ < That spiritual perfection, to whichaoine 
have pretended, or, perhaps, have lieceived 
themselves into a telief that they had at- 
tained^ by retiring from all the concerns of 
life to nurse in solitude a fervid imagination, 
or a morbid melancholy, is at best visionary 
and enthusiastic, attended with no good 
whatever to themselves or others. What 
did Peter^ the hermit^ gain by the s\^ltering 
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beneath thirty summer suns, and shivering 
beneath as many winters* cold on the top 
of a lofty column, but to be considered as 
a fool and a madman, as long as the records 
remain of his wild,« persevering supersti* 
tion. 

•" * Such an indiffel-ence to worldly mat- 
ters, as may prevent us ft'om setting too 
high a value on them, is an undoubted vir* 
tue ; but a total and unreserved state of 
indifFerenCie, if it should not be a disease, is 
something worse thaw folly. 

*' *The sect of' Quietists in France, in 
the reign of Louis XIV, who . manifested 
a total disregard of all worldly things, and 
professed that their carnal desires and ap- 
petites were entirely absorbed in a state of 
spiritual perfection, and an anticipated 
fruition of celestial happiness, werebut very 
few, of short duration, and confined to the 
higher ranks of life ; who, as they could 
have every thing provided for them, might 
enjoy their spiritual vagaries without inter^ 
ruption; while the poor must be excluded 
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from, itj w. starve amidst its visionary 
raptures. ^ * » 

. 'f The pure Quaker, it must be acknow- 
ledged. In a certain degree, professes this 
priiiciple ; but it is only indulged at parti- 
cular periods. During the time of public 
worship hie declares himself to ht in a stfate 
of spirituality, . and ■ abstract reflection oti' 
Spiritual objects : but when that is ovef he 
returns to the concerns and duties of life, 
and engages in them like other men. 

^* * The spirit of indifference, and I shall 
beg leave to use the expression without the 
fear of an imputed solecism, that spurns at 
those things which ai'e the natural objects 
of human pursuit, is the effect, more or 
less, of a wounded reason, the affectation 
of an idle philosophy, or a disappointment 
ve in attaining some darling acquisition, which 
oi renders a man disregardful of every other. 
[jo(i When the Grecian Sage, on entering a pub- 
^ijt; lie fair, exclaimed, ' how few of all these 
ptei thin^ do I want,' he spoke the genuine 
yjfi language of philosophy. He wisely con- 
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aidered tbat human virtue, ftiid^ cDn^oquent-^ 
ly, human happiness, did not consist in 
eiMr^fig tbf powo* of gratti^ing our 
desires, but in rendmng them conformable 
to the regulations of reason ; which does 
not instruct us to extinguisb0,-but to oon- 
troui ihem, and whose ob}fiet is not to 
cjpiench those enjoyments which are neees^ 
s^ry to human happiness, biit to guard 
against that excess which must always en- 
danger and frequently destroys it. Hear what 
the immortal English bard says, in his 
universal prayer, and tell me if it is not the 
language of reason and religion. 

' What blessings thy free bounty gives 

Let nie not cast away } 
For God is paid when man receives : 

Tenjoy is to obey/ 

" ^ The Quietist, or the charact^ which you 
profess, by rendering life altogether useless, 
may be justly co];isidered as a living suioide. 
Philosophy disclaims it. Religipn abso- 
lutely forbids itj and social policy rejects it : 
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tirhere then is it to be found but in the 
artful designs of hypocrites, the conceits 
of a wann,over\veening brain, or the dreams 
of a delirious fancy. 

***It is a strange way of going to work for 
the attainment of happiness, to excite enmity 
between soul and body, which nature and 
providence have designed to live logeihcr 
in union and friendship; and to divide ihem 
upon the same principle as man and 
wife separate from each other when they 
happen to disagree. The attempt at such 
a divorce is folly, and to establish it, if it 
can be done, which I very much doubt, 
would be a crime. Our mortal nature is a 
mixture of ititellect and instinct ; and he 
who forms a design to separate these pro- 
perties must act upon the nature of an 
higl\er class of beings, to which, what- 
ever may be his future destination, man 
does not at present belong ; or he 
must be reduced to the necessity of being 
numbered with the beasts that perish. It 
may be a melancholy consideration, but 

VOL VI. o 
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such is our frame, frailty, and oondftkniy 
that I fear the latter inflaenoe would be 
found too generally to predominate. What 
then is the certain consequence ? Need I 
tell you, that in this world we cannot be 
angels; if therefore we refuse to bemoi, 
we shall terminate in being brutes. 

" ' The idea of apathy you disdain, and 
mortal passion you disavow : while this sub- 
limated something that you profess, and 
seems to partake of both, can be considesied 
only as a frenzy, which is eofar fortunate 
for you, that it will not legally aUow of the 
restraints it actually deserves. You will, 
however, be so good as to recollect that, 
with all your contempt of corporeal nature, 
your high' flown spiritualised afiisctions 
will not so <unsensualise you, as to prevent 
you from feeling some painful clakns it may 
c^nce to make upon you. A burning 
fever, a shi^^ring ague, or a smart attack 
of the gout, would, I think, giv« a aeveie 
shock to your tranquillisnu i should, at all 
events, be glad to see, when you may beia 
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either of these . situations, whether your 
state of abstraction wit) enable you to dis- 
miss the heat of the one, the cold of the 
other, «nd the pains of the third, with as 
much ease as you seem to h&ve done the 
duties you owe to your fellow-creatures. 
But I have done. It was a duty I owed 
yotty to endeavour in the only way in my 
power, to save you from the ridicule of the 
world, the pity of your friends, and an 
heavy weight, of self-condemnation, to say 
no worse, which you are preparing for 
your future life. My earnest prayer is, 
that you may be soon restored to reason, to 
virtue, and yourself " 

" Whatever the result of this discourse 
may be," said Don Cleofas, " the parson 
has proved himself an able preacher : though^ 
for my own part, I do not augur very 
favourably of his friendly endeavours. 

" It is a strange, unaccountable, folly in 
this whimsical young man, which, I c!oubt 
not, has, as is generally the case, a conside- 
rable share of obstinacy in its company, and 
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willy therefore, require a more powerful 
remedy than the counsels of friendship can 
eradicate. I think your worship will tell me 
that I am a* true prophet on the present 
occasion." 

*' I will explain the whole to you/' said 
AsmodeuSy *' by way of conclusion to the 
reverend gentleman's very sensible obser- 
vations. He possesses^ at least, one essential 
quality of his profes'sion: he is well 
acquainted with the human Jieart; and is 
not now to be informed that such fancies as 
that against which he has so ably argued, 
arise from a weak mind, an overstrained 
imagination, or some severe disappointments. 
Of the latter there are two kinds-; such 
as proceed from the affairs of the world, 
when they take that untoward turn which is 
called misfortune ; or when they arise from 
a counteraction of some ardent wish of the 
heart, by which, at least, no personal injury 
is sustained. The first frequently produces 
such a disgust of the world and its concerns, 
as to dispirit the sufferer from future exer- 
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tions; but this disposition has not the sem- 
blance of, nor does it make pretence to, 
virtue. It partakes more of despair than 
the stoical character of philosophy, or the 
resigned spirit of religion. 

*'The other, which is the offspring of a 
wounded sensibility, arising from circum- 
stances, in which the mind or the heart is 
alone interested, sometimes produces a 
refined state of indifference to every thing 
but the object of its desire, whatever it may 
be. A person in such a situation, while 
he continually contemplates and nourishes 
his disappointment, may be said rather to 
retreat within himself than from the world ; 
while he finds a consolation in the vagaries 
of his fancy, whatever they may be. His 
melancholy is mild and unintrusive; it 
utters no complaint, it makes no appeal, 
and thus assumes at least the guise of vir- 
tue. 

" The latter is the precise condition of 
the truly amiable, but eccentric, person, who 
is the object of your immediate attention. 
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He possesses a very cultivated mind, with 
a fervid imagination, strongly tinctured with 
romantic fancy. This you will readily 
believe when I tell you that, about three 
years ago, he fell most^ passionately in love 
with a lady, whom it is scarce in the com- 
pass of possibility that he can ever possess : 
and here is the real origin of his present 
Quixotic disposition. He feels, or at least he 
thinks he feels, that he can never love any 
other woman, or any other thing but her ; 
and has determined to pass a life of celibacy 
and seclusion in idolising her ; and, by 
silently contemplating those perfections^ he 
persuades himself, that heis worshipping the 
matchless form of virtue and beauty. Hence 
his detachment from the world and its con- 
concerns; hence his constant endeavour to 
emulate her angelic cli.iracter, and to attain 
a degree of purity, which will render his 
heart a temple suited to the residence of 
bis divinity ; and into which no earthly 
thought, no sensual gratification, no pro- 
fane thing is to -enter. Such is the turn 
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which his fruitless passion has taken* 
There is one proof, indeed, he gives of his 
disregard of the world ; he will not trust a 
creature in it with the secret." 

*' And Jiow long,** demanded the County 
^' is this pure flame to bum before it is 
extinguished?*' 

'' Muqh longer than it ought^" answered 
the Demon : " it will be enough to estrange 
him from his friends, and to be forgotten, 
or, which is worse, to be disregarded by his 
acquaintance. At length he will lose 
his seraphic passion in the arms of a mistress, 
whom he will prefer from a strong resem- 
blance she bears to the unattainable object 
of his idolatry : with her he will pass his life, 
and, at the close of it, will leave a brood 
of illegitimate children behind him. 

*' Thus ends this curious history. 

THE END. 



n 



* « 



